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A CALL TO PERFECTION
HOW TO BE PERFECT

         This sermon will connect very nicely with my previous sermon entitled, “God Heareth Not 
Sinners Pray.”  The text is found in St. Luke 1:73, 74 and 75, which reads as follows:  “The oath 
which he sware to our father Abraham, That he would grant unto us, that we, being delivered 
out of the hand of our enemies might serve him without fear,  In holiness and righteousness 
before him, all the days of our life.”  Notice carefully that the Scripture says: “In holiness and 
righteousness before him, all the days of our life.”

         The context is found in Genesis 17:1, which reads:  “AND when Abram was ninety years 
old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk 
before me, and be thou perfect.”  Did you notice that God presented Himself as THE ALMIGHTY 
GOD?  That expression was used in His command to Abram; it is also used in His command to you 
and me.  Before God gives any one a command to do anything, He has already decided to help that 
individual carry out the command, if he is willing to obey.  God commands those whom He called 
to serve Him to be perfect, and if you don’t believe in perfection, you should stop trying to be a 
Christian.  You must believe that you can be perfect, for when you do, God will count it to you as 
righteousness.  It is not your prayer that God counts --- it is your belief.

         Many people think that they are serving God when they pray.  You are mistaken my precious 
ones.  There is no need for you to ask God to serve you while you are in sin, that is, when you are 
not willing to become a righteous being and serve Him.  No matter who you are, what you are or 
where you come from, Mr. Sinner, God is not against you.  He wants to help you if you are willing 
to be helped.  Sin will deceive and cause you to believe that God will hear and answer your prayers, 
even when you won’t obey Him.  The moment Abram believed that he could be perfect, and did what 
God had commanded him to do, God counted it unto him as righteousness.  God makes that same 
promise to you and to me.  He says that if you believe that you can be perfect, you will do what 
He commands you to do; and because of that belief, He will help you carry out His command.  The 
Bible says that “For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation” (Romans 10:10).

         Now the 4th Verse of Romans 4 reads:  “Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned 
of grace, but of debt.”  The promises God made to us are expressions of His favor and grace.  If it 
were possible for us to do something for God in order to get the things that He has promised, then 
our rewards would be considered as debt paid to us.  But you must remember, my precious ones, 
that Jesus didn’t owe us anything when He died on the cross of Calvary.  God redeemed us when we 
were lost; by the death of His Son on the cross, even by His grace, for thereby were we brought into 
the favor of God.

���������0DQ�LV�MXVWLÀHG�E\�KLV�IDLWK�RU�EHOLHI�LQ�*RG���,Q�WKH��WK�9HUVH�ZH�ÀQG�WKHVH�ZRUGV���´But to him 
WKDW�ZRUNHWK�QRW��EXW�EHOLHYHWK�RQ�KLP�WKDW�MXVWLÀHWK�WKH�XQJRGO\��KLV�IDLWK�LV�FRXQWHG�IRU�
righteousness.”  The moment that you say you believe that you can live above sin, and are willing to 
VWDUW�WR�GR�VR��*RG�MXVWLÀHV�\RX���1R�PDWWHU�KRZ�YLOH�D�VLQQHU�\RX�KDYH�EHHQ��+H�FRXQWV�\RXU�IDLWK�LQ�
Him righteousness.  This is true because God knows how to teach you.  A teacher never has to worry 
about the child who believes in her, to the extent that he will do as she directs, because he believes 
WKDW�KLV�WHDFKHU�ZLOO�RQO\�WHOO�KLP�ZKDW�LV�ULJKW���7KDW�FKLOG�KDV�FRQÀGHQFH�LQ�KLV�WHDFKHU�DQG�REH\V�
her.  The teacher knows that such a child will reach the standard of perfection which is required for 
graduation.  Likewise, God will count your faith in Him righteousness.

         God will not charge you with any mistake that you make, if you confess your belief in Him, 
that He can make you perfect.  The Lord knows that whenever He makes you to know that you have 
done something wrong, you will correct it.  When you correct it, and don’t make the same mistake 
again, you have reached perfection in that thing.  He wants you to make a few mistakes so that you 
can see His power to perfect you in righteousness.  Mistakes are not sins.  A mistake is your aiming 
to do right but missing your goal.  When your mistakes are corrected, you won’t miss your goal.

No matter what your condition is, 
God can give you relief.

* * * * *
Why do you say what God says, 
but fail to do what God says?

* * * * *
You might make it without mother 
or friend, but you can’t make it 
without God.

* * * * *
We know God exists because His 
works are perfect and man can’t 
duplicate or destroy them.

* * * * *
The only deliverance we now 
have is God.

* * * * *
Don’t get into anything you have 
to leave God out of.

* * * * *
Don’t put anything in front of 
God; if you do, it will trip you.

* * * * *
The main thing to do is to get 
folks to see God in you.

* * * * *
Not only does God save…He also 
keeps.

* * * * *
God will take care of us if we do 
that which is right in His sight. 

* * * * *
The gospel is preached that man 
might see the love of God, not the 
wrath of God.

* * * * *
God gave the Holy Spirit to 
encourage you.  Don’t worry 
when men don’t encourage you.  
-XVW�EH�¿OOHG�ZLWK�WKH�6SLULW�

* * * * *
You’ve got to have the Spirit of 
God to keep from bowing to the 
ÀHVK�

* * * * *
$�WKDQNIXO�KHDUW�ZLOO�R൵HU�SUDLVH�

* * * * *
“Sparks from the Anvil” are 
now available in hard copy. 
If you desire a copy, write to 
the Happy New Publishing 
Company, 2030 Georgia 
Avenue NW, Washington, DC 
20001-3027
Contributions are $8.00.



Elder Lightfoot Solomon Michaux,
founder, Church of God
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         Many people think that there is 
something that they must do to live 
right, but God will count you a righteous 
man or woman because you believe in 
His power to keep you doing right.  The 
evidence of your belief in God is that you 
will obey Him.  To obey God is to cease 
from sin.  You may ask.  “How can I cease 
from sin?  You may ask, “How can I cease 
from sinning?”  If you can will to do evil, 
you can will to do good.  If you can go 
out with another man you can stay home 
with your husband.  If you can take a 
drink, you can leave it alone.  If you can 
lie, you can tell the truth.  It may seem 
to you that something is pressing you to 
do the wrong thing when you want to do 
the right, but that is the time to call on 
God for help.  Stop at once and ask God to 
deliver you from the temptation because 
He has promised that He would do so.

         After a man or a woman has started 
out to live a life above sin, he is confronted 
with some of the same temptations that 
he had before he was saved.  It is at that 
time that God stands ready to help you 
not to enter into the temptation, if you 
will only stop right there and ask Him.  
He knows that you won’t want to sin, so 
He tells you just what to do.  If you obey 
Him, by asking for His help, He will surely 
deliver you.  Thus, you have made your 
escape.  Each escape or victory will help 
\RX�WR�ZLQ�DQRWKHU���<RX�ZLOO�ÀQG�WKDW�DV�
you go along through the years, your job 
of living a life above sin will grow easier 
day by day.  God will help you to live this 
OLIH�E\�ÀOOLQJ�\RX�ZLWK�+LV�+RO\�6SLULW�

         Many people want to do the right thing, 
but they have been fooled by seeing so 
many members of churches and hearing 
SUHDFKHUV�ZKR� FRQWLQXH� WR� ÀJKW� DJDLQVW�
God, by telling them that they cannot live 
above sin.  Anyone who tells you that is 
an enemy of God.  I don’t understand why 
people have never been able to conceive 
the idea that to sin, means to disobey 
God.  There were churches in the earth at 
WKH�WLPH�RI�WKH�ÁRRG��WKHUH�ZHUH�FKXUFKHV�
in Sodom and Gomorrah, too, but God 
destroyed the Old World and the cities 
of Sodom and Gomorrah because of sin.  
The people had become so sinful that they 
ZHUH�UXQQLQJ�DIWHU�WKH�ÁHVK�MXVW�DV�WKH\�
are doing today.

         Many homes are broken up now on 
DFFRXQW�RI� WKH� OXVW�RI� WKH�ÁHVK�� �8QOHVV�
*RG�LV�PDJQLÀHG�LQ�WKH�KRPH��WKDW�KRPH�
is on the downward road.  When God is 
out of your mind, you will try to satisfy 
WKH�ÁHVK���7KH�ÀUVW�WKLQJ�D�PDQ�ZLOO�WKLQN�
DERXW� LV�� ZKHUH� KH� FDQ� ÀQG� D� ZRPDQ��
and a woman vice versa.  I am here to 
tell you that another woman or man will 
not satisfy you.  Solomon had a thousand 
women, and found that out.  His advice to 
the world is found in Ecclesiastes 12:13.  
It says: “Let us hear the conclusion of 
the whole matter: Fear God, and keep 
his commandments: for this is the 
whole duty of man.”  Now Solomon was 
a king who had everything that his heart 
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FRXOG�ZLVK��DQG�\HW�KH�ZDV�QRW�VDWLVÀHG���
When a man who had one thousand wives 
can tell me that there is nothing to it, I can 
surely believe what he has to say about it.  
7UXO\��P\�SUHFLRXV�RQHV��QRWKLQJ�VDWLVÀHV�
but God.

         Abram was an ungodly man when 
God spoke to him and said, “...walk before 
me, and be thou perfect” (Genesis 17:1b).  
He had become the father of a son by the 
name of Ishmael.  Ishmael’s mother was 
the maid in Abraham’s household and her 
name was Hagar.  God told Abraham to 
put Hagar and her child out of his house 
as soon as He gave him the command to be 
perfect.  Of course, the question arose as to 
who would take care of the child, but God 
promised Abraham that He would make 
arrangements for the child.  Abraham 
and Sarah were to blame for the birth of 
Ishmael, therefore, God suffered Ishmael 
to make trouble for the seed of Abraham.  
Remember my precious ones, you are going 
to reap all that you have sown, whether it 
is good or evil.  You cannot reap anything 
that you have not sown.  Even though you 
may be living a righteous life now, you 
will not escape your reaping portion, but 
God will not let any more come upon you 
than you are able to bear.  Remember, you 
will have to suffer, but God will take you 
through.

         Abraham believed God and obeyed 
His command.  He put Hagar and Ishmael 
RXW� RI� KLV� KRXVH� DQG� OHIW� WKH� ODQG� RI�8U���
He and Sarah, is wife, went to Canaan as 
God had directed.  He didn’t stop to pray; 
he obeyed God.  Abraham had to separate 
from his kindred.  You too, must separate 
spiritually from your relatives, if they are 
not living right.  You can live in the same 
house, but you are not to let them be 
your companions.  That is to say, your joy 
must be in the Lord and not in the worldly 
pleasures which they seek.  You can be a 
dutiful wife to your husband, who may not 
be saved, but you must not go to cabarets, 
dances or drink liquor with him if you 
profess to be serving God.  You must be a 
light for him, if you want to help him to be 
saved.

         Abraham knew that his parents were 
not worshipers of God, for they worshiped 
idols.  He couldn’t understand how God 
could be divided up into so many different 
things.  For instance, out of one part of a 
tree they carved an idol god, of another 
part they made tables, chairs, stools, etc., 
and the remaining portion was used for 
ÀUH�ZRRG���7KHUHIRUH��$EUDKDP�ZDV�ZLOOLQJ�
to forsake his kindred that he might obey 
the God of Heaven.

         You could be surprised to know the 
number of people who are in the various 
churches, who don’t believe that they can 
live above sin.  They are not worshiping 
God, they are worshiping their church, and 
it has become an idol to them.  Whenever 
you put anything above God, you make 
that thing an idol.  It is much better for 
you to sit at home and study your Bible 
and not go to any church, than to sit with 
the mockers.  To sit with them will make 
you look upon the things of God too lightly.  
If everyone is in the dark, no one will have 
a light to go by; therefore, you must come 
out from among the unbelievers.  Be like 
Abraham! --- When God spoke, he obeyed.

         The only thing that you have to do 
to get out of sin is to obey God.  The Bible 
is the only true rule and God teaches you 
by His Spirit, the way to use the rule.  God 
wants you to measure yourself by the rule 
and not try to measure the other fellow.  
The Bible tells you to love your enemy as 
you love yourself!  If you won’t do anything 
to hurt yourself, then don’t do anything to 
hurt the other fellow.  The Bible also tells 
you that if someone should smite you on 
one cheek, you are to turn the other cheek 
to him.  But the ordinary man will say, 
“if he hits me, I will hit him back.”  The 
Lord knows that if you have to turn your 
cheek to get another slap, you won’t start 
the trouble which probably caused you to 
JHW�WKH�ÀUVW�VODS���7KH�ZRUG�RI�WKH�/RUG�LV�
for you, it is not against you.  So don’t go 
against God, for He is your salvation.

         My precious ones, may I say to you in 
all sincerity, that the thing that you need 
to know and understand is the plan of 
God.  This is a serious time in which we are 
living. The Motion Picture Producers have 
made a picture entitled, “The Beginning Of 
The End.”  Man realizes that the time in 
which we are living is the beginning of the 
end.  The motion picture is a documentary 
picture on the Atomic Bomb.  The Atomic 
Age is here, and man is realizing that he 
is on the verge of the end of time.  They 
see the handwriting on the wall, for we are 
now living in the evening of the last day.  
Men have learned many secret ways of 
destroying each other in a very short time.  
7KH�SXUSRVH�RI�WKH�8��1��2UJDQL]DWLRQ�LV�WR�
get the different nations to gather together 
to agree not to hurt one another.  They 
want to settle their differences without 
war, but unless God is in their hearts, 
there will be no peace.

(Continued on Page 11)
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Responses to the
Bible Word Puzzle

The following persons found the correcct answer:

Lorie Bugre
Yonkers, NY

* * * * *
Marion Carthan

Huntingtown, MD
* * * * *

Bessie Hooker
Kinston, NC

* * * * *
Sarah Johnson
Kenbridge, VA

* * * * *
Bernice Lambert
South Hill, VA

* * * * *
Barbara Newby
South Hill, VA

* * * * *
Gladys Ricks

Fort Washington, MD
* * * * *

Beatrice D. Russell
Boydton, VA

* * * * *
Annie Sally
Yonkers, NY

* * * * *
Kenneth R. Streeter

Maury, NC
* * * * *

Rosa Taylor
South Hill, VA
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 Previously, I ended the message Forgiveness – Part 1 by stating that forgiveness is not forgetting. 
I will continue this month with the next point of what forgiveness is not. Forgiveness is not 
FRQGRQLQJ�ZKDW�WKH�R൵HQGHU�GLG��RU�OHWWLQJ�WKDW�SHUVRQ�R൵�WKH�KRRN��,I�VRPHRQH�ZURQJV�\RX��\RX�
can’t condone what they’ve done or make any excuse for it. It’s not right for someone to assault 
you verbally or physically. It’s not right for someone to borrow money from you and not pay it 
back. It’s not right for someone to assassinate your character.

�'HERUDK�6PLWK�3HJXHV�SRLQWV�RXW�WKDW�QR�R൵HQVH�LV�DOULJKW��6KH�VDLG��³%XW�ZKHQ�ZH�IRUJLYH��>ZH�
ORRN�DW�WKH�R൵HQVH@��>MXGJH@�LW�DV�ZURQJ��DQG�OHDYH�WKH�UHVROXWLRQ�WR�*RG�´

7KHUH�DUH�WLPHV�ZKHQ�DQ�R൵HQGHU�MXVW�ZRQ¶W�JHW�WKLQJV�ULJKW��HYHQ�DIWHU�\RX�KDYH�FRQIURQWHG�
WKHP��2QFH��,�ZHQW�WR�VRPHRQH�DERXW�DQ�R൵HQVH�ZKR�ZRXOGQ¶W�HYHQ�DGPLW�WKDW�WKH\�GLG�
DQ\WKLQJ�ZURQJ��6RPHWLPH�DIWHU�P\�FRQIURQWDWLRQ��WKLV�SHUVRQ�HQGHG�XS�XQZLWWLQJO\�DW�P\�
KRXVH�IRU�GLQQHU�DW�D�SDUWLFXODU�IXQFWLRQ��ZKLFK�ZDV�D�VXUSULVH�WR�XV�ERWK��+H�URGH�WKDW�GD\�
ZLWK�D�IHZ�RWKHU�EURWKHUV�ZKR�XVXDOO\�DWWHQGHG�WKLV�DQQXDO�GLQQHU�DW�P\�KRPH��DQG�KH�KDG�
QR�NQRZOHGJH�DV�WR�ZKHUH�KH�ZDV�JRLQJ��0\�FKLOGUHQ��DORQJ�ZLWK�PDQ\�RI�P\�JXHVWV�WKDW�
GD\��NQHZ�DERXW�WKLV�YHU\�SXEOLF�LQFLGHQW�WKDW�KDG�WDNHQ�SODFH�EHWZHHQ�XV��,�KDG�D�FKRLFH�WR�
PDNH��ZDV�,�JRLQJ�WR�WDNH�UHYHQJH��DQG�WHOO�KLP�WR�JR�ZDLW�LQ�WKH�FDU�XQWLO�GLQQHU�ZDV�RYHU��
RU�ZDV�,�JRLQJ�WR�PRGHO�ZKDW�&KULVW�GLG"�,�FKRVH�WKH�ODWWHU��DQG�HYHQ�KDG�P\�FKLOGUHQ�WDNH�
SDUW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EUHDN�WKHLU�DQLPRVLW\�WRZDUG�KLP��,�KDG�P\�VRQ�EULQJ�D�FKDLU�DQG�VHDW�KLP�
DW�WKH�WDEOH��DQG�P\�GDXJKWHU�VHUYHG�KLP�ZKDWHYHU�KH�ZDQWHG��(YHQ�ZLWK�DOO�RI�WKDW��WKLV�
SHUVRQ�GLHG�ZLWKRXW�PDNLQJ�WKLQJV�ULJKW�ZLWK�PH��,�WKDQN�*RG�P\�KHDUW�ZDV�FOHDU�

�$JDLQ��/HZLV�%��6PHGHV�VDLG��³7R�forgive is to set a prisoner free and discover that the prisoner 
was you�´�+DG�,�QRW�PDGH�D�FRQVFLRXV�FKRLFH�WR�OHDYH�WKH�PDWWHU�WR�*RG¶V�MXGJPHQW��,�ZRXOG�VWLOO�
be a prisoner today.

 ,�SDXVH�KHUH�WR�DGG�DQRWKHU�QRWH��7KHUH�DUH�JULHYDQFHV�,�KDYH�KDG�IRU�D�QXPEHU�RI�\HDUV�
EHFDXVH� ,� FDQQRW� XQGHUVWDQG� KRZ�*RG¶V� 6SLULW�ZLOO� QRW� DOORZ�PH� WR� JHW� DZD\�ZLWK� WKH�
VOLJKWHVW� LQIUDFWLRQ��EXW� LW� LV� HYLGHQW� WKDW�QRWKLQJ� LV�KDSSHQLQJ� LQ� WKH�RWKHU�SHUVRQ��0\�
KHDUW�JULHYHV�IRU�WKDW�SHUVRQ�ZKR�LV�OLNH�6DXO��MXVWLI\LQJ�WKHLU�EHKDYLRU�DQG�UHMHFWLQJ�WKH�
clear will of God.

-XVW�DV�*RG�WRRN�+LV�DQRLQWLQJ�DZD\�IURP�6DXO��+H�VWLOO�GRHV�LW�WRGD\��,I�D�SHUVRQ�LV�VDYHG��
*RG�ZLOO�QRW�WDNH�DZD\�WKHLU�VDOYDWLRQ��EXW�+H�ZLOO�QRW�KDYH�IHOORZVKLS�ZLWK�WKDW�SHUVRQ�
EHFDXVH�+H�FDQQRW��7KH\�ZLOO�EH�LQH൵HFWLYH�LQ�WKHLU�VSLULWXDO�OLIH��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKHLU�SRVLWLRQ�
in the church. 

�,�JULHYH�EHFDXVH�,�NQRZ�WKDW�RQH�GD\�WKH\�ZLOO�IDFH�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW�LQ�MXGJPHQW��
DQG�WKRXJK�WKH\�DSSHDU�ULFK�KHUH��LW�ZLOO�EH�GL൵HUHQW�IRU�WKHP�LQ�HWHUQLW\��0DQ\�EOHVVLQJV�
WKH\�FRXOG�KDYH�LQ�JORU\�ZLOO�QHYHU�EH�UHFHLYHG�EHFDXVH�WKH\�IDLOHG�WR�PDLQWDLQ�WKH�SURSHU�
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG�DQG�RWKHUV��DQG�EHFDXVH�WKH\�IDLO�WR��DQG�HYHQ�UHIXVH�WR�UHSHQW�IRU�
their sins.

 We can sin so egregiously before the Lord, as David did, and though we are saved, the sword 
will never depart from our house. I refuse, by the grace of God, to allow sin to grow and take 
root within me. I refuse not to clear things up with my brothers and my sisters because it is my 
desire to please God and obey everything He says to the letter. If the Holy Spirit brings to my 
attention any hurt I’ve caused another, I seek to get the matter cleared up between us as quickly 
as possible. I don’t want there to be one, single, solitary thing between me and anybody on this 
planet, saint or sinner, because I want the Lord to hear me when I pray (see Psalm 66:18). I want 
His anointing on me even when I walk down the street so that others can see His glory shining 
through me. I want to live in my house with the wonderful gift of grace God gave to me over 
���\HDUV�DJR�LQ�D�PDQQHU�WKDW�EULQJV�JORU\�WR�+LP��DOZD\V�UHPHPEHULQJ�WKDW�VKH�LV�QRW�MXVW�P\�
ZLIH��VKH�LV�*RG¶V�GDXJKWHU��$QG�MXVW�DV�,�ZRXOG�EH�XSVHW�LI�P\�VRQ�LQ�ODZ�ZDV�PLVWUHDWLQJ�P\�
GDXJKWHU��RU�P\�VRQ�ZDV�PLVWUHDWLQJ�P\�GDXJKWHU�LQ�ODZ��QHLWKHU�GR�,�ZDQW�*RG�XSVHW�ZLWK�PH�
for mistreating His daughter. I’m preparing for that day when I will stand before my Savior 
alone, and there I will have to give Him an account for the thoughts, words, and deeds done in 
WKLV��+LV�WHPSOH��DQG�DOO�,�ZDQW�WR�VHH�LV�+LV�VPLOH�RI�DSSURYDO�DQG�KHDU�+LP�VD\�³:HOO�GRQH�´�
$QG�,�NQRZ�+H�ZRQ¶W�VPLOH��DQG�QHLWKHU�ZLOO�+H�VD\�³:HOO�GRQH´�LI�,�KDYH�QRW�GRQH�ZHOO�����

�:LWK�WKH�KHOS�RI�WKH�/RUG��LQ�)RUJLYHQHVV��3DUW���,�ZLOO�GLVFXVV�³)RUJLYHQHVV�LV�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�WKH�
UHVWRUDWLRQ�RI�D�UHODWLRQVKLS´��³:KDW�IRUJLYHQHVV�LV´��³)RUJLYHQHVV�KDV�WR�EH�D�FRQVFLRXV�GHFLVLRQ�
RQ�RXU�SDUW´��³)RUJLYHQHVV�LV�OHDYLQJ�YHQJHDQFH�WR�*RG��DQG�³)RUJLYHQHVV�LV�UHPHPEHULQJ�KRZ�
PXFK�*RG�KDV�IRUJLYHQ�PH�LQ�&KULVW��DQG�³6KRXOG�IRUJLYHQHVV�EH�R൵HUHG�LI�WKHUH�LV�QR�UHSHQWDQFH�´

)RUJLYHQHVV�±�3DUW��

Elder Anthony Hurst, Sr., PhD
Church of God Philadelphia, PA
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There Is A Balm In Gilead

0UV�� 0DU\� (�� 0LFKDX[���
co-founder, Church of God

(Continued on Page 12)

I am glad to come before you lovely 
people this afternoon.  I am glad to be here 
to hold up the blood-stained banner of 
Jesus Christ.  So few people know what 
it really means to serve God.  So, I am 
JRLQJ�WR�WDON�WR�\RX�EULHÁ\�IURP�-HUHPLDK�
8:22 which reads as follows: “Is there no 
balm in Gilead; is there no physician 
there? why then is not the health of the 
daughter of my people recovered?”

We are facing a great crisis and we 
want to know whether or not we are really 
serving God.  I am here to give a short talk 
to this group of nurses who sit before me, 
who are giving their time and talent to 
serve families and homes.

Now you don’t serve God when you 
go to church.  You serve God when you 
serve others.  But people have turned their 
hearts so far from God until they think 
when they go to church and pray a long 
prayer, that they have done what God has 
required of them.

But may God help me this evening 
to let you see just whom you are serving.  
Now there are gifts that come to us without 
repentance.  Many people today have 
WDOHQWV� LQ� VRPH� ÀHOG�� � %XW� WKHUH� LV� RQH�
gift that comes from God and that is the 
gift of healing.  We who have been put in 
personal touch with God have witnessed 
this amazing talent. 

The directing hand of God is 
miraculously shown in the conversion 
of John B. Gough when at fourteen he 
entered New York alone, with his father 
and mother still in England. He was 
discouraged, but found comfort in the text, 
“Trust in Jehovah and do good; dwell in 
the land, and feed on His faithfulness.”

Later he joined the church, but 
evil companions soon drew him away. 
He began to drink and became in a short 
while a homeless wanderer out of work and 
DOPRVW� LQ� UDJV�� $� FRQÀUPHG� GUXQNDUG� DW�
eighteen, he saw the necessity of a change. 
Once more he attended church, but after 
a few weeks the appetite for strong drink 
came upon him again. For seven more 
years he was a drunkard, and went to 
the depths of sin. But one day a stranger 
approached him and asked him to sign a 
total abstinence pledge. Because of this 
touch, he signed the pledge. The following 
day he told his employer of his action, who, 
instead of encouraging him, said he had 
QR�FRQÀGHQFH�LQ�KLP��%URNHQ�KHDUWHG��KH�
turned to his work and was about to give 
XS�WKH�ÀJKW��ZKHQ�D�VWUDQJHU�FDPH�WR�KLP�
and said, greeting him warmly: “I was very 
glad to see you sign the pledge. I have only 
a minute or two to spare but I thought I 
would just call in and tell you to keep up a 
brave heart. God bless you.”

In seven more weeks, he had failed 
again, but another time he tried, after 
learning that lesson, “…let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he 
fall” (I Corinthians 10:12). Thereafter his 
strength was in God. He became the great 
temperance orator and spent his life on the 
platform speaking to others against drink.

Dear ones, do you know we are 
servants in the earth to do the bidding of 
God!  We are all rendering some kind of 

service.  But what we want to know is, are 
we rendering an acceptable service?  It will 
be too bad if we give our service and in 
the end reap no reward.   For we are not 
laboring here for what we see in sight.  If 
so, we would be discouraged by those who 
have no wisdom.

We are working for that reward we 
cannot see.  If many people could see the 
reward, then there would be many willing 
to go into the vineyard and serve. But that 
would not be an acceptable service, for 
they would be working for what they could 
get.

Paul said, “… Eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man, the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love 
Him” (I Corinthians 2:9).  I love to make it 
plain to people just what it means to serve 
God.  When we serve our fellow men, we 
are serving God.  Serving God is serving 
in homes and taking care of the sick and 
needy.

In an Arizona desert there is a well 
ÀIW\�PLOHV�IURP�DQ\�RWKHU�VRXUFH�RI�ZDWHU��
:LWKLQ� ÀIWHHQ� RU� WZHQW\�PLOHV� RI� LW�PDQ\�
bones lie scattered all around -  bones 
of men and their horses that might have 
reached the water had it been possible to 
NQRZ�ZKHUH� WR�ÀQG� LW�RQ� WKDW� IHDWXUHOHVV�
plain.

$V� FORVH� DV� ÀYH� PLOHV� VWDQGV� WZR�
wagons, each with skeletons of its party 
huddled around it and at the very gateway 
of the enclosure a prospector was found 
one morning lost and dead. Finally an 
owner erected a lighthouse. He planted a 
tall cottonwood pole and hung a lantern 
upon it which was always kept lighted. 
6XIÀFH�LW�WR�VD\��WKDW�QR�ORQJHU�DUH�ERQHV�
of dead men found near the well. The 
Epworth Herald says, “We shiver to think 
that former owners could have been willing 
to rescue perishing fellow men by so plain 
a means. But are you and I doing worse 
than that? Are we leaving our fellows in a 
more dreadful danger, neglecting to hold 
out to them the light of salvation?” 

God doesn’t need our services 

up there in heaven.  He has countless 
millions of angels to serve Him.  I want to 
admonish  you nurses to look unto God 
IRU�HQFRXUDJHPHQW���)RU�\RX�ZLOO�ÀQG�PDQ\�
people who do not know how to appreciate 
service.  You will meet with many ingrates 
who don’t know the value of service.  If you 
should meet with such people, remember 
you are not working for a reward down 
here.  You are working for your reward 
beyond this vale of tears.

And so I want to again admonish 
you nurses to be of good cheer, for you are 
serving God.  Don’t allow folks who have 
no appreciation cause you to lose your 
reward.  Don’t forget the context: “Is there 
no balm in Gilead; is there no physician 
there?  why, then, is not the health of 
the daughter of my people recovered?” 
Jeremiah 8:22b.

I want to say to you precious people 
this afternoon, whenever Jesus passed 
by, people in the vicinity were blessed.  I 
am reminded of blind Bartimaeus on the 
Jericho Road, who sat waiting for Jesus to 
pass by.  He was an example of the healing 
power of God.  Now we are going to call up 
a few more witnesses to that power.

Turn to Exodus 15:26 and you will 
read: “And said, If thou wilt diligently 
hearken to the voice of the LORD 
thy God, and wilt do that which is 
right in his sight, and wilt give ear to 
his commandments, and keep all his 
statutes, I will put none of these diseases 
upon thee, which I have brought upon 
the Egyptians: for I am the LORD that 
healeth thee.”

I just want you to see Who it is that 
has the power of healing.  We are only 
instruments in God’s hands.  A doctor may 
sometimes think he has healed you, but he 
is only the instrument which God uses to 
heal you.

When Jesus passed by, the blind 
received their sight, the lame walked, the 
deaf and dumb were made to hear and talk. 
It must have been a wonderful time when 
He passed by. Read Exodus 23:25: “And 
ye shall serve the LORD your God, and 
he shall bless thy bread, and thy water; 
and I will take sickness away from the 
midst of thee.” Read II Chronicles 30:20 
as follows: “And the LORD hearkened to 
Hezekiah, and healed the people.” Now 
read Psalm 30:2 as follows: “O LORD my 
God, I cried unto thee, and thou hast 
healed me.” Also read Psalm 91:2-3 as 
follows: “I will say of the LORD, He is 
my refuge and my fortress: my God; in 
him will I trust. Surely he shall deliver 
thee from the snare of the fowler, and 
from the noisome pestilence.” Blind 
Bartimaeus sat by the highway begging.  
He could not work because he could not 
see, and in those days there were no people 
or organizations to train the blind to work 
and get along as well as people with their 
sight.  Also there were no doctors who had 
skills that God could work with to help 
people from going blind.  

As Jesus drew near, someone 
informed the blind man of His approach.  
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GOSPEL SPREADING CHURCH OF GOD

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

With school closed and children needing wholesome activity, the Lord has provided a wonderful opportunity for children to engage in spiritually oriented 
IXQ�DFWLYLWLHV���VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL. The Baltimore, MD Church of God VBS�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�\RXWK�ZHUH�RFFXSLHG�$XJXVW������������WR�������
�����ZLWK�WKH�WKHPH�³-HVXV��WKH�¿UVW�DFWLRQ�KHUR´��
 
%UHDNIDVW�DQG�OXQFK�ZHUH�VHUYHG�HDFK�GD\�WR�QLQHWHHQ�FKLOGUHQ��WHQ�HGXFDWLRQDO�DVVLVWDQWV��WZR�WHDFKHUV��IRXU�NLWFKHQ�VWD൵HUV��IRXU�DFWLRQ�FUHZ�WHHQDJHUV�IRU�
the younger children. 
      The lessons centered around Biblical Scripture stories: 
     Day, one action word: LOVE: (Adam and Eve) Because of sin, God sent a savior, Jesus.
     Day two, action word: BELIEVE: Abraham believed God’s promises for him and Sarah.
      Day three, action word: TRUST: Mary trusted in her cousin Elizabeth, gave birth and became the mother of Jesus. Mary was told that her son Jesus 
would rule a kingdom that would never end. She trusted. 
     Day four, action word: SAVE«-HVXV�VDYHV�DQ\RQH�ZKR�SODFHV�KLV�IDLWK�LQ�+LV�VDFUL¿FH�RQ�WKH�FURVV�DORQH�DV�WKH�SD\PHQW�IRU�RXU�VLQV��0DU\�0DJGDOHQH�
was saved from her sin. 
�����'D\�¿YH��DFWLRQ�ZRUG�WITNESS: When Saul was changed to Paul. He became a witness. Also, Paul’s story is found in a book of the New Testament 
FDOOHG�$FWV��³,W¶V�DOO�LQ�WKH�%LEOH�´
             By Sister Marcia McNeil
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GOSPEL SPREADING CHURCH OF GOD
HAMPTON AND NEWPORT NEWS, VA

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
-8/<�������������3

COMMUNITY HEALTH FAIR
CHURCH OF GOD

�����-())(5621�$9(18(��3DUNLQJ�/RW�
NEWPORT NEWS, VA
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MEMORY VERSE
 

³/HW� QR� PDQ� GHVSLVH� WK\� \RXWK�� EXW� EH� WKRX� DQ� H[DPSOH� RI� WKH�
EHOLHYHUV��LQ�ZRUG��LQ�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��LQ�FKDULW\��LQ�VSLULW��LQ�IDLWK��LQ�
SXULW\´��,�7LPRWK\�������
 
6LQFH�RXU�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�DUH�UHWXUQLQJ�WR�VFKRRO��ZH�R൵HU�WKH�IROORZLQJ�
prayer for our children, their teachers, and their administrators:

/RUG��7KDQN�<RX�IRU�RXU�FKLOGUHQ���3VDOP������D�
reminds us that children are an heritage from You. You 
DOVR�WHOO�XV�WR�KDYH�IDLWK�OLNH�D�FKLOG��6HH�6W��0DWWKHZ�
�����E����:H�WUXVW�WKDW�<RX�ZLOO�SURWHFW�RXU�FKLOGUHQ¶V�
LQQRFHQFH�DQG�SUHVHUYH�WKH�VSDUN�LQ�WKHLU�H\HV�IURP�
the darkness of the world. Please allow them to grow 
DQG�KDYH�D�IDLU�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�OHDUQ���0D\�WKH\�EH�NLQG�
RQ�WKH�SOD\JURXQG�DQG�TXLHW�LQ�WKH�KDOOZD\V��3URWHFW�
RXU�FKLOGUHQ�IURP�JRVVLS�DQG�EXOO\LQJ��3OHDVH�JUDQW�
RXU�WHDFKHUV�DQ�DEXQGDQFH�RI�ZLVGRP�DQG�ORYH�IRU�RXU�
children.  Please grant them the strength and stamina 
WR�FRQWLQXH�LQ�WKH�ZRUN�WKDW�\RX�KDYH�FDOOHG�WKHP�WR�GR��
Protect the children, the teachers, and the administrators 
from all hurt, harm, and danger.  In the name of Your 
Son, Jesus. Amen. 

 

7+(�/25'¶6�35$<(5

³«2XU�)DWKHU��ZKLFK� DUW� LQ� KHDYHQ��+DOORZHG�EH� WK\� QDPH��7K\�
NLQJGRP�FRPH��7K\�ZLOO�EH�GRQH�LQ�HDUWK��DV�LW�LV�LQ�KHDYHQ��*LYH�XV�
WKLV�GD\�RXU�GDLO\�EUHDG��$QG�IRUJLYH�XV�RXU�GHEWV��DV�ZH�IRUJLYH�RXU�
GHEWRUV��$QG�OHDG�XV�QRW�LQWR�WHPSWDWLRQ��EXW�GHOLYHU�XV�IURP�HYLO��
)RU� WKLQH� LV� WKH� NLQJGRP�� DQG� WKH� SRZHU�� DQG� WKH� JORU\�� IRU� HYHU���
Amen” �6W��0DWWKHZ��������.

LET US PRAY THIS PRAYER AT NOON

³«6SDUH� WK\� SHRSOH�� 2� /25'�� DQG� JLYH� QRW� WKLQH� KHULWDJH� WR�
UHSURDFK��WKDW�WKH�KHDWKHQ�VKRXOG�UXOH�RYHU�WKHP��ZKHUHIRUH�VKRXOG�
WKH\�VD\�DPRQJ�WKH�SHRSOH��:KHUH�LV�WKHLU�*RG´ (Joel 2:17b)?

COMMANDMENT SECTION

³7UXVW�LQ�WKH�/25'�ZLWK�DOO�WKLQH�KHDUW��DQG�OHDQ�QRW�XQWR�WKLQH�RZQ�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ���,Q�DOO�WK\�ZD\V�DFNQRZOHGJH�KLP��DQG�KH�VKDOO�GLUHFW�
WK\�SDWKV´��3URYHUEV��������
 

CHILDREN ANSWER THE QUESTIONS:  

³:KHQ�\RX�JHW�WR�KHDYHQ��ZKDW�WZR�SHRSOH�ZRXOG�\RX�OLNH�WR�PHHW�DIWHU�
meeting Jesus? Why?

 
I would like to meet some angles because I want to know who has been 
protecting me.
I also want to see my mom and brothers because they are the family I live 
with and basically spent my life with.  I will be glad that they all made 
LW�WR�KHDYHQ�

 
By Malayah, Age 12
Washington, D.C.
 

I want to meet my Granny because my name is Imani Miriam and her 
QDPH�LV�0LULDP��,�MXVW�ORYH�KHU�DQG�,�QHYHU�VDZ�KHU�EHIRUH�
 
By Imani Miriam, Age 6
Baltimore
 
 

After I meet Jesus, I would like to meet my PopPop, James Ross, Sr., 
DQG�JUHDW�JUDQGPD��-R\FH�7D\ORU���0\�IDPLO\�KDV�WROG�PH�VR�PDQ\�
things about them, so I would like to talk, get to know, and hug them 
both.
 
%\�%HOOD��$JH��
Laurel
 
  

I would like to meet my great granddad.  I want to know what type 
of person that he was.  Also, if I have any deceased siblings, I would 
like to meet them, as well.  Although I do not know the causes of their 
deaths, I would be curious to see them because they would be a part of 
my family.
 
By Makari, Age 15
Washington, D.C.
 
 

I want to meet my mom.  I also want to meet the sister who I never had 
a chance to meet before.
 
By Jayden, Age 13
Williamsburg
 

I want to meet my Grandmother, Miriam Macey. I want to know about 
KHU�OLIH�DQG�WR�KDQJ�RXW�ZLWK�KHU��,�DOVR�ZDQW�WR�PHHW�>WKH�%LEOLFDO@�
Queen Esther because she was really brave to speak with the King.  I 
would like to hear her story from her point of view.
 
By Tsehai, Age 13
Baltimore
 
 

I want to see God.  I also want to meet George Washington and the 
people who helped black people.

Ravonne, Age 6



3$*(�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������+$33<�1(:6������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������6(37(0%(5�����

 
By Reese, Age 10
Hampton
 

When I get to heaven, I want to meet Judas.  I want to ask him why he 
did the heinous things that he did to betray Jesus.  I would love to know 
his thought process during those actions.  I would also like to meet 
David.  He was the underdog and smaller than Goliath, but David still 
overcame Goliath in battle.  Those are the two people who I would like 
to meet after I meet Jesus.
 
By Joshua, Age 13
Midlothian
 

I want to see my Grammy.
 
By Ravonne, Age 6
Hampton
 

I want to meet Mary and Joseph.  I want to see what they actually look 
like.  I want to ask them about their lives after having the baby Jesus.
 
By Navayah, Age 8
Essex
 

,W�ZRXOG�EH�FRRO�WR�VHH�P\�GDG�DJDLQ���,�ZRXOG�VD\��³+L�'DG��/RQJ�WLPH�
QR�VHH�´��,�ZRXOG�DOVR�EH�KDSS\�WR�VHH�P\�*UDQGDGG\�.DUO�-RQHV��ZKR�
was the pianist for the Newport News and Hampton Churches of God.  I 
ZDQW�WR�JUHHW�P\�JUDQGGDGG\�ZLWK�KLV�IDYRULWH�2UHR�FRRNLHV��,�NQRZ�WKDW�
he would snatch them out of my hands and ask an angel to get him some 
PLON�VR�WKDW�KH�FRXOG�HQMR\�WKH�FRRNLHV�DQG�PLON�WRJHWKHU��+H¶G�SUREDEO\�
VD\�³*RW�PLON"´
 
By Keneris, Age 14
Hampton
 

After meeting Jesus, I would like to meet Noah and Joshua. I chose them 
for the following reasons: 1) My brother and I were named for them. 2.) 
Joshua trusted that God was in control. 3.) Noah built a huge ark to save 
all the animals like God told him to do.  For those 3 reasons, I want to 
meet Noah and Joshua.
 
By Noah, Age 11
Midlothian
 

I would love to meet Kobe Bryant in heaven.  He was a great basketball 
player and shooting guard for the Los Angeles Lakers.  I also want to 
PHHW�P\�GDG��-RKQ�<RXQJ���+H�ZDV�D�JUHDW�¿VKHUPDQ�DQG�TXLWH�D�MRNHVWHU�
 
By Christian, Age 13
Hampton

 ANSWERS TO AUGUST HOLY BIBLE QUIZ

1. How many lepers cried out to Jesus?
�7HQ���6W��/XNH����������.

2. What did they call out?
�³-HVXV��0DVWHU��KDYH�PHUF\�RQ�XV´���6W��/XNH������E�.

3. What did Jesus tell them to do?
�+H�WROG�WKHP�WR�JR�DQG�VKRZ�WKHPVHOYHV�WR�WKH�SULHVWV���St. Luke 

�����D�.

4.  What happened when they obeyed Him?
�7KH\�ZHUH�KHDOHG�RI�WKHLU�OHSURV\���6W��/XNH������E�.

5. What did one leper do? From what country was he?
�+H�UHWXUQHG�WR�WKDQN�-HVXV���6DPDULD���6W��/XNH����������.

6.  What did Jesus ask?
�³Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine?´���St. 
/XNH�������.

7. What did Jesus say to the returned stranger?
�$ULVH��JR�WK\�ZD\��WK\�IDLWK�KDWK�PDGH�WKHH�ZKROH��St. Luke 

���������.

ANSWERS TO AUGUST FILL-IN THE BLANKS

1.  And the LORD shall guide thee continually, and VDWLVI\ thy soul in 
drought, and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered 
garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not �,VDLDK�
������.

2.  I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I 
will guide thee with mine H\H �3VDOP������.

3. To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the way of peace �6W��/XNH������.

4.  The meek will he guide�LQ�MXGJPHQW��DQG�WKH�meek will he teach his 
way �3VDOP������.

5.   Hear thou, my son, and be wise, and guide thine heart in the way 
�3URYHUEV��������

6.   For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide even 
unto death �3VDOP�������.

7.  Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive me to 
JORU\ �3VDOP�������.

 

SEPTEMBER HOLY BIBLE QUIZ

1. When was Darius appointed to rule over Babylon?

(Continued on Page 12)
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/(6621��� – September 3, 2023
SUBJECT:  Be Strong and Courageous

GOLDEN TEXT: ³-RVKXD� WRRN� WKH� ZKROH� ODQG�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� DOO� WKDW�
the /ඈඋൽ�VDLG�XQWR�0RVHV´��-RVKXD������D��

PRINTED TEXT:  Joshuah 1: Now after the death of Moses the servant of 
the /ඈඋൽ it came to pass, that the /ඈඋൽ spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, 
Moses’ minister, saying,
2  Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, 
and all this people, unto the land which I do give to them, even to the children 
of Israel.
3  Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto 
you, as I said unto Moses.
4  From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great river, the river 
Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and unto the great sea toward the going 
down of the sun, shall be your coast.
5  There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: 
as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.
6  Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an 
inheritance the land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them.
11:16 So Joshua took all that land, the hills, and all the south country, and all 
the land of Goshen, and the valley, and the plain, and the mountain of Israel, 
and the valley of the same;
17 Even from the mount Halak, that goeth up to Seir, even unto Baalgad in the 
valley of Lebanon under mount Hermon: and all their kings he took, and smote 
them, and slew them.
18 Joshua made war a long time with all those kings.
���7KHUH�ZDV�QRW�D�FLW\�WKDW�PDGH�SHDFH�ZLWK�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�,VUDHO��VDYH�WKH�
Hivites the inhabitants of Gibeon: all other they took in battle.
���$QG�DW�WKDW�WLPH�FDPH�-RVKXD��DQG�FXW�R൵�WKH�$QDNLPV�IURP�WKH�PRXQWDLQV��
from Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, and from all the mountains of Judah, and 
from all the mountains of Israel: Joshua destroyed them utterly with their cities.
22 There was none of the Anakims left in the land of the children of Israel: only 
in Gaza, in Gath, and in Ashdod, there remained.
23 So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the /ඈඋൽ said unto 
Moses; and Joshua gave it for an inheritance unto Israel according to their 
divisions by their tribes. And the land rested from war.

LESSON DISCUSSION

0RVHV� LV�JRQH� DQG� WKH�SURPLVH� LV� \HW� WR�EH� IXO¿OOHG�� WKHUHIRUH�� KH�SUD\V� IRU�
a leader who will succeed him after he dies. The Holy Spirit chose Joshua 
�1XPEHUV������������ZKR�ZDV�JLYHQ�LQQHU�HQGRZPHQW�WR�EH�WKH�VXFFHVVRU�WR�
Moses. Though he is appointed, a change of leadership carries many challenges.

To encourage Joshua for the task of leading God’s people, God repeated four 
WLPHV�LQ�&KDSWHU����³Be strong and of a good courage: …´��-RVKXD������2QO\�
EH�WKRX�VWURQJ�DQG�YHU\�FRXUDJHRXV� (Joshua 1:7) Be strong and of a good 
FRXUDJH�� �-RVKXD� ���� … RQO\� EH� VWURQJ� DQG� RI� D� JRRG� FRXUDJH� (Joshua 
1:18b) 

+H�ZDV�ZLWK�KLP�MXVW�DV�+H�ZDV�ZLWK�0RVHV��6HH�-RVKXD����������-RVKXD�PLJKW�
have been fearful and worried about whether or not he could complete the task; 
nevertheless, God assured him victory in every battle, if he would only put 
KLV�WUXVW�LQ�*RG��-RVKXD�WUXVWHG�*RG�DQG�DV�D�UHVXOW��³Joshua took the whole 
land, according to all that the LORD said unto Moses�´� �-RVKXD� ��������
Likewise, if we only trust and obey in Jesus we will have a victorious life  (See 
II Corinthians 2:14).

/(6621��� – September 10, 2023
SUBJECT:  Rehab and the Spies

GOLDEN TEXT: ³$QG�WKH\�VDLG�XQWR�-RVKXD��7UXO\�WKH�/ඈඋൽ hath delivered 
into our hands all the land; for even all the inhabitants of the country do faint 
EHFDXVH�RI�XV´��-RVKXD�������

PRINTED TEXT:  Joshuah 2:3 And the king of Jericho sent unto Rahab, 
saying, Bring forth the men that are come to thee, which are entered into thine 

house: for they be come to search out all the country.
4  And the woman took the two men, and hid them, and said thus, There came 
men unto me, but I wist not whence they were:
5  And it came to pass about the time of shutting of the gate, when it was 
dark, that the men went out: whither the men went I wot not: pursue after them 
quickly; for ye shall overtake them.
6  But she had brought them up to the roof of the house, and hid them with the 
VWDONV�RI�ÀD[��ZKLFK�VKH�KDG�ODLG�LQ�RUGHU�XSRQ�WKH�URRI�
7  And the men pursued after them the way to Jordan unto the fords: and as soon 
as they which pursued after them were gone out, they shut the gate.
8  And before they were laid down, she came up unto them upon the roof;
���$QG�VKH�VDLG�XQWR�WKH�PHQ��,�NQRZ�WKDW�WKH�/ඈඋൽ hath given you the land, and 
that your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint 
because of you.
15 Then she let them down by a cord through the window: for her house was 
upon the town wall, and she dwelt upon the wall.
16 And she said unto them, Get you to the mountain, lest the pursuers meet 
you; and hide yourselves there three days, until the pursuers be returned: and 
afterward may ye go your way.
22 And they went, and came unto the mountain, and abode there three days, 
until the pursuers were returned: and the pursuers sought them throughout all 
the way, but found them not.
23 So the two men returned, and descended from the mountain, and passed 
over, and came to Joshua the son of Nun, and told him all things that befell 
them:
24 And they said unto Joshua, Truly the /ඈඋൽ hath delivered into our hands all 
the land; for even all the inhabitants of the country do faint because of us.

LESSON DISCUSSION

In lesson one, God promised Joshua land wherever he went, and no one would 
EH�DEOH�WR�VWDQG�DJDLQVW�KLP��6HH�-RVKXD���������7KH�HYHQWV�ZLWK�5DKDE�DQG�WKH�
VSLHV�VKRZ�*RG�IXO¿OOLQJ�+LV�SURPLVH�DQG�5DKDE¶V�IDLWK��

7KH� NLQJ¶V� DFWLRQ� KLJKOLJKWV� IXO¿OOPHQW� RI� WKH� SURPLVH� DQG� FRPPDQG� JLYHQ�
WR�-RVKXD��6HH�-RVKXD��������� ,W�ZDV� OHDUQHG�WKDW�VSLHV�ZHUH�LQ� WKH�FLW\��7KLV�
discovery caused such panic and fear in the king that he ordered a search party 
to go to Rahab’s house, where the men were last seen and arrest them (See 
Joshua 2:3). Rahab’s risking her life by helping the men and confessing her 
belief in their God, was a sure indication that God had already given the land to 
-RVKXD��6HH�-RVKXD������

Rahab’s faith was not simply talk, but action. She heard, believed, and acted 
�6HH�-RVKXD��������:KDW�D�ZRQGHUIXO�H[DPSOH�RI�IDLWK�ZLWK�ZRUNV��6HH�-DPHV�
2:26). When we claim we have faith in Christ, our works should show it, unless 
we believe in vain (See James 2:26). Likewise, the two spies also believed, for 
WKH\�VDLG��³… 7UXO\�WKH�/RUG�KDWK�GHOLYHUHG�LQWR�RXU�KDQGV�DOO�WKH�ODQG´�
(Joshua 2:24). May our faith in Christ not only be in word, but also in our 
DFWLRQV���6HH�-DPHV�����������

/(6621��� – September 17, 2023
SUBJECT:  The Fall of Jericho

GOLDEN TEXT: ³$QG� WKH� VHFRQG�GD\� WKH\� FRPSDVVHG� WKH� FLW\� RQFH�� DQG�
UHWXUQHG�LQWR�WKH�FDPS��VR�WKH\�GLG�VL[�GD\V´��6W��/XNH���������

PRINTED TEXT:  Joshuah 6:2  And the /ඈඋൽ said unto Joshua, See, I have 
given into thine hand Jericho, and the king thereof, and the mighty men of 
valour.
3  And ye shall compass the city, all ye men of war, and go round about the city 
once. Thus shalt thou do six days.
4  And seven priests shall bear before the ark seven trumpets of rams’ horns: 
and the seventh day ye shall compass the city seven times, and the priests shall 
blow with the trumpets.
12 And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of 
the /ඈඋൽ.
13 And seven priests bearing seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of 
the /ඈඋൽ went on continually, and blew with the trumpets: and the armed men 
went before them; but the rereward came after the ark of the /ඈඋൽ, the priests 
going on, and blowing with the trumpets.
14 And the second day they compassed the city once, and returned into the 
camp: so they did six days.
15 And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they rose early about the dawning 
of the day, and compassed the city after the same manner seven times: only on 
that day they compassed the city seven times.
16 And it came to pass at the seventh time, when the priests blew with the 
trumpets, Joshua said unto the people, Shout; for the /ඈඋൽ hath given you the 
city.
17 And the city shall be accursed, even it, and all that are therein, to the /ඈඋൽ: 
only Rahab the harlot shall live, she and all that are with her in the house, 
because she hid the messengers that we sent.
18 And ye, in any wise keep yourselves from the accursed thing, lest ye 
make yourselves accursed, when ye take of the accursed thing, and make the 
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camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it.
���%XW�DOO�WKH�VLOYHU��DQG�JROG��DQG�YHVVHOV�RI�EUDVV�DQG�LURQ��DUH�FRQVHFUDWHG�
unto the /ඈඋൽ: they shall come into the treasury of the /ඈඋൽ.
20 So the people shouted when the priests blew with the trumpets: and it came 
to pass, when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the people shouted 
ZLWK�D�JUHDW�VKRXW��WKDW�WKH�ZDOO�IHOO�GRZQ�ÀDW�

LESSON DISCUSSION

-RVKXD� DQG� ,VUDHO� DUH� IDFHG�ZLWK� WKHLU� ELJJHVW� FKDOOHQJH�� FRQTXHULQJ� D�ZHOO�
IRUWL¿HG�FLW\��7KLV� WHVW�ZDV�QR�DFFLGHQW�EXW�ZDV�SXUSRVHO\� VHW�XS�E\�*RG� WR�
demonstrate His faithfulness and power. 

Jericho was the gateway to get to the Promised Land. The city was completely 
locked down to keep Israel out (See Joshua 6:1) and the walls were solid to 
prevent an attack. But they obeyed God’s plans and put their trust in His promise 
DQG�IDLWKIXOQHVV��,I�ZH�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�FRQTXHU�WKH�³-HULFKR´�LQ�RXU�OLYHV��ZH�PXVW�
meticulously follow God’s Word and plan for us. 

What brought the walls down was not marching around the city for seven days 
nor the shouting, but merely obedience to God’s plan. It was the power of God 
that brought the walls of Jericho down. 

Our humanistic abilities will be defeated without God. The fallen walls of 
Jericho demonstrate His faithfulness and power. Whatever situation we face in 
RXU�OLYHV��ZH�KDYH�WKH�YLFWRU\�LQ�-HVXV���³%XW�WKDQNV�EH�WR�*RG��ZKLFK�JLYHWK�
XV�WKH�YLFWRU\�WKURXJK�RXU�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW�´��,�&RULQWKLDQV��������

LESSON 38 – September 24, 2023
SUBJECT:  Ehud Frees Israel

GOLDEN TEXT: ³%XW� ZKHQ� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� RI� ,VUDHO� FULHG� XQWR� WKH� /ඈඋൽ, 
the /ඈඋൽ�UDLVHG�WKHP�XS�D�GHOLYHUHU��(KXG�WKH�VRQ�RI�*HUD��D�%HQMDPLWH��D�PDQ�
lefthanded: and by him the children of Israel sent a present unto Eglon the king 
RI�0RDE´��-XGJHV�������

PRINTED TEXT:  Judges 3:15 But when the children of Israel cried unto 
the /ඈඋൽ, the /ඈඋൽ raised them up a deliverer, Ehud the son of Gera, a 
%HQMDPLWH��D�PDQ�OHIWKDQGHG��DQG�E\�KLP�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�,VUDHO�VHQW�D�SUHVHQW�
unto Eglon the king of Moab.
16 But Ehud made him a dagger which had two edges, of a cubit length; and he 
did gird it under his raiment upon his right thigh.
17 And he brought the present unto Eglon king of Moab: and Eglon was a very 
fat man.
���$QG�ZKHQ�KH�KDG�PDGH�DQ�HQG�WR�R൵HU�WKH�SUHVHQW��KH�VHQW�DZD\�WKH�SHRSOH�
that bare the present.

���%XW�KH�KLPVHOI�WXUQHG�DJDLQ�IURP�WKH�TXDUULHV�WKDW�ZHUH�E\�*LOJDO��DQG�VDLG��
I have a secret errand unto thee, O king: who said, Keep silence. And all that 
stood by him went out from him.
20 And Ehud came unto him; and he was sitting in a summer parlour, which he 
had for himself alone. And Ehud said, I have a message from God unto thee. 
And he arose out of his seat.
21 And Ehud put forth his left hand, and took the dagger from his right thigh, 
and thrust it into his belly:
22 And the haft also went in after the blade; and the fat closed upon the blade, 
so that he could not draw the dagger out of his belly; and the dirt came out.
23 Then Ehud went forth through the porch, and shut the doors of the parlour 
upon him, and locked them.
24 When he was gone out, his servants came; and when they saw that, behold, 
the doors of the parlour were locked, they said, Surely he covereth his feet in 
his summer chamber.
25 And they tarried till they were ashamed: and, behold, he opened not the 
doors of the parlour; therefore they took a key, and opened them: and, behold, 
their lord was fallen down dead on the earth.
���$QG�WKH\�VOHZ�RI�0RDE�DW�WKDW�WLPH�DERXW�WHQ�WKRXVDQG�PHQ��DOO�OXVW\��DQG�DOO�
men of valour; and there escaped not a man.
30 So Moab was subdued that day under the hand of Israel. And the land had 
rest fourscore years.

LESSON DISCUSSION

In this lesson, Israel had stubbornly returned to their evil ways after forty years 
of peace. God had given them victory over their enemies, as He promised 
Moses and Joshua (See Joshua 11:23). Three lessons to be learned from this 
story: Sin will bring God’s chastisement, God is merciful, and success should 
keep us humble.

The scripture says that as soon as Othniel died, Israel sinned against God (See 
-XGJHV������������$V�D�UHVXOW��*RG�XVHG�D�SDJDQ�NLQJ�QDPHG�(JORQ��D�0RDELWH��
to punish Israel and bring them to repentance. Likewise, when we sin God will 
FKDVWLVH�XV�WR�FRUUHFW�RXU�EHKDYLRU��6HH�+HEUHZV����������

God could have destroyed Israel as He did their forefathers in the wilderness 
when they sinned. Instead, He showed compassion and raised up Ehud to 
deliver them. This action illustrates God’s mercy and grace when He sent Christ 
to redeem us from our sins (See St. John 3:16).

Lastly, Israel allowed success to turn their hearts from obeying God which caused 
them eight years of pain. It is so easy to feel proud of all our accomplishments 
without giving God glory. There is danger in pride (See Proverbs 16:18). 
Remember, we are nothing without God; therefore, may we humble ourselves 
in the eyes of the Lord (See Romans 8:32).

         I am very glad that God is giving us a chance to get right before the end of time.  You have never heard talk of so many disastrous 
things happening in so many different places, as you hear of today.  God is doing everything He can to attract our attention to Him.  

Who is going to help you when you come down to die?  If you can’t pray, someone will have to pray for you.  We have been tied down in sin 
so long that it seems hard to get loose.  I often speak of the parable of the chicken that has been tied overnight.  When the string on his 
legs is removed, he won’t try to get up and move, he will lie right back down and hold his feet close together.  He thinks that he is still tied, 
therefore, he won’t move.  I’m trying to cut you loose from sin.  Why don’t you move and be free?   

���������0\�EURWKHU�DQG�P\�VLVWHU��WKH�/RUG�VD\V�WKDW�\RX�GRQ·W�KDYH�WR�SUD\�WR�JHW�IUHH�IURP�VLQ���7KH�ÀUVW�WKLQJ�WKDW�\RX�PXVW�GR�LV�WR�EHOLHYH�
that you can live above sin and then you must confess it.  After confessing it, you start out to prove that it can be done.  God has told you to 
call on Him if you should need any help to live this life.  God doesn’t want any woman who has started out to live right to give down and be 
a concubine of some man because of the fact that her husband has left her, and her children might be in need.  God tells her to ask of Him 
for the help she needs, especially since she has accepted Him.  He will make all grace abound and will open up the way for her to get help.  
He will send someone along to help you, who will lift you up instead of carrying you down.  He says this to you in Psalm 37:3, read: “Trust in 
the LORD, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed.”  Now if you don’t believe the Bible, there is no need 
for me to preach to you.  In another Scripture, He tells you that “I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous 
forsaken, nor his seed begging bread” (Psalm 37:25).  So I am sure He is able to take care of everything concerning a child of God.

         Don’t forget, my precious ones --- I want to remind you that though you come to God, you will have temptations, but God will deliver 
you if you will pray to Him.  In I Corinthians 10:13 we read: “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but 
God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, 
that ye may be able to bear it.”  Everyone has the same temptations that you have, but God has promised to deliver you.  After He delivers 
you, He wants you to praise Him, for that is all that we can do for Him.

         Remember my brother and sister, that God told Abraham to walk before Him and be perfect and He is telling you and me to do 
the same thing today.  He is giving you all the signs of the times to make you know that the end is near, so don’t let the end 
ÀQG�\RX�JXLOW\�RI�WKH�VLQ�RI�XQEHOLHI���'RQ·W�OHW�\RXU�SUD\HUV�EH�LQ�YDLQ�EHFDXVH�\RX�KDYH�IDLOHG�WR�REH\�WKH�FRPPDQGPHQWV�RI�
God.  Don’t set at naught the counsel of God, but instead turn at His reproof and receive the blessing which He has in store for 
you.  Remember His command!  “WALK BEFORE ME, AND BE THOU PERFECT” (Genesis 17:1b).  May God bless you.  Amen.

 

A CALL TO PERFECTION
HOW TO BE PERFECT

(Continued from Page 2)
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It is certain that Bartimaeus had heard of the work Jesus was 
doing in Judaea, but never thought Jesus would come his way.  
$QG�KH�VXUHO\�FRXOG�QRW�JR�WR�-HVXV��EHFDXVH�RI�KLV�DIÁLFWLRQ���
Now that Jesus was approaching him, Bartimaeus did not 
intend to let this moment pass without making his appeal to 
the Lord.  So, he cried out, “… Jesus, thou Son of David, have 
mercy on me.” (St. Luke 18:38).

Many that stood by tried to discourage Bartimaeus from 
crying out, but he only called louder: “Thou Son of David, have 
mercy on me.” (St. Luke 18:39). There will always be people 
nearby who will try to keep you from getting in touch with Jesus.  
They are working for the devil, because it is really the devil who 
doesn’t want you to get to Jesus.  The devil knows that Jesus 
has balm to heal the sin-sick souls of men. But if everyone 
who needs Jesus would be persistent like Bartimaeus, “… the 
health of the daughter of Zion…” would be recovered. (See 
Jeremiah 8:21)

Jesus heard the plaintive call of this man and stopped 
nearby.  He told His servants to bring the blind man to Him.  
When he reached Jesus, he heard His tender and compassionate 
voice say: … “What wilt thou that I should do unto thee?” 
And he said, “Lord, that I may receive my sight.  And Jesus 
said unto him, Receive thy sight: thy faith hath saved thee. 
And immediately he received his sight and followed him, 
glorifying God: and all the people, when they saw it, gave 
praise unto God. (St. Luke18:41-43). 

         I had all this read to let you know Who it is that has the power 
to heal.  “Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no physician 
there? why, then, is not the health of the daughter of my 
people recovered?”(Jeremiah 8:22).

There is no case too hard for Jesus.  Read St. Matthew 
8:2-3 as follows: “And, behold, there came a leper and 
worshipped him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make 
me clean. And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him, 
saying, I will, be thou clean. And immediately his leprosy 
was cleansed.”

I thank God that there is a balm in Gilead.  There is a 
physician, Jesus, who can heal all our diseases.  He is the great 
Physician.  “The LORD is with you, while ye be with him; and 
if ye seek him, he will be found of you; but if ye forsake him, 
he will forsake you” (II Chronicles 15:2b).

May God bless you all.

2. What position did Darius give to Daniel and why?

3.  Who became angry because of this appointment?

4.  What did they do?

5.   Did knowing this cause Daniel to disobey God or stop 
praying to Him?

6. What happened when Daniel was cast into the lions’ den?

7. How did the king feel toward God after God had cared 
for Daniel?

SEPTEMBER FILL-IN THE BLANKS

���� )RU�WKH�BBBBBB�VKDOO�EH�¿OOHG�ZLWK�WKH�BBBBBB�RI�WKH�BBBBBB�
of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.

2. And one cried unto another, and said, ______, ______, 
_____, is the LORD of hosts: the whole ______ is full of 
his ______.

3.   O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy ______ in all the 
BBBBBB��ZKR�KDVW�VHW�WK\�BBBBBB�DERYH�WKH�BBBBBB�

4.  Whether therefore ye ______, or ______, or whatsoever ye 
do, do all to the ______ of God.

5.  For the LORD God is a ______ and ______: the LORD will 
give ______ and ______: no good thing will he withhold 
from them that.

6. And the ______ was made ______, and dwelt among us, 
(and we beheld his ______, the ______ as of the only, 
begotten of the Father,) full of ______ and ______.

7.  Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive ______ and ______ 
and ______: for thou hast ______ all things, and for thy 
______ they are and were.

There Is A Balm In Gilead
(Continued from Page 5)

CALLING ALL YOUTH
�&RQWLQXHG�IURP�3DJH���


