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GOD WILL ABASE ALL WHO
LIFT THEMSELVES IN PRIDE

         Good morning, good morning, good morning, to you who have just tuned in.  You 
VKRXOG�KDYH�KHDUG� WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI� WKH�EURDGFDVW�� �'RQ·W� HYHU�PLVV� WKH� �ÀUVW�SDUW��
SOHDVH�0D·DP�DQG�SOHDVH�6LU��VHW�\RXU�FORFN�WR�DODUP�DW�����DP�VKDUS�DQG�EH�UHDG\�
for the heavenly call.  It may seem to you to be a small thing now, but in the day of 
MXGJPHQW��\RX·OO�ÀQG�RXW�WKDW�WKLV�%URDGFDVW�IURP�WKLV�SODFH��VHQW�WR�\RX�RYHU�6WDWLRQ�
:723�ZLOO�EH�WKH�WRS�OLQH�RQ�+HDYHQ·V�5HFRUG���%HOLHYH�LW�RU�QRW��LW�VRXQGV�ELJ��GRHVQ·W�
LW"��%XW�����WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG�LV�DERYH�DOO�DQG�QRWKLQJ�H[FHOV�,7���:H�SUHDFK�,7�DV�,7�LV�
ZULWWHQ�DQG�,7�ZLOO�MXGJH�\RX�LQ�WKDW�GD\���-HVXV�VDLG�,7�DQG�,�DP�UHSHDWLQJ�LW�����WKH�
:RUG�RI�*RG�ZLOO�MXGJH�\RX�LQ�WKDW�GD\���-HVXV�LV�WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG�PDGH�ÁHVK�DQG�*RG·V�
:RUG�VKDOO�VWDQG�ZKHQ�ZRUOGV�DUH�RQ�ÀUH�

���������7KLV�PRUQLQJ�,�DP�WU\LQJ�WR�PDNH�\RX�IRUP�D�FRQFOXVLRQ�KHUH�ZKLFK�ZH�HQGHDYRUHG�
WR�HVWDEOLVK�LQ�\RXU�PLQGV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXUW·V�GHFLVLRQ�DJDLQVW�RIÀFLDOO\�
SUHVFULEHG�SUD\HUV� LQ� WKH� VFKRROV� RI�1HZ�<RUN�� � 3UD\HU� LV� DQ�XWWHUDQFH� LQVSLUHG�E\�
WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�DQG�*RG·V�:RUG�GHFODUHV�WKDW�“… we know not what we should pray 
for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered�µ� �5RPDQV� ����E�� 8QOHVV� RQH·V� SUD\HU� KRQRUV� *RG� DQG�
SHWLWLRQV�D�EOHVVLQJ�XSRQ�DQRWKHU�RU�HYHU\�FUHDWXUH�DV�ZHOO�DV�RQH·V�VHOI�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�
KDV�QRW�GLFWDWHG�WKDW�SUD\HU���$Q\�SUD\HU�VXFK�DV�WKH�RQH�GLFWDWHG�E\�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�
DQG�VXJJHVWHG�E\�WKH�5HJHQWV�LQ�1HZ�<RUN�ZDV�QRW�SUHVFULEHG�EXW�GLFWDWHG�WR�WKHP���
0DQ�LQ�WKH�QDWXUDO�FDQQRW�XWWHU�VXFK�D�SUD\HU�ZKLFK�ZDV��LQ�SDUW��´$OPLJKW\�*RG��ZH�
DFNQRZOHGJH�RXU�GHSHQGHQFH�XSRQ�7KHH�µ��0DQ�GRHVQ·W�WDON�WKDW�ZD\���<RX·OO�ÀQG�PHQ�
KHUH��WKHUH��DQG�HYHU\ZKHUH��WKH\�WKLQN�WKH\·UH�GRLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ��EXW�WKH\�GRQ·W�HYHQ�
NQRZ�WKDW�WKHLU�EUHDWK�LQ�WKHLU�QRVWULOV�FRPHV�IURP�*RG���:KHQ�LW�EHJLQV�WR�JHW�VKRUW��
\RX·OO�KHDU�WKHP�VD\��́ /RUG�KDYH�PHUF\��/RUG�KDYH�PHUF\��/RUG�KDYH�PHUF\��XK��XK��XK��
XK���,W�LV�WKHQ�ZKHQ�WKH\�ÀQG�RXW�WKDW�WKH�EUHDWK�WKH\·UH�EUHDWKLQJ�LV�QRW�WKHLU�RZQ�EXW�
EHORQJV�WR�*RG���6R��ZKHQ�*RG�LV�KRQRUHG�DQG�D�EOHVVLQJ�LV�DVNHG�IRU�HYHU\RQH��WKDW�
SUD\HU�KDV�EHHQ�GLFWDWHG�E\�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��QRW�E\�DQ\�PDQ���7KH�+RO\�6SLULW�GLFWDWHV�
DOO�SUD\HUV�WKDW�UHDFK�WKH�WKURQH�RI�*RG�

���������,W�LV�VDG�LQ�WKLV�GD\�IRU�VXFK�WR�KDYH�KDSSHQHG�����WKH�IRUELGGLQJ�RI�SUD\HU�LQ�
SXEOLF�VFKRROV�RQ�JRYHUQPHQW�FRQWUROOHG�SURSHUW\�DV�GHFUHHG�E\�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXUW���
,W�LV�SUD\HU�WKDW�EOHVVHV�WKH�PLQG�DQG�HVWDEOLVKHV�WKH�VRXO���,Q�'DQLHO�������\RX·OO�ÀQG�
WKHVH�ZRUGV���´Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and honour the King of heaven, all 
whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is 
able to abase�µ��1HEXFKDGQH]]DU�LV�VD\LQJ�WKDW�KH�SUDLVHV��H[WROV�DQG�KRQRUV�WKH�.LQJ�
RI�+HDYHQ���+H�VD\V�WKDW�´DOO�RI�+LV�ZRUNV�DUH�WUXWK�DQG��+LV�ZD\V�MXGJPHQWµ��/LVWHQ���
+H�DOVR�VD\V�WKDW�´+H�LV�DEOH�WR�DEDVH�WKRVH�ZKR�ZDON�LQ�SULGH�µ

���������<RX·OO�ÀQG�WKH�&RQWH[W�LQ�([RGXV�����UHDGLQJ�WKH���VW�WR�WKH���G�YHUVHV�LQFOXVLYH���,W�
UHDGV����And Moses returned unto the LORD, and said, Oh, this people have sinned 
a great sin, and have made them gods of gold.  Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their 
sin ---; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou has written.”  
0RVHV�WROG�WKH�/RUG�WKDW�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKRP�+H�KDG�VHQW�KLP�WR�OHDG�KDG�VLQQHG�D�JUHDW�
VLQ�DQG�KDG�PDGH�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV�JRGV�RI�JROG���0RVHV�DVNHG�WKH�/RUG�LI�+H�ZRXOG�IRUJLYH�

If you call your child a little devil, 
don’t think he does not know who 
the big devil is.

* * * * *
What the church needs today is a 
good burning out by the Holy Spirit.

* * * * *
Get rid of condemnation by 
confessing and forsaking your 
sins.

* * * * *
Whether you have heard a 
preacher preach the gospel or not, 
your conscience preaches and 
tells you when you go contrary to 
God.

* * * * *
I don’t care to what crowd you 
belong; if you are not a saint, you 
are a sinner.

* * * * *
The kiss of Judas hurt Jesus more 
than the wound in His side.

* * * * *
If the devil looked like a mouse, 
more women would be saved.

* * * * *
Any doctor can circumcise the 
ÀHVK��EXW�RQO\�*RG�FDQ�FLUFXPFLVH�
the heart.

* * * * *
Never feel inferior, but don’t act 
superior.

* * * * *
<RX�FDQ¶W�VDWLVI\� WKH�ÀHVK��\RX¶YH�
got to control it.

* * * * *
7KH� ZRUOG� SDFL¿HV� EXW� *RG�
VDWLV¿HV�

* * * * *
God has no respect of persons, 
and neither does the devil.

* * * * *
God’s “shalls” don’t miss.

* * * * *
God is not only saying the same 
things that He said in olden times, 
but He means the same things 
today that He meant in olden 
times.

* * * * *
Don’t get into anything into which 
you cannot bring God. 

* * * * *
“Sparks from the Anvil” are now 
available in hard copy. If you 
desire a copy, write to the Happy 
New Publishing Company, 2030 
Georgia Avenue NW, Washington, 
DC 20001-3027
Contributions are $8.00



Elder Lightfoot Solomon Michaux,
founder, Church of God
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WKHLU�VLQ�DQG�LI�QRW��+H�ZDQWHG�*RG�WR�EORW�
KLP�RXW�RI�+LV�%RRN�ZKLFK�+H�KDG�ZULWWHQ���
5HDG��´And the LORD said unto Moses, 
Whosoever hath sinned against me, 
him will I blot out of my book.”  God let 
0RVHV�NQRZ�DW�RQFH�ZKDW�+H�ZRXOG�GR���+H�
DV�PXFK�VDLG�DV�ZH�KHDU�DW�WLPHV��´,·OO�UXQ�
my business and you do the little job I gave 
\RX�µ��+H�VDLG��´,·OO�EORW�RXW�KLP�ZKRVRHYHU�
KDV�VLQQHG�DJDLQVW�PH�µ���*RG�NQHZ�WKDW�
0RVHV�KDG�QRW�WUDQVJUHVVHG�DJDLQVW�+LP��
yet he was telling God to blot his name 
out because of the others who had sinned 
DJDLQVW�+LP�µ��5HDG���´Therefore now go, 
lead the people unto the place of which 
I have spoken unto thee: behold mine 
Angel shall go before thee: nevertheless 
in the day when I visit I will visit their 
sin upon them�µ� � +H� VDLG� EHKROG�� P\�
$QJHO�LV�JRLQJ�ZLWK�\RX��EXW�QHYHUWKHOHVV��
ZKHQ�,�JHW�UHDG\�WR�SXQLVK�WKHP�EHFDXVH�
RI� WKHLU� VLQV�� ,� ZLOO� YLVLW� WKHLU� VLQV� XSRQ�
them.

���������0\�SUHFLRXV�RQHV��WKH�ÀUVW�VLQ�HYHU�
committed was committed against God 
LQ� +HDYHQ� E\� DQ� $QJHO� QDPHG� /XFLIHU�
ZKR� KDG� EHFRPH� OLIWHG� XS� LQ� SULGH� DQG�
DWWHPSWHG� WR� H[DOW� KLV� WKURQH� DERYH� WKH�
WKURQH�RI�*RG� LQ�KHDYHQ�� � � � ,Q� ,VDLDK����
UHDGLQJ�IURP�WKH���WK�WR�WKH���WK�YHUVHV��
\RX·OO�ÀQG�WKLV�RQ�UHFRUG���´How art thou 
fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of 
the morning! how art thou cut down 
to the ground, which didst weaken the 
nations!  For thou hast said in thine 
heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will 
exalt my throne above the stars of 
God...µ� � 1RWLFH�� � /XFLIHU� KDV� VDLG� LQ� KLV�
heart that he will ascend into heaven and 
H[DOW� KLV� WKURQH� DQG� WKRVH� ZKR� IROORZ�
him above the leaders that God has 
HVWDEOLVKHG���5HDG����I will sit also upon 
the mount of the congregation, in the 
sides of the north:µ�+H� VDLG� ,·OO� VLW� DQG�
rule the congregation in the sides of the 
QRUWK���´I will ascend above the heights 
of the clouds; I will be like the most 
High�µ� � /XFLIHU� VDLG� KH� ZRXOG� DVFHQG�
DERYH�WKH�KHLJKWV�RI�WKH�FORXGV�����´,·OO�EH�
OLNH�*RG�P\VHOI�µ�KH�VDLG���%XW�ZKDW"������
´Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, 
to the sides of the pit�µ��7KH�SHQDOW\�IRU�
the sin of angels was that they should be 
FDVW�GRZQ�WR�KHOO���7KH�SHQDOW\�IRU�WKH�VLQV�
of man is death.  God ordained that the 
GD\�WKDW�$GDP�VLQQHG�KH�VKRXOG�GLH��+H�
ordained that the day the angels sinned, 
D� SODFH� FDOO� KHOO� VKRXOG� EH� SUHSDUHG�
for them.  When I say, ‘the day’ I mean 
WKLV�� ´one day with the Lord is as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years 
as one day.”  The beginning of time is 
ZLWK�*RG�DQG�QRW�ZLWK�PDQ�� �+H�PDNHV�
D� GD\� DV� ORQJ� DV�+H�SOHDVHV� RU� DV� VKRUW�
DV�+H�SOHDVHV�� �+H�ÀQLVKHV�ZKDWHYHU�+H�
KDV�SURPLVHG�WR�GR��DQG�+H�FDOOV�WKDW�WLPH�
D�GD\�� �7KRXJK�*RG�SODQQHG�WKDW�DQJHOV�
should be cast down to hell, they’re not 
LQ�KHOO�\HW��EXW�WKH\·UH�RQ�WKHLU�ZD\���0DQ�
KDV�QRW�FRPSOHWHG�KLV�VHQWHQFH�ZKLFK�LV�
unto death, but his time will come when 
*RG�VKDOO�ZLSH�PDQ�IURP�WKH� IDFH�RI� WKH�
HDUWK��IRU�´the wages of sin is death: …” 
�5RPDQV�����D���$V�ORQJ�DV�RQH�PDQ�OLYHV��

$GDP�VWLOO�OLYHV�IRU�WKHUH�LV�RQO\�RQH�PDQ�
DQG�WKDW�RQH�LV�$GDP��DOO�RI�\RX�DUH�WKH�RII�
VSULQJ�RI�$GDP�

���� � � � � �%HFDXVH�RI�WKH�VLQ�RI�/XFLIHU�DQG�
the angels who followed him in this 
rebellion against God, they were cast 
out of heaven down to hell, not into hell.  
,Q� ,,� 3HWHU�� WKH� �G� &KDSWHU� DQG� WKH� �WK�
YHUVH�� LW� VD\V�� ´For if God spared not 
the angels that sinned, but cast them 
down to hell, and delivered them into 
the chains of darkness, to be reserved 
unto judgment;µ� *RG� VSDUHG� QRW� WKH�
angels that sinned but cast them down 
to  hell and delivered them into chains of 
GDUNQHVV�WR�SUHYHQW�WKHP�IURP�SXWWLQJ�LQ�
WKHLU�DSSHDUDQFH���+H�SODFHG�WKHP�WKHUH�WR�
await judgment when God shall cast them 
into hell.  They are now on the earth where 
KHOO�VKDOO�EH�SUHSDUHG�DIWHU�WKH�ULJKWHRXV�
VKDOO� KDYH� EHHQ� WDNHQ� RXW� WR� WKH� SODQHW�
FDOOHG�+HDYHQ�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�*RG·V�:RUG�

         To have authority is a dangerous thing 
for some human beings.  It was dangerous 
IRU�VRPH�RI� WKH�DQJHOV�WR�WKH�H[WHQW�WKDW�
WKH\�EHFDPH�OLIWHG�XS�LQ�SULGH���*RG�JLYHV�
XV� WKLV� UHFRUG� LQ� +LV� :RUG� WR� JLYH� \RX�
an idea of how dangerous authority is.  
/XFLIHU��WKH�GHYLO��ZDV�PDGH�WKH�DQRLQWHG�
FKHUXE�� WKH� UXOHU� RI� WKH� SODQHW� FDOOHG�
+HDYHQ���%HFDXVH�KH�ZDV�PDGH�UXOHU��KH�
EHJDQ�WR�¶IHHO·�KLPVHOI��DV�ZH�VD\��DQG�KH�
EHJDQ� WR� VD\�� ´ZHOO�� ,�GRQ·W� VHH�ZK\�*RG�
wants this thing or the other thing done.”  
*RG� NQHZ� KLV� KHDUW� DQG� VSRNH� WR� KLP���
7KHQ�KH�VDLG��´,·OO�JR�RQ�WKH�QRUWK�DQG�VHW�
XS�P\�NLQJGRP�DQG�OHW�\RX�KDYH�WKLV�VLGH���
+H� KDG� XQGHU� KLV� FRPPDQG� WKH� ZKROH�
KRVW�RI�DQJHOV� LQ�+HDYHQ�� �%XW�KH�GLGQ·W�
UHDOL]H�� QRU� GLG� KH� XQGHUVWDQG� WKDW� WKH�
authority he had was given to him by God.  
:KHQ�KH�URVH�XS�DQG�UHEHOOHG��WKHQ�*RG��
:KR� LV� $OPLJKW\�� KDG�KLP� FDVW� RXW�� � $V�
WKH� SUD\HU� VDLG�� ´$OPLJKW\�*RG� ���� WKHUH�
LV�QR�PLJKW�DERYH� WKDW�RI�*RG�$OPLJKW\���
,� GRQ·W� FDUH� KRZ�PXFK� SRZHU� \RX� KDYH��
WKHUH�LV�QR�SRZHU�DERYH�WKH�SRZHU�RI�*RG���
$JDLQ��,�VD\��ZKHQ�WKH�5HJHQWV�VXJJHVWHG�
WKLV�SUD\HU�IRU�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�EHJLQQLQJ�ZLWK�
WKH�ZRUGV��́ $OPLJKW\�*RGµ��WKH�+RO\�*KRVW�
dictated it.  There is no man nor angel, 

amen, who cannot rebel against God, but 
your rebelling will not get you anywhere.

� � � � � � � � � ,Q� VHWWLQJ�XS� RUGHUV� WR� UXOH�+LV�
FKXUFK�LQ�WKH�HDUWK��WKH�/RUG�FRPPDQGHG�
WKDW�D�QRYLFH�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�SXW�XS�´lest 
being lifted up with pride he fall in the 
condemnation of the devil,” I Timothy 
����OLNH�WKH�DQJHOV�DQG�/XFLIHU���/LVWHQ�WR�
WKHVH�ZRUGV�IRXQG�LQ��VW�7LPRWK\��WKH��UG�
&KDSWHU��UHDGLQJ�IURP�WKH��VW�WR�WKH��WK�
YHUVHV���´THIS is a true saying, If a man 
GHVLUH�WKH�RIÀFH�RI�D�ELVKRS��KH�GHVLUHWK�
a good work.”  It says, if a man desires 
WR�EH�D�ELVKRS��D�UXOHU�RI�WKH�FKXUFK���KH�
GHVLUHWK�D�JRRG�ZRUN�������´A bishop then 
must be blameless, the husband of one 
wife, vigilant, sober, of good behavior, 
given to hospitality, apt to teach.  Not 
given to wine, no striker, not greedy of 
ÀOWK\�OXFUH��EXW�SDWLHQW��QRW�D�EUDZOHU��
not covetous�µ� � $� ELVKRS� LV� QR� ZLQH�
GULQNHU�RU�VWULNHU��KH�LV�QRW�WR�ORYH�PRQH\��
EXW�KH�LV�WR�EH�SDWLHQW�DQG�QRW�D�EUDZOHU�
QRU� LV�KH� WR�EH� FRYHWRXV�� � ���� ´One that 
ruleth well his own house, having his 
children in subject with all gravity;µ��$�
ELVKRS�PXVW�UXOH�KLV�RZQ�KRXVH�KH�PXVW�
have his children under subjection with 
DOO� JUDYLW\�EHLQJ� DEOH� WR� VD\�� ´FRPH�KHUH�
or go there” and they move accordingly.  
����´(For if a man know not how to rule 
his own house, how shall he take care 
of the Church of God?)”  It is saying if 
D�PDQ�GRHVQ·W�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�UXOH�KLV�RZQ�
KRXVH�� KRZ� FDQ� KH� WDNH� FDUH� RI� *RG·V�
SHRSOH"��+HUH�LW�LV�LQ�WKH��WK�YHUVH��´Not a 
novice, lest being lifted up with pride, 
he fall into the condemnation of the 
devil�µ��7KH�ELVKRS�PXVW�QRW�EH�D�QRYLFH�
OHVW� KH� EHFRPH� OLIWHG� XS� EHFDXVH� RI� WKH�
authority that is invested in him, and he 
falls into the same condemnation the devil 
IHOO�LQWR�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�SRZHU�LQYHVWHG�LQ�
KLP���+H�URVH�XS�DQG�FHDVHG�WR�IHHO�WKDW�KH�
KDG�WR�UHVSHFW�*RG�

�� � � � � � � �7KH�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�KDV�ULVHQ�XS�
EHFDXVH�RI�WKHLU�DXWKRULW\�DQG�WKH�SRZHU�
invested in them by this government and 
WKHUHE\�� FRQGHPQHG� SUD\HU� WR� $OPLJKW\�
*RG� ���� WKH� $OPLJKW\� *RG�� SURKLELWLQJ�
VFKRRO� FKLOGUHQ� IURP� SHWLWLRQLQJ� WR� WKH�
God who owns heaven and earth.  It’s all 
ULJKW�WR�VHSDUDWH�&KXUFK�DQG�6WDWH�IRU�WKH�
&KXUFK� LV� DQ� RUJDQL]HG� ERG\� VHW� XS� IRU�
WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�SUDFWLFLQJ�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�
&KULVW�DQG�WKH�6WDWH�RU�JRYHUQPHQW�LV�DQ�
RUJDQL]HG��ERG\�WKDW�VHWV�XS�ODZV�WR�JRYHUQ�
SHRSOH�ZKR�GR�QRW�IROORZ�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�
&KULVW���7KHUHIRUH��DV�-HVXV�WDXJKW�PHQ�WR�
SUD\���IRU�SUD\HU�LV�WKH�OLIHOLQH�EHWZHHQ�*RG�
DQG�PDQ���QR�DXWKRULW\�LQ�KHDYHQ�RU�HDUWK�
KDV�WKH�ULJKW�WR�DWWHPSW�WR�VHSDUDWH�*RG�
DQG�PDQ�DV�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�DWWHPSWV�
WR�GR���'RQ·W�HYHQ�DWWHPSW�WR�VHSDUDWH�*RG�
and man.

���������*RG�WHOOV�PDQ�WR�DVN�+LP�IRU�ZKDW�WKH\�
want.  Then to have his desire granted, his 
KHDUW�PXVW�EH�SXUH�DQG�KLV�KDQGV�FOHDQ���
$IWHU�WKDW��WKH�+RO\�*KRVW�ZLOO�GLFWDWH�WKH�
SHWLWLRQ� DQG� *RG� ZLOO� DQVZHU� LW�� � 7KDW·V�
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Responses to the
Bible Word Puzzle

The following persons found the correcct answer:

Laverna Faulkner
Alexandria, VA

* * * * *
Michael Haynes

Upper Marlboro, MD
* * * * *

Laura B. Maddux
Kenbridge, VA

* * * * *
Rosa Stone

Brodnax, VA
* * * * *

Barbara Newby
South Hill, VA

Broken Pieces
 

,I�\RX�DUH�EURNHQ�E\�OLIH�WULDOV 
and weary from life’s defeats. 

If you have been badly battered 
DQG�KDYH�QR�MR\�RU�SHDFH� 

*LYH�*RG�\RXU�EURNHQ�SLHFHV 
VR�+H�ZLOO�PROG�WKHP�EDFN�LQ�SODFH� 
+H�FDQ�PDNH�WKHP�EHWWHU�WKDQ�EHIRUH 

ZLWK�D�WRXFK�RI�+LV�VZHHW�JUDFH� 

If your dreams have been shattered 
DIWHU�PXFK�VWUXJJOH�DQG�SDLQ� 

(YHQ�LI�\RXU�OLIH�VHHPV�KRSHOHVV 
God can restore you again. 
*RG�FDQ�WDNH�EURNHQ�SLHFHV 
DQG�+H�FDQ�PDNH�WKHP�ZKROH� 
,W�PDWWHUV�QRW�KRZ�EDGO\�EURNHQ 
*RG�KDV�WKH�SRZHU�WR�UHVWRUH� 

6R�ZH�DUH�QHYHU�ZLWKRXW�KRSH 
QR�PDWWHU�WKH�VKDSH�ZH�DUH�LQ� 

*RG�FDQ�WDNH�RXU�IUDJPHQWHG�OLYHV 
DQG�SXW�WKHP�WRJHWKHU�DJDLQ� 

6R�LI�\RX·UH�EURNHQ�EH\RQG�PHDVXUH 
DQG�\RX�GRQ·W�NQRZ�ZKDW�WR�GR� 
*RG�VSHFLDOL]HV�LQ�EURNHQ�WKLQJV 
VR�+LV�JORU\�FDQ�VKLQH�WKURXJK� 

��/HQRUD�0F:KRUWHU
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THE FALL 2023 - SOLEMN ASSEMBLY
)DVWLQJ�LV�D�YLWDO�DVSHFW�RI�WUXH�ZRUVKLS���,W�LV�QRW�D�WLPH�IRU�IHDVWLQJ��IXQ��SLRXV�
DFWLQJ��RU�ERZLQJ�WR�RQH·V�VHOI�WR�DSSHDU�VDQFWLPRQLRXV���7KH�SHULRG�RI�3UD\HU��
0HGLWDWLRQ��:RUVKLS�DQG�)DVWLQJ�UHSUHVHQWV�VHULRXV�WLPH�VSHQW�ZLWK�WKH�/RUG���
'XULQJ�WKLV�WLPH�RI�FRQVHFUDWLRQ��WKH�%HOLHYHU�DIÁLFWV�WKH�ERG\�ZKLOH�VHHNLQJ�WR�
gain strength for the inner man.

)URP�)ULGD\��2FWREHU��WK�WKURXJK�6XQGD\��2FWREHU�����������*RVSHO�6SUHDGLQJ�
&KXUFK�HQJDJHV� LQ�D�6ROHPQ�$VVHPEO\��&29,'����JXLGHOLQHV�VXJJHVW� UDGLFDO�
FKDQJH�LQ�FRUSRUDWH�ZRUVKLS��0RGHUQ�WHFKQRORJ\�VXFK�DV�ZHELQDUV�DQG�VPDUW�
SKRQHV�UHSODFH�UHJXODU�FKXUFK�JDWKHULQJV��*RVSHO�6SUHDGLQJ�&KXUFK�PHPEHUV�
SUHVHQWO\�HQJDJH�LQ�WKH�ZRUVKLS�H[SHULHQFH�ZKLOH�VKHOWHULQJ�LQ�SODFH��
 
3UDLVH�*RG� IRU�+LV� IDLWKIXOQHVV�� 6LQFH� LQ� OLIH�ZH� VRPHWLPHV� ÀQG� RXUVHOYHV� LQ�
GLIÀFXOWLHV� WKDW�KHOS�XV�UHFRJQL]H� WKH� IDFW� WKDW�ZH�QHHG�*RG�WR�ZRUN�RXW�RXU�
VLWXDWLRQV���3UREOHPV�DUH�QR�VWUDQJHUV�WR�XV���/LIH·V�VLWXDWLRQV�DUH�QRW�DOZD\V�
understood and may be very hard to unravel.  
 
,Q� %LEOH� GD\V�� ZKHQ� SHRSOH� RI� *RG� IRXQG� WKHPVHOYHV� IDFLQJ� LQVXUPRXQWDEOH�
RGGV��WKH\�FDOOHG�RQ�*RG���)RU�H[DPSOH��4XHHQ�(VWKHU�FDOOHG�WKH�SHRSOH�WR�SUD\HU�
DQG� IDVWLQJ� �6HH�(VWKHU�������� �7KH�FLW\�RI�1LQHYHK�ZDV�FDOOHG� WR� IDVWLQJ�DQG�
SUD\HU��6HH�-RQDK��������:KHQ�WKH�GLVFLSOHV�ZHUH�XQDEOH�WR�FDVW�GHPRQV�RXW�RI�
WKH�FKLOG��-HVXV�LQIRUPHG�WKHP�RI�WKH�QHFHVVLW\�RI�SUD\HU�DQG�IDVWLQJ���´Howbeit 
this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fastingµ��6W��0DWWKHZ��������

7KH�SURFHGXUH�IRU�FRUSRUDWH�SUD\HU�DQG�IDVWLQJ�LV�RXWOLQHG�LQ�-RHO�����������,Q�
WKHVH�ZRUVKLS�VHUYLFHV�HYHU\�GHWDLO�LV�JLYHQ���(YHU\RQH�IURP�WKH�JUHDWHVW�WR�WKH�
OHDVW�LV�WR�EH�DFFRXQWHG�IRU���7KH�SHRSOH�DUH�JDWKHUHG��WKH�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�LV�WR�EH�
FOHDQVHG�VDQFWLÀHG�� �7KH�HOGHUV��FKLOGUHQ��QXUVLQJ�EDELHV��EULGH��EULGHJURRP��
SULHVWV��PLQLVWHUV�RI�WKH�/RUG�DUH�WR�EH�DVVHPEOHG���1R�RQH�LV�OHIW�RXW�

-XVW� DV� WKH� SURSKHW� -RHO� H[SODLQV� FRUSRUDWH� SUD\HU� DQG� IDVWLQJ�� WKH� SURSKHW�
,VDLDK�H[KRUWV�WKH�FKXUFK�WR�IDVW�LQGLYLGXDOO\���´Is not this the fast that I have 
chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and 
to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke?  Is it not to deal 
thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to 
thy house? when thou seest the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou 
KLGH�QRW�WK\VHOI�IURP�WKLQH�RZQ�ÁHVKµ��,VDLDK��������"

&RUSRUDWH� DQG� LQGLYLGXDO� SUD\HU� DQG� IDVWLQJ� DUH� RIWHQ�PDMRU� IDFWRUV� LQ� WUXH�
ZRUVKLS���:H�UHFHLYH�JUHDW�WKLQJV�IURP�WKH�/RUG�ZKHQ�ZH�REH\�+LV�LQVWUXFWLRQV�
UHJDUGLQJ�KRZ�WR�ZRUVKLS���´Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, 
and thine health shall spring forth speedily: and thy righteousness shall go 
before thee; the glory of the LORD shall be thy rerewardµ��,VDLDK��������

-XVW�DV�SUD\HU�DQG�IDVWLQJ�ZHUH�SUDFWLFHV�LQ�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW��DQG�WKH�1HZ�
7HVWDPHQW��WKH\�DUH�LPSRUWDQW�HOHPHQWV�LQ�ZRUVKLSLQJ�*RG�LQ�WKLV���st century.  
,VDLDK� WUXO\� FULHG� DORXG� DQG� VSDUHG� QRW�� +H� GHFODUHG� XQWR� XV� ZKDW� LV� WKH�
DFFHSWDEOH�IDVW�XQWR�WKH�/RUG���:H�VKRXOG�QRW�ZLWKKROG�JRRG�ZKHQ�ZH�KDYH�VXFK�
DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�

-HVXV� WDXJKW� +LV� IROORZHUV� KRZ� WR� FRQGXFW� WKHPVHOYHV� ZKHQ� LQ� SUD\HU� DQG�
IDVWLQJ���+H�VDLG��´But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash 
thy face; That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which 
is in secret: and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly” 
�6W��0DWWKHZ�����������

:H�DOVR�IROORZ�WKH�H[KRUWDWLRQ�IRXQG�LQ�,�7LPRWK\��������´I EXHORT therefore, 
WKDW��ÀUVW�RI�DOO��VXSSOLFDWLRQV��SUD\HUV��LQWHUFHVVLRQV��DQG�JLYLQJ�RI�WKDQNV��
be made for all men; For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we 
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.  For this is 
good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior; Who will have all men 
to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.”  In this regard, 
GXULQJ�WKH�VROHPQ�DVVHPEO\��VSHFLDO�SUD\HUV�DUH��RIIHUHG�IRU�WKH�3UHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�
8QLWHG�6WDWHV��KLV�VWDII��PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�8�6��&RQJUHVV��MXGJHV�RI�WKH�HDUWK�DQG�
WKH�$UPHG�)RUFHV��6HFRQG�&KURQLFOHV�������´If my people, which are called by 
my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn 
from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their 
sin, and will heal their land.µ�$V�D�QDWLRQ��DQG�DV�LQGLYLGXDOV��ZH�QHHG�WR�WXUQ�
IURP�RXU�ZLFNHG�ZD\V���,I�WKLV�LV�GRQH��*RG�ZLOO�KHDO�RXU�ODQG�

We are living in a time of trouble, such as never was since there has been a 
QDWLRQ���+RZHYHU��ZH�FDQ�DOZD\V�ÀQG�FRPIRUW�LQ�WKH�6FULSWXUHV��3VDOP��������
´For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: 
no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly����5HJDUGOHVV�
RI�WKH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��*RG�ZLOO�KRQRU�+LV�:RUG��LI�ZH�ZLOO�REH\�+LP�WR�WKH�OHWWHU���
´For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the 
glory of God by usµ��,,�&RULQWKLDQV�������

5HDGHUV�RI�HAPPY NEWS�DUH�LQYLWHG�WR�MRLQ�*RVSHO�6SUHDGLQJ�&KXUFK�LQ�WKLV�
YHQWXUH����SUD\LQJ�DQG�IDVWLQJ���´...The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much” �-DPHV�����E�.    “God is a Spirit: and they that worship 
him must worship him in spirit and in truth: �6W��-RKQ�������
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BE LIKE CHRIST

Mrs. Mary E. Michaux,  
co-founder, Church of God

It is commonly thought by the 
DYHUDJH� &KULVWLDQ� RI� WRGD\� DQG� DOVR� E\�
many who are endeavoring to teach the 
:RUG�RI�WKH�/RUG��WKDW�LW�LV�LPSRVVLEOH�IRU�
D�VDYHG�SHUVRQ�WR�EH�OLNH�&KULVW���7R�EH�OLNH�
&KULVW� VLPSO\� PHDQV� WR� ORYH� HYHU\ERG\��
HYHQ� WKRVH� ZKR� RSSRVH� \RX� DQG� WU\� WR�
GLVFUHGLW� HYHU\WKLQJ� \RX� VD\�� WR� ZRUN�
diligently with the unsaved to return them 
away from sin and encourage them to 
DFFHSW�VDOYDWLRQ�XQGHU�WKH�SODQ�WKDW�*RG�
VHQW�-HVXV�WR�VHW�XS�DPRQJ�PHQ��WR�SUD\�WR�
WKH�)DWKHU�GD\�DQG�QLJKW��DQG�LQYRNH�+LV�
EOHVVLQJV�XSRQ� WKH�ZRUNV�RI� WKH�&KXUFK�
RI�*RG��WR�LQYRNH�WKH�EOHVVLQJV�RI�WKH�/RUG�
XSRQ�OLWWOH�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�ZRUN�ZLWK�WKHP�
WR�EXLOG�XS�WKH�6XQGD\�6FKRRO�DQG�3XULW\�
&OXE��DQG�WR�REH\�*RG�XQWR�GHDWK�

7KH� /RUG� QHYHU� DVNHG� SHRSOH� WR�
do that which they could not do.  Jesus 
DOZD\V� KDG� D� ÀQDO� ZRUG� ZLWK� SHRSOH� +H�
EOHVVHG�� � ,W�ZDV��´Go and sin no more!”  
�6HH� 6W�� -RKQ� ����E��� � � :K\� ZRXOG� RXU�
GHDU�6DYLRU�VD\�VXFK�ZRUGV�LI�LW�ZHUH�QRW�
LQWHQGHG� WKDW� VDYHG� SHRSOH� VKRXOG� OLYH�
OLNH�&KULVW"��,I�\RX�ZLOO�QRWH�WKH�EHDXWLIXO�
ZRUGV�RI�&KULVW�LQ�+LV�ZRQGHUIXO�VHUPRQ�
RQ� WKH� 0RXQW� RI� %HDWLWXGHV� �6HH� 6W��
0DWWKHZ� )LIWK� &KDSWHU��� \RX� PD\� UHFDOO�
WKDW�+H� WDXJKW� WKHP� WKDW� WKH\�ZHUH� WKH�
salt of the earth, and if the salt have lost 
his savour, it is good for nothing, but to 
be cast out, and to be trodden under the 
foot of men. 

-HVXV�DOVR�WDXJKW�RQ�WKLV�RFFDVLRQ��
´Ye are the light of the world.  A city that 
is set on an hill cannot be hid.  Neither 
do men light a candle, and put it under 
a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it 
giveth light unto all that are in the 
house.  Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is 
in heavenµ� �6W��0DWWKHZ� ���������� � $QG�
WKHQ�-HVXV�FRPPDQGHG��́ Be ye therefore 
perfect, even as your Father which is 
in heaven is perfectµ��6W�0DWWKHZ���������
This certainly does not sustain anyone 
ZKR�ZRXOG�VD\�LW�LV�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�EH�OLNH�
&KULVW�

/HW� XV� WXUQ� WR� &RORVVLDQV� 7KLUG�
&KDSWHU� DQG� UHDG� YHUVHV� RQH� WKURXJK�
seven.  These instructions come directly 
IURP�&KULVW�WKURXJK�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��ZKLFK�
ZDV�LQ�3DXO��WKH�$SRVWOH��´IF ye then be 
risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth 
on the right hand of God.  Set your 
affection on things above, not on things 
on the earth.  For ye are dead, and your 
life is hid with Christ in God.  When 
Christ, who is our life, shall appear, 
then shall ye also appear with him in 
glory.  Mortify therefore your members 
which are upon the earth; fornication, 
uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil 
concupiscence, and covetousness, 
which is idolatry: For which things’ 
sake the wrath of God cometh on the 
children of disobedience: In the which 
ye also walked some time, when ye 
lived in them”, but not now.

,I� ZH� DUH� WKH� SHRSOH� RI� *RG�� WKH�
SURSHU� NLQG� RI� SDUHQWV�� ZH� ZDQW� RXU�
FKLOGUHQ�WR�EH�OLNH�XV���*RG�KDV�WKH�VDPH�
FRQFHUQ� IRU� +LV� FKLOGUHQ�� � +H� FHUWDLQO\�

ZDQWV�+LV�FKLOGUHQ�WR�EH�OLNH�+LP���)UDQNO\�
I should say, you are not a child of God 
XQOHVV�\RX�DUH� OLNH�+LP�� �:KHQ�\RX�DUH�
ERUQ� RI� *RG�� \RX� WDNH� RQ� WKH� QDWXUH� RI�
*RG��DQG�WXUQ�RXW�WR�EH�OLNH�+LP���7KLV�LV�
WKH�P\VWHU\�RI�*RGOLQHVV��³�WKH�SRZHU�RI�
*RG·V�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�WKH�FDUQDO�QDWXUH�RI�PDQ�
WR�PDNH�LW�&KULVW�OLNH�

:KHQ�ZH�VSHDN�RI�EHLQJ�OLNH�&KULVW��
ZH�VLPSO\�PHDQ�WKDW�WKH�WKLQJV�+H�ZRXOG�
QRW� SUDFWLFH�� ZH� VKRXOG� QRW� SUDFWLFH���
0D\� *RG� KHOS� XQJRGO\�� VLQ�SHGGOLQJ��
OXNHZDUP�� VR�FDOOHG� &KULVWLDQV� WR� ZDNH�
XS��VKDNH�RII�WKHLU�JUDYH�FORWKHV��DQG�ULVH�
and shine.

,I�JRVSHO�ZRUNHUV�RI�WRGD\�ZRXOG�RQO\�
JR�WR�WKH�IRXQWDLQ�ZKLFK�LV�RSHQHG�LQ�WKH�
+RXVH�RI�'DYLG�IRU�VLQ�DQG�XQFOHDQQHVV��
and would get a real good bath, (glory to 
*RG���WKH\�ZRXOG�EH�LQ�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�WR�KHOS�
others.  They would be worthy to carry the 
JRVSHO�PHVVDJH�ZKHUH�LW�FDQ�GR�WKH�PRVW�
JRRG�� �*RG�GRHV�QRW� VHQG�DQ\�SHUVRQ� WR�
FDUU\�+LV�:RUG�ZKR�LV�XQFOHDQ���,I�RQH�LV�
in the mire himself, he is not worthy or 
DEOH� WR� KHOS� RWKHUV�� ZKR� DUH� DOVR� LQ� WKH�
PLUH�� � $V� *RG� KDV� VDLG�� ZKHQ�ZH� WHDFK�
others not to steal or do things that are 
FRQGHPQHG�E\�WKH�JRVSHO��WKH�TXHVWLRQ�LV�
DVNHG��'R�ZH�GR�WKRVH�WKLQJV"

:KHQ� ZRUNLQJ� IRU� WKH� /RUG�� ZH�
DUH� VLPSO\� LQVWUXPHQWV� LQ� *RG·V� KDQG��
DYDLODEOH�IRU�XVH�ZKHUHYHU�+H�PLJKW�GHVLUH�
WR�SODFH�XV���7KHUHIRUH��ZH�PXVW�EH�FOHDQ�
YHVVHOV��PHHW� IRU� WKH�0DVWHU·V�XVH�� �*RG�
GRHV�QRW�XVH�PHQ�ZKR�H[DOW�WKHPVHOYHV�VR�
DV�WR�EHFRPH�JRGV���+H�XVHV�WKRVH�ZKR�JR�
down into the valley of humiliation.  Praise 
RXU�*RG���7R�JR�XS�LV�WR�FRPH�GRZQ��DQG�WR�
JR�GRZQ�LV�WR�FRPH�XS�

0D\� *RG� KHOS� HYHU\� NQHH�KLJK�
SUHDFKHU�� HYHU\� WHPSWLQJ� FDUG� SOD\LQJ�
FKXUFK�ZRUNHU�ZKR�VFRIIV�DW�D�UHDO�FKLOG�RI�
*RG��WR�OD\�DVLGH�KLV�FKRLU�ERRNV��JLYH�XS�
KLV�DFWLYLWLHV��OHDYH�RII�KLV�IRRG��DQG�SUD\�
his way through to God.  God will then 
PDNH� KLP� D� ÀUHEUDQG� DQG� VRXO� ZLQQHU���
$QG�KLV�OLIH�ZLOO�´WHOO�IRU�-HVXV�µ

The wound of a friend is better than 
WKH�NLVV�RI�DQ�HQHP\���6R��\RX�KDG�EHWWHU�
WDNH�LQ�ZKDW�,�DP�VD\LQJ�DQG�OHW�LW�GR�\RXU�
soul good.

/HW�XV�UHDG�,,�3HWHU��)LUVW�&KDSWHU��
YHUVHV� WKUHH� WKURXJK� WZHQW\�RQH�� DV�
IROORZV��´According as his divine power 
hath given unto us all things that 
pertain unto life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of him that hath called 
us to glory and virtue: whereby are given 
unto us exceeding great and precious 
promises: that by these ye might be 
partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped the corruption that is in the 
world through lust.

´And beside this, giving all 
diligence, add to your faith virtue; and 
to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge 
temperance; and to temperance 
patience; and to patience godliness; 
And to godliness brotherly kindness; 
and to brotherly kindness charity.  For 
if these things be in you, and abound, 
they make you that ye shall neither be 
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.  But he that 
lacketh these things is blind, and 
cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten 
that he was purged from his old sins.

´Wherefore the rather, brethren, 
give diligence to make your calling and 
election sure: for if ye do these things, 
ye shall never fall: For so an entrance 
shall be ministered unto you abundantly 
into the everlasting kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

´Wherefore I will not be negligent 
to put you always in remembrance of 
these things, though ye know them, 
and be established in the present truth.  
Yes, I think it meet, as long as I am 
in this tabernacle, to stir you up by 
putting you in remembrance; Knowing 
that shortly I must put off this my 
tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus 
Christ hath shewed me.”

´Moreover, I will endeavor that 
ye may be able after my decease to have 
these things always in remembrance.  
For we have not followed cunningly 
devised fables, when we made known 
unto you the power and coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ but, were 
eyewitnesses of his majesty.

´For he received from God the 
Father honour and glory, when there 
came such a voice to him from the 
excellent glory.  This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased.  And 
this voice which came from heaven we 
heard, when we were with him in the 
holy mount.

´We have also a more sure word of 
prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye 
take heed, as unto a light that shineth 
in a dark place, until the day dawn, 
and the day star arise in your hearts: 
.QRZLQJ� WKLV� ÀUVW�� WKDW� QR� SURSKHF\�
of the scripture is of any private 
interpretation.    For the prophecy 
came not in old time by the will of man: 
but holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost.”

0D\�*RG�EOHVV�\RX�LV�P\�SUD\HU�
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WATER BAPTIZING  --   WHAT? WHY?   
Baptism is immersion in water which expresses repentance from sinful lifestyles and saving faith in Jesus Christ. Baptizing is to becoming a Christian what 

the wedding ceremony is to becoming married.  

John did baptize … and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. St. Mark 1:4. Jesus said, He that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved; St. Mark 16:16. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Galatians 3:27. 

The Church of God has honored the sacrament of water baptizing since around 1930 when baptizing candidates were immersed in the Potomac River 
LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��'&��6LQFH�WKDW�WLPH�WKH�&2*�DQQXDO�EDSWL]LQJ�KDV�RFFXUUHG�LQ�*UL൶WK�6WDGLXP��1DWLRQDO�*XDUG�$UPRU\��8OLQH�,FH�$UHQD��&DUWHU�%DURQ�
Amphitheater, and Showplace Arena, and Washington DC Church of God. On Sunday, September 24, 2023, baptizing candidates were immersed in the 
waters of Chesapeake Bay – Buckroe Beach in Hampton, Virginia.  

The Buckroe Beach activities are pictured herewith. The photographer was Sister Tanya Smith. 

*6&�3UDLVH�	�:RUVKLS�7HDP��6KHUUL�6DSS��'LDQH�&OD\WRQ�,,��3HWKHULD�7XUQHU��0LFKDHO�6PLWK��'HDFRQ�(ULN�
Smith, Diane Clayton, Seanne White and Tanya Smith

Emcees: Faith Green, Kismith Macey and Deacon Erik Smith

Harmonicist - Kyle Love
(Hampton, VA)

Prayer Response Team (PRT) - Assistant Pastor Tommy Smith 
(Leader), Brenda Morgan, Michael Morgan, Deacon Charles 
Cooke, Tracey Tibbs, Juanita Woods, Pastor Alphonso Holt, 
Elder Thomas Davis, Lotena Carter, Marcus Carter, Matilda 
Jenkins, Petheria Turner, Elder Anthony Hurst, Sr., Barbara 

Hurst and Rhonda Holt
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WATER BAPTIZING  --   WHAT? WHY?   
(Continued from Page 6)

Navayah Williams-Mack  
(GSC Baltimore,MD) 

received Baptizing        
&HUWL¿FDWH�DQG�$WWLUH

Diane Davis
(GSC Newport News,VA) Toneka Ross

(GSC Washington, DC)

Sharon Payne (GSC Washington, 
DC) w/Assistants Deacon Frances 

Smith and Mahlon Tibbs

Baptizers - Pastor Marshall (Jamie) Green, Jr. 
and Assistant Pastor Tommy Smith

Prayer with Candidates
Sermon by 

Assistant Pastor Tommy Smith
(GSC Hampton, VA)

Skit: Darlene Whitley, John Johnson, 
Charles Corbin, Pastor Alphonso Holt

*Not pictured: Myra Corbin, Marci Cruz, 
Deacon Charles Cooke

Hospitality Committee (GSC Hampton, VA) - Janelle Brooks, Debra Perry, Minerva McNair, Mahlon Tibbs, Sr., 
Barbara Brown, Mario Brown, Jr., Donna Boone, John Johnson, Rhonda Johnson, and Al Perry

*Not pictured: Deacon Donald Harris, Angela Smith and Tracey Tibbs

Testimony - Juanita Woods 
(GSC Washington, DC) Testimony - Marcus Carter 

(GSC Hampton, VA

Ryan Edwards -
%DULWRQH�,QVWUXPHQWDO
(GSC Hampton, VA)

Soloist: Audrey White
(Hampton, VA)
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MEMORY VERSE
 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life (St. John 3:16).”
 
Possibly the best-known verse in the Bible is St. John 3:16. This verse 
demonstrates God’s great love for mankind in that He would willingly 
R൵HU� XS� +LV� VRQ� IRU� XV� God’s uniquely conceived Son became the 
SHUIHFW� VDFUL¿FH� IRU� RXU� VLQ�� �So now everyone who believes in Him 
will never perish, but experience everlasting life.�,W�LV�WKURXJK�WKH�GHDWK�
and resurrection of Jesus that we are saved, redeemed, and set free from 
sin and death. We are promised the gift of eternal life. What a gift!  Thank 
you, Jesus!

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER

“…Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.  
Amen” (St. Matthew 6:9-13).

LET US PRAY THIS PRAYER AT NOON

“…Spare thy people, O LORD, and give not thine heritage to 
reproach, that the heathen should rule over them: wherefore should 
they say among the people, Where is their God” (Joel 2:17b)?

COMMANDMENT

“And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God, and the Father by him 
(Colossians 3:17).”
 

Young People Respond to the Questions:
Do you have concerns about this school year? If so, how may we pray 

about them for you?
 

Sometimes when the teacher is talking and what she is talking about is 
MXVW�NLQG�RI�ERULQJ��,�PLJKW�GULIW�R൵�DQG�WKLQN�DERXW�VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH�WR�
SDVV�WKH�WLPH���6R�SOHDVH�SUD\�WKDW�,�FDQ�VWD\�IRFXVHG�

By Elijah, Age 13
Laurel
 

3OHDVH�SUD\�WKDW�,�FDQ�EH�RQ�WLPH�HYHU\�GD\���7KDQN�\RX�YHU\�PXFK��
 

By James, Jr., Age 8
Laurel
 

,�DP�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW�VDIHW\�DW�WKH�³H[SUHVV�>VFKRRO�EXV@�VWRS�´�HVSHFLDOO\�
because no teachers are outside with us.  Please pray that there will be not 
DQ\�¿JKWLQJ�WKHUH�RU�LQ�VFKRRO���3OHDVH�SUD\�WKDW�,�ZLOO�JHW�JRRG�JUDGHV��
WKDW�,�ZLOO�VWD\�KHDOWK\��DQG�WKDW�,�ZLOO�QRW�JHW�&29,'�
 
By Nylah, Age 12
Houston
 

,� DP� FRQFHUQHG� DERXW� VDIHW\� DQG� VFKRRO� YLROHQFH�� � 3OHDVH� SUD\� WKDW� ,�
FDQ�JR�WR�D�QHZ�VFKRRO�DQG�GR�ZHOO���3OHDVH�SUD\�WKDW�,�ZLOO�PDNH�JRRG�
friends.
 
By Nevaeh, Age 10
Houston
 

,�ZDQW�WR�LPSURYH�LQ�PDWK���3OHDVH�SUD\���7KDQN�\RX�
 
By Bryson, Age 11
Newport News
 

,�ZRXOG�OLNH�*RG�WR�KHOS�PH�ZLWK�P\�PDWK�DQG�UHDGLQJ�VNLOOV��,�SUD\�IRU�
SURWHFWLRQ�DW�VFKRRO���QR�JXQV��QR�YLROHQFH��DQG�QR�¿JKWV�
 
By Darrious, Jr., Age 9
Newport News
 
3OHDVH�SUD\�WKDW�,�GR�ZHOO�LQ�VFLHQFH���,W�LV�D�GL൶FXOW�VXEMHFW�IRU�PH�
 
By Joshua, Age 13
Midlothian
 

3OHDVH�SUD\�WKDW�,�PDNH�IULHQGV�DW�P\�QHZ�VFKRRO���,�DP�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�EHLQJ�
more social and friendly this year.

By Noah, Age 11
Midlothian
 

3OHDVH�SUD\�WKDW�,�ZLOO�SOD\�P\�FODULQHW�ZHOO�DQG�JHW�JRRG�JUDGHV�
 
By Reese, Age 10
Hampton
 

3OHDVH�SUD\�WKDW�,�JHW�JRRG�JUDGHV�
 

By Ravonne, Age 6
Hampton

Darrious, Jr., Age 9
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(Continued on Page 12)

ANSWERS TO SEPTEMBER HOLY BIBLE QUIZ
 
1. When was Darius appointed to rule over Babylon?

(Darius began to rule after the death of Belshazzar, king of the 
Chaldeans - Daniel 5:30-31).

2. What position did Darius give to Daniel and why?
�+H�ZDV�DSSRLQWHG�WKH�KLJKHVW�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�WKUHH�SUHVLGHQWV��³DQ�
excellent spirit was in him” - Daniel 6:1-3).

3.  Who became angry because of this appointment?
(The other presidents and princes of the kingdom - Daniel 6:4-5).

4.  What did they do?
(They got the king to sign a decree that whoever asked a petition of 
any God or man (except the king) for thirty days would be cast into the 
den of lions -Daniel 6:7,8,9).

5.   Did knowing this cause Daniel to disobey God or stop praying to 
Him?
(NO. Daniel kneeled three times a day, prayed and gave thanks to God 
- Daniel 6:10-21).

6. What happened when Daniel was cast into the lions’ den?
(God sent an angel to shut the mouths of the lions so that they could 
not harm Daniel - Daniel 6:21-22).

7. How did the king feel toward God after God had cared for Daniel?
(The king commanded that anyone who said anything against Daniel’s 
God should be killed - Daniel 6:24-27).

ANSWERS TO SEPTEMBER FILL-IN THE BLANKS

1. For the earth�VKDOO�EH�¿OOHG�ZLWK�WKH�knowledge of the glory of the 
LORD, as the waters cover the sea (Habakkuk 2:14).

2. And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD 
of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory (Isaiah 6:3).

3. O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who 
hast set thy glory above the heavens (Psalm 8:1).

4. Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the 
glory of God (I Corinthians 10:31).

5. For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and 
glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly 
(Psalm 84:11).

6.  And the Word was made ÀHVK, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld 
his glory, the glory as of the only, begotten of the Father,) full of 
grace and truth (St. John 1:14).

7.  Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for 
thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were 
created (Revelation 4:11).

OCTOBER HOLY BIBLE QUIZ

1. As believers in Christ, what do we need to put on daily and 

why?

��� :KDW�GR�ZH�KDYH�WR�¿JKW�DJDLQVW"

3. What should we wear around the waist?

4. What should we wear on the chest?

5. What is worn on the feet?

6. What is used as the shield and what does it enables believers to 
do?

7. What is worn on the head and what is the sword of the Spirit?

OCTOBER FILL-IN THE BLANKS

��� ,W�LV�RI�WKH�/25'¶6�BBBBBB�WKDW�ZH�DUH�QRW�BBBBBB��EHFDXVH�KLV�
BBBBBB�BBBBBB�BBBBBB�

��� )RU� WK\� BBBBBB� LV� JUHDW� DERYH� WKH� BBBBBB�� DQG� WK\� BBBBBB�
UHDFKHWK�XQWR�WKH�BBBBBB�

��� 35$,6(�\H�WKH�/25'��2�JLYH�BBBBBB�XQWR�WKH�BBBBBB��IRU�KH�
LV�BBBBBB��IRU�KLV�BBBBBB�HQGXUHWK�IRU�BBBBBB�

��� 7KH�BBBBBB��2�/25'�� LV� IXOO�RI� WK\�BBBBBB��BBBBBB�PH� WK\�
BBBBBB�

��� /HW�QRW�BBBBBB�DQG�BBBBBB�IRUVDNH�WKHH��BBBBBB�WKHP�DERXW�WK\�
BBBBBB��BBBBBB�WKHP�XSRQ�WKH�BBBBB�RI�WKLQH�BBBBBB�

��� 2�BBBBBB�XV�HDUO\�ZLWK�WK\�BBBBBB��WKDW�ZH�PD\�BBBBBB�DQG�EH�
BBBBBB�DOO�RXU�GD\V�

��� /HW�WK\�BBBBBB��2�/25'��EH�XSRQ�XV��DFFRUGLQJ�DV�ZH�BBBBBB�
LQ�BBBBBB��

KRZ�SUD\HU�LV�PDQHXYHUHG���7KH�+RO\�*KRVW�GLFWDWHG�WKDW�SUD\HU�
WR� WKH�5HJHQWV� LQ�1HZ�<RUN��ZKLFK� WKH\�VXJJHVWHG� WKH�FKLOGUHQ�
SUD\�HDFK�PRUQLQJ���*RG�WHOOV�PDQ��´Delight thyself also in the 
LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart�µ��+H�
VD\V� ,I�\RX�GHOLJKW�\RXUVHOI� LQ�0H�� ,��EHFDXVH� ,�NQRZ�WKH�GHVLUH�
RI�\RXU�KHDUW��ZLOO�JUDQW�LW�WKURXJK�WKH�SHWLWLRQ�RI�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�
within you.  There was no law which forces the children to say that 
SUD\HU�DW�DOO�EHFDXVH�*RG�GRHVQ·W�KDYH�\RX�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�\RX�GR�E\�
IRUFH�����RQO\�ORYH���7KH\�GLGQ·W�HYHQ�KDYH�WR�UHPDLQ�LQ�WKH�URRP�
ZKLOH�LW�ZDV�EHLQJ�SUD\HG���%XW�WKDW�*RG�PLJKW�EH�KRQRUHG��WKDW�
SUD\HU�ZDV�VXJJHVWHG�E\�WKH�+RO\�*KRVW��DOVR������WKDW�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�
PLJKW�OHDUQ�WKDW�*RG�LV�WKH�$OPLJKW\�*RG�DQG�WKDW�WKH\�GHSHQG�
XSRQ�+LP�IRU�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKH\�JHW�����QRW�WKHLU�SDUHQWV��VLVWHUV��RU�
EURWKHUV��EXW�XSRQ�*RG���7KHQ�WKH\�SHWLWLRQHG�IRU�D�EOHVVLQJ�XSRQ�
WKHPVHOYHV��WKHLU�SDUHQWV��WKHLU�WHDFKHUV�WKH�FRXQWU\�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�
OLYH���:KDW�D�SUD\HU���:KDW�D�SUD\HU���:KDW�D�SUD\HU������+RQRULQJ�
*RG�DERYH�HYHU\ERG\�

���������*RG�LV�WKH�5XOHU�RI�KHDYHQ�DQG�HDUWK�DQG�LV�WR�EH�UHFRJQL]HG�
DQG�UHVSHFWHG�DERYH�HDUWKO\�JRYHUQPHQWV�DQG�FKXUFKHV�RUJDQL]HG�
E\�PDQ�ZKR�GR�QRW�SUDFWLFH�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�&KULVW���:KHWKHU�WKH�
&KXUFK�RU�WKH�6WDWH�REH\V�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�&KULVW�RU�QRW��PDQ�DV�
DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�FDQ�EHFRPH�D�SDUW�RI�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�RI�*RG�WKURXJK�
WKH�PHGLXP�RI�SUD\HU��DV�-HVXV�ZDV�D�SDUW�RI�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�RI�
*RG�DQG�ZDV�H[DOWHG�E\�*RG�RYHU�DOO�PHQ�WR�WKH�H[WHQW�WKDW�+H�
became the mediator between God and man.

         7KH�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�EHFDXVH�RI�WKHLU�DXWKRULW\�EHFDPH�OLIWHG�
XS�LQ�SULGH�DQG�FRQGHPQHG�D�SUD\HU�GLFWDWHG�E\�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�
ZKLFK�KRQRUHG�*RG���7KH\�DUH�VHSDUDWLQJ�*RG�DQG�PDQ���7KH�FKLOG�
QRZ�ZLOO�EH�WKH�PDQ�RI�WRPRUURZ�DQG�LI�KH�GRHVQ·W�NQRZ�*RG��LW�
will be to his sorrow.

���������,Q�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKLV�6HUPRQ��,�KDG�UHDG�WR�\RX�WKH�ZRUGV�
RI�1HEXFKDGQH]]DU� IRXQG� LQ�'DQLHO� ������ �+H� VSRNH� WKH�ZRUGV�
ZULWWHQ�WKHUH�EHFDXVH�KH�KDG�H[SHULHQFHG�EHLQJ�OLIWHG�XS�LQ�SULGH���
,·OO�KDYH�LW�UHDG�DJDLQ���´Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol 
and honour the King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and 
his ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to 

GOD WILL ABASE ALL WHO
LIFT THEMSELVES IN PRIDE

(Continued from Page 2)
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LESSON 39 – October 1, 2023
SUBJECT���*RG�&RQ¿UPV�*LGHRQ¶V�0LVVLRQ

GOLDEN TEXT: “And it was so, when Gideon heard the telling of the 
dream, and the interpretation thereof, that he worshipped, and returned 
LQWR�WKH�KRVW�RI�,VUDHO��DQG�VDLG��$ULVH��IRU�WKH�/ඈඋൽ hath delivered into 
your hand the host of Midian” (Judges 7:15).

PRINTED TEXT:  Judges 7:2 And the /ඈඋൽ said unto Gideon, The 
people that are with thee are too many for me to give the Midianites into 
WKHLU�KDQGV��OHVW�,VUDHO�YDXQW�WKHPVHOYHV�DJDLQVW�PH��VD\LQJ��0LQH�RZQ�
hand hath saved me.
3   Now therefore go to, proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, 
Whosoever is fearful and afraid, let him return and depart early 
from mount Gilead. And there returned of the people twenty and 
two thousand; and there remained ten thousand.
4   And the /ඈඋൽ�VDLG�XQWR�*LGHRQ��7KH�SHRSOH�DUH�\HW�WRR�PDQ\��EULQJ�
WKHP�GRZQ�XQWR�WKH�ZDWHU��DQG�,�ZLOO�WU\�WKHP�IRU�WKHH�WKHUH��DQG�LW�VKDOO�
EH��WKDW�RI�ZKRP�,�VD\�XQWR�WKHH��7KLV�VKDOO�JR�ZLWK�WKHH��WKH�VDPH�VKDOO�
JR�ZLWK�WKHH��DQG�RI�ZKRPVRHYHU�,�VD\�XQWR�WKHH��7KLV�VKDOO�QRW�JR�ZLWK�
thee, the same shall not go.
13 And when Gideon was come, behold, there was a man that told 
a dream unto his fellow, and said, Behold, I dreamed a dream, and, 
lo, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the host of Midian, and came 
unto a tent, and smote it that it fell, and overturned it, that the tent 
lay along.
14 And his fellow answered and said, This is nothing else save the sword 
RI�*LGHRQ�WKH�VRQ�RI�-RDVK��D�PDQ�RI�,VUDHO��IRU�LQWR�KLV�KDQG�KDWK�*RG�
delivered Midian, and all the host.
15 And it was so, when Gideon heard the telling of the dream, and 
the interpretation thereof, that he worshipped, and returned into the 
host of Israel, and said, Arise; for the /ඈඋൽ hath delivered into your 
hand the host of Midian.
�����7KHQ�WKH�PHQ�RI�,VUDHO�VDLG�XQWR�*LGHRQ��5XOH�WKRX�RYHU�XV��ERWK�
thou, and thy son, and thy son’s son also: for thou hast delivered us from 
the hand of Midian.
23 And Gideon said unto them, I will not rule over you, neither shall 
my son rule over you: the /ඈඋൽ shall rule over you.
���$QG�*LGHRQ�VDLG�XQWR�WKHP��,�ZRXOG�GHVLUH�D�UHTXHVW�RI�\RX��WKDW�\H�
would give me every man the earrings of his prey. (For they had golden 
HDUULQJV��EHFDXVH�WKH\�ZHUH�,VKPDHOLWHV��
25 And they answered, We will willingly give them. And they spread 
a garment, and did cast therein every man the earrings of his prey.

LESSON DISCUSSION

,Q� WKLV� OHVVRQ�� WKH� 6FULSWXUHV� WDON� DERXW� WKH� NH\� HYHQWV� RI� WKH� OLIH� RI�
*LGHRQ��D�MXGJH�FKRVHQ�E\�*RG�WR�OHDG�,VUDHO�DJDLQVW�WKH�0LGLDQLWHV���7KH�
themes of this lesson are faith, obedience, and God’s divine intervention.
 
Gideon starts with a sizeable army of 32,000 men.  God instructs him to 
reduce the ranks to just 300.  This reduction underscores God’s desire 
to demonstrate that the victory will come not through human physical 
strength, but through divine intervention.  This miracle emphasizes the 
importance of faith and obedience as Gideon follows God’s plan.  
 
Verses 13 through 15 explain how Gideon overhears a Midianite soldier 
interpreting a dream where he foretells their defeat by a barley loaf.  This 
UHD൶UPV�*RG¶V�SODQ�DQG�ERRVWV�*LGHRQ¶V�FRQ¿GHQFH���
 
7KH�,VUDHOLWHV�R൵HUHG�*LGHRQ�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�RI�NLQJ���%XW�KH�ZLVHO\�UHMHFWHG�
it.  By refusing, he acknowledged that God was their true ruler.  Gideon 
requests gold from his spoils which he uses to create an ephod, an apron 
worn by the Jewish high priest.  This act initially appears to be a positive 
symbol of God’s presence.  Later on the ephod becomes a source of 
idolatry.
 

,Q� VXPPDU\�� WKHVH� SDVVDJHV� WHDFK� XV� DERXW� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH� RI� IDLWK��
obedience, and humility in our relationship with God.  We must recognize 
His sovereignty in our lives.  This lesson also teaches us to be careful not 
to turn the blessings that God has bestowed upon us into idols.  
 

LESSON 40 – October 8, 2023
SUBJECT:  The Sin of Achan

GOLDEN TEXT: ³$QG�$FKDQ� DQVZHUHG� -RVKXD�� DQG� VDLG�� ,QGHHG� ,�
have sinned against the /ඈඋൽ�*RG�RI� ,VUDHO��DQG� WKXV�DQG� WKXV�KDYH�,�
done” (Joshua 7:20).

PRINTED TEXT:  -RVKXD�����%XW�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�,VUDHO�FRPPLWWHG�D�
trespass in the accursed thing: for Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of 
Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of the accursed thing: 
and the anger of the /ඈඋൽ�ZDV�NLQGOHG�DJDLQVW�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�,VUDHO�
10 And the /ඈඋൽ said unto Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore liest thou 
thus upon thy face?
���,VUDHO�KDWK�VLQQHG��DQG�WKH\�KDYH�DOVR�WUDQVJUHVVHG�P\�FRYHQDQW�ZKLFK�
,�FRPPDQGHG�WKHP��IRU�WKH\�KDYH�HYHQ�WDNHQ�RI�WKH�DFFXUVHG�WKLQJ��DQG�
have also stolen, and dissembled also, and they have put it even among 
WKHLU�RZQ�VWX൵�
12 Therefore the children of Israel could not stand before their 
enemies, but turned their backs before their enemies, because they 
were accursed: neither will I be with you any more, except ye destroy 
the accursed from among you.
���$QG�$FKDQ�DQVZHUHG�-RVKXD��DQG�VDLG��,QGHHG�,�KDYH�VLQQHG�DJDLQVW�
the /ඈඋൽ�*RG�RI�,VUDHO��DQG�WKXV�DQG�WKXV�KDYH�,�GRQH�
21 When I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and 
WZR�KXQGUHG�VKHNHOV�RI�VLOYHU��DQG�D�ZHGJH�RI�JROG�RI�¿IW\�VKHNHOV�
weight, then I coveted them, and took them; and, behold, they are 
hid in the earth in the midst of my tent, and the silver under it.
���6R�-RVKXD�VHQW�PHVVHQJHUV��DQG�WKH\�UDQ�XQWR�WKH�WHQW��DQG��EHKROG��LW�
was hid in his tent, and the silver under it.
23 And they took them out of the midst of the tent, and brought them 
unto Joshua, and unto all the children of Israel, and laid them out 
before the /ඈඋൽ.
���$QG�-RVKXD��DQG�DOO�,VUDHO�ZLWK�KLP��WRRN�$FKDQ�WKH�VRQ�RI�=HUDK��DQG�
the silver, and the garment, and the wedge of gold, and his sons, and his 
daughters, and his oxen, and his asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and all 
that he had: and they brought them unto the valley of Achor.
25 And Joshua said, Why hast thou troubled us? the /ඈඋൽ shall 
trouble thee this day. And all Israel stoned him with stones, and 
EXUQHG�WKHP�ZLWK�¿UH��DIWHU�WKH\�KDG�VWRQHG�WKHP�ZLWK�VWRQHV�
26 And they raised over him a great heap of stones unto this day. So 
the /ඈඋൽ�WXUQHG�IURP�WKH�¿HUFHQHVV�RI�KLV�DQJHU��:KHUHIRUH�WKH�QDPH�RI�
that place was called, The valley of Achor, unto this day.

LESSON DISCUSSION

7KH�,VUDHOLWHV�KDYH�MXVW�H[SHULHQFHG�D�PLUDFXORXV�YLFWRU\�LQ�-HULFKR���%XW�
faced defeat at the small city Ai.  This defeat perplexes Joshua, leading 
him to seek God’s counsel.  God reveals the presence of sin within 
the camp (Joshua 7:10-12).  God said that His people had broken the 
covenant and had taken forbidden spoils from Jericho.  
 
Achan confessed and was punished.  He acknowledged his sin, lusting 
after things he saw in Jericho.  He admitted to taking a beautiful 
Babylonian garment, silver coins and gold, burying it all in his tent.  This 
violation of God’s command had far-reaching consequences.  His actions 
D൵HFWHG� WKH� HQWLUH� FRPPXQLW\�� �$FKDQ� DQG� KLV� IDPLO\�ZHUH� VWRQHG� WR�
death and burned with all their belongings.  
 
This passage underscores the seriousness of disobedience and the 
FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�VLQ�ZLWKLQ�D�SHRSOH���,W�DOVR�VWUHVVHV�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�
collective responsibility. Achan’s sin had repercussions for the entire 
nation.  The necessity of confession and repentance when one’s actions 
are contrary to God’s command is also emphasized.  
 
,Q� VXPPDU\�� WKHVH� VFULSWXUHV� VHUYH� WR� UHPLQG� XV� RI� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH� RI�
REHGLHQFH��KRQHVW\��DQG�WKH�UDPL¿FDWLRQV�RI�RQH�SHUVRQ�VLQQLQJ�ZKLFK�
can bring about dire consequences for an entire community.  
 

LESSON 41 – October 15, 2023
SUBJECT:  A Backsliding People
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GOLDEN TEXT: “Nevertheless the /ඈඋൽ raised up judges, which 
delivered them out of the hand of those that spoiled them” (Judges 2:16).

PRINTED TEXT:  Judges 2:16 Nevertheless the /ඈඋൽ raised up judges, 
which delivered them out of the hand of those that spoiled them.
17 And yet they would not hearken unto their judges, but they went 
a whoring after other gods, and bowed themselves unto them: they 
turned quickly out of the way which their fathers walked in, obeying 
the commandments of the /ඈඋൽ; but they did not so.
18 And when the /ඈඋൽ raised them up judges, then the /ඈඋൽ was with 
the judge, and delivered them out of the hand of their enemies all the 
days of the judge: for it repented the /ඈඋൽ because of their groanings by 
reason of them that oppressed them and vexed them.
19 And it came to pass, when the judge was dead, that they returned, 
and corrupted themselves more than their fathers, in following other 
gods to serve them, and to bow down unto them; they ceased not 
from their own doings, nor from their stubborn way.
20 And the anger of the /ඈඋൽ�ZDV�KRW�DJDLQVW�,VUDHO��DQG�KH�VDLG��%HFDXVH�
WKDW�WKLV�SHRSOH�KDWK�WUDQVJUHVVHG�P\�FRYHQDQW�ZKLFK�,�FRPPDQGHG�WKHLU�
IDWKHUV��DQG�KDYH�QRW�KHDUNHQHG�XQWR�P\�YRLFH�
21 I also will not henceforth drive out any from before them of the 
nations which Joshua left when he died:
���7KDW�WKURXJK�WKHP�,�PD\�SURYH�,VUDHO��ZKHWKHU�WKH\�ZLOO�NHHS�WKH�ZD\�
of the /ඈඋൽ to walk therein, as their fathers did keep it, or not.
23 Therefore the /ඈඋൽ left those nations, without driving them out 
hastily; neither delivered he them into the hand of Joshua.

LESSON DISCUSSION

This lesson is an account in the book of Judges, which serves as an 
RYHUYLHZ�RI� WKH�SHULRG�DIWHU�-RVKXD¶V� OHDGHUVKLS�HQGHG�� �7KH�,VUDHOLWHV�
had a pattern of disobedience followed by divine judgment.  This passage 
emphasizes the consequences of disobedience and God’s enduring 
compassion.
 
9HUVH� ��� GHVFULEHV� KRZ� WKH� ,VUDHOLWHV� HQJDJHG� LQ� VLQIXO� SUDFWLFHV��
DEDQGRQHG�WKH�/RUG��DQG�IROORZHG�RWKHU�*RGV�DQG�LGROV���,Q�WKLV�OHVVRQ��
LW� LV� HYLGHQW� WKDW� DIWHU� -RVKXD¶V� JHQHUDWLRQ� SDVVHG� DZD\�� WKH� ,VUDHOLWHV�
abandoned their covenant with God.  They turned to idols and engaged 
in sinful practices.  
 
*RG�DOORZHG�QHLJKERULQJ�QDWLRQV�WR�RSSUHVV�,VUDHO�DV�D�IRUP�RI�SXQLVKPHQW���
When the people cried out for help, God, in His compassion, raised up 
judges to deliver them from their oppressors.  
 
This cycle of disobedience, oppression, repentance, and deliverance is 
UHSHDWHG� WKURXJKRXW� WKH�ERRN�RI� -XGJHV�� �7KH� ,VUDHOLWHV� WLPH�DQG� WLPH�
again were rebellious and unfaithful.  God rebuked them for breaking 
their covenant.  His enduring love and faithfulness shine through in 
this passage.  He does not completely abandon His people, but remains 
responsive to their cries for help thereby demonstrating His willingness 
WR�IRUJLYH�DQG�WR�R൵HU�WKHP�DQRWKHU�FKDQFH�
 
This lesson teaches us the consequences of disobedience, the importance 
of repentance, and God’s unwavering commitment to His people.  We 
DUH�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�UHÀHFW�RQ�RXU�RZQ�REHGLHQFH�DQG�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�
remaining faithful to God’s covenant.
 

LESSON 42 – October 22, 2023
SUBJECT���,VUDHO�5HMHFWV�*RG�DV�.LQJ

GOLDEN TEXT: “And ye have this day rejected your God, who 
KLPVHOI�VDYHG�\RX�RXW�RI�DOO�\RXU�DGYHUVLWLHV�DQG�\RXU�WULEXODWLRQV��DQG�
ye have said unto him, Nay, but set a king over us. Now therefore present 
yourselves before the /ඈඋൽ�E\�\RXU� WULEHV��DQG�E\�\RXU� WKRXVDQGV´��,�
Samuel 10:19).

PRINTED TEXT:  ,�6DPXHO�����1RZ�WKHUH�ZDV�D�PDQ�RI�%HQMDPLQ��
whose name was Kish, the son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of 
Bechorath, the son of Aphiah, a Benjamite, a mighty man of power.
2   And he had a son, whose name was Saul, a choice young man, and 
a goodly: and there was not among the children of Israel a goodlier 
person than he: from his shoulders and upward he was higher than 
any of the people.
10:17 And Samuel called the people together unto the /ඈඋൽ�WR�0L]SHK�
18 And said unto the children of Israel, Thus saith the /ඈඋൽ God of 
Israel, I brought up Israel out of Egypt, and delivered you out of the 
hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all kingdoms, and of 
them that oppressed you:
19 And ye have this day rejected your God, who himself saved you out 
RI�DOO�\RXU�DGYHUVLWLHV�DQG�\RXU�WULEXODWLRQV��DQG�\H�KDYH�VDLG�XQWR�KLP��

Nay, but set a king over us. Now therefore present yourselves before 
the /ඈඋൽ by your tribes, and by your thousands.
20 And when Samuel had caused all the tribes of Israel to come near, 
the tribe of Benjamin was taken.
21 When he had caused the tribe of Benjamin to come near by their 
families, the family of Matri was taken, and Saul the son of Kish was 
taken: and when they sought him, he could not be found.
22 Therefore they enquired of the /ඈඋൽ further, if the man should yet 
come thither. And the /ඈඋൽ answered, Behold he hath hid himself 
DPRQJ�WKH�VWX൵�
23 And they ran and fetched him thence: and when he stood among the 
people, he was higher than any of the people from his shoulders and 
upward.
24 And Samuel said to all the people, See ye him whom the /ඈඋൽ hath 
chosen, that there is none like him among all the people? And all the 
people shouted, and said, God save the king.
25 Then Samuel told the people the manner of the kingdom, and wrote it 
in a book, and laid it up before the /ඈඋൽ. And Samuel sent all the people 
away, every man to his house.
26 And Saul also went home to Gibeah; and there went with him a 
band of men, whose hearts God had touched.

LESSON DISCUSSION

)LUVW�6DPXHO�������LQWURGXFHV�XV�WR�6DXO��WKH�¿UVW�NLQJ�RI�,VUDHO���6DXO�LV�
described as a tall and handsome young man.  He was chosen by God to 
EH�DQRLQWHG�NLQJ���6DXO�ORRNHG�WKH�SDUW��KRZHYHU��KLV�KHDUW�ZDV�QRW�ULJKW�
for the job.  God looks beyond outward appearance. He focuses on the 
heart and leadership ability.   
 
,Q�)LUVW�6DPXHO�����������ZH�VHH�6DXO�R൶FLDOO\�EHLQJ�DQRLQWHG�E\�WKH�
prophet Samuel.   The people rejected Samuel because they wanted 
a king.  This repudiation of the prophet was more a rejection of God.  
6DPXHO�SUHVHQWHG�6DXO�DV�WKH�FKRVHQ�NLQJ�RI�,VUDHO���:KHQ�6DXO�LQLWLDOO\�
hid himself, this action may have indicated that he thought himself 
unworthy or it could have indicated a sign of his reluctance to accept his 
role as king.  
 
Despite his impressive appearance, Saul struggled with leadership and 
obedience to God’s commands.  Outward appearances can be deceptive.  
True leadership requires more than favorable physical attributes.  Saul’s 
KHVLWDQFH�WR�HPEUDFH�KLV�GHVWLQ\�PD\�UHÀHFW�WKH�WHQVLRQ�EHWZHHQ�GLYLQH�
sovereignty and human free will.  Saul’s reluctance contrasted with God’s 
choice is a reminder that God’s call may not align with our initial desires.  
 
,Q�VXPPDU\��WKLV�OHVVRQ�SURYLGHV�LQVLJKW�LQWR�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�RI�6DXO�DQG�
the complexities of leadership and divine calling.  When God calls you 
to lead, just serve your purpose.

LESSON 43 – October 29, 2023
SUBJECT:  Joshua’s Final Exhortation

GOLDEN TEXT: “And if it seem evil unto you to serve the /ඈඋൽ, 
FKRRVH�\RX�WKLV�GD\�ZKRP�\H�ZLOO�VHUYH��ZKHWKHU�WKH�JRGV�ZKLFK�\RXU�
IDWKHUV�VHUYHG�WKDW�ZHUH�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�RI�WKH�ÀRRG��RU�WKH�JRGV�RI�WKH�
Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will 
serve the /ඈඋൽ” (Joshua 24:15).

PRINTED TEXT:  Joshua 24:1 And Joshua gathered all the tribes of 
,VUDHO�WR�6KHFKHP��DQG�FDOOHG�IRU�WKH�HOGHUV�RI�,VUDHO��DQG�IRU�WKHLU�KHDGV��
DQG�IRU�WKHLU�MXGJHV��DQG�IRU�WKHLU�R൶FHUV��DQG�WKH\�SUHVHQWHG�WKHPVHOYHV�
before God.
14 Now therefore fear the /ඈඋൽ, and serve him in sincerity and in 
truth: and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other 
VLGH�RI�WKH�ÀRRG��DQG�LQ�(J\SW��DQG�VHUYH�\H�WKH�/ඈඋൽ.
15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the /ඈඋൽ, choose you this day 
ZKRP�\H�ZLOO� VHUYH��ZKHWKHU� WKH�JRGV�ZKLFK�\RXU� IDWKHUV� VHUYHG� WKDW�
ZHUH�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�RI�WKH�ÀRRG��RU�WKH�JRGV�RI�WKH�$PRULWHV��LQ�ZKRVH�
land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the /ඈඋൽ.
16 And the people answered and said, God forbid that we should 
forsake the /ඈඋൽ, to serve other gods;
17 For the /ඈඋൽ our God, he it is that brought us up and our fathers out of 
the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, and which did those great 
signs in our sight, and preserved us in all the way wherein we went, and 
among all the people through whom we passed:
18 And the /ඈඋൽ drave out from before us all the people, even 
the Amorites which dwelt in the land: therefore will we also serve 
the /ඈඋൽ; for he is our God.
19 And Joshua said unto the people, Ye cannot serve the /ඈඋൽ: for he is 

(Continued on Page 12)
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abase�µ��1HEXFKDGQH]]DU�ZDV�WKH�.LQJ�RI�%DE\ORQ��WKH�JUHDWHVW�
UXOHU�LQ�KLV�GD\�DQG�DIWHU�KLV�H[SHULHQFH�KH�EHJDQ�WR�SUDLVH�DQG�
H[WRO�*RG���+H�WHOOV�\RX�WKDW�*RG�LV�DEOH�WR�DEDVH�DQ\ERG\�ZKR�
H[DOWV� KLPVHOI� DJDLQVW�*RG·V� &RPPDQGPHQWV� ����+H� LV� DEOH� WR�
bring them down.

���������1HEXFKDGQH]]DU�KDG�D�GUHDP��DQG�LW�ZDV�WR�WKH�HQG�WKDW�
KH�VDZ�D�JUHDW�WUHH��WKH�WRS�RI�ZKLFK�UHDFKHG�WRZDUG�WKH�KHDYHQV�
DQG� LWV�EUDQFKHV�WR�WKH� IDU�HQGV�RI� WKH�HDUWK�� �%LUGV� ORGJHG� LQ�
WKHP�DQG�EHQHDWK� LW�ZHUH�EHDVWV�RI�HYHU\�NLQG�� �7KH\� OLYHG�RII�
WKH� IUXLW�RI� WKH� WUHH�� �+H�VDZ�D�ZDWFKHU� �DQ�DQJHO�� FRPH�GRZQ�
IURP�+HDYHQ�ZKR� FRPPDQGHG� WKDW� WKH� WUHH� EH� FXW� GRZQ� DQG�
everything under it and the birds were to leave its branches.  The 
GUHDP� WURXEOHG� KLP�� DQG� KH� VHQW� IRU� 'DQLHO�� � +H� KDG� QDPHG�
'DQLHO�DIWHU�KLV�JRG��%HOWHVKD]]DU�ZKR�ZDV�D�GLIIHUHQW�PDQ�IURP�
DOO�WKH�UXOHUV�RI�%DE\ORQ���+H�VDLG��´,�KDG�D�GUHDP�ZKLFK�WURXEOHV�
PH��DQG�,�FDQ·W�ÀQG�DQ\RQH�DPRQJ�P\�ZLVH�PHQ�ZKR�FDQ�JLYH�PH�
WKH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�LW���%XW�\RX�KDYH�WKH�6SLULW�RI�WKH�+RO\�*RG�
LQ�\RX��DQG�,�NQRZ�\RX�FDQ�PDNH�LW�SODLQ�WR�PH���$IWHU�'DQLHO�KDG�
VWXGLHG�D�ZKLOH�KH�VDLG�WR�WKH�.LQJ��2K�.LQJ��PD\�,�WHOO�\RX�WKDW�
the dream is to you.  You are the great tree.  You have been made 
UXOHU�RYHU�WKH�QDWLRQV�DQG�*RG�KDV�SODQQHG�WR�EULQJ�\RX�GRZQ�
EHFDXVH�RI�\RXU�JUHDW�SULGH��+H�SODQQHG�WKDW�\RX�EH�FXW�GRZQ�DV�
WKH�GUHDP�UHYHDOHG���<RX�VKDOO�EH�DV�ZHW�DV�WKH�GHZ�SDVVHG�VHYHQ�
WLPHV�RYHU�DQG�\RX�VKDOO�HDW�JUDVV�OLNH�DQ�R[���2QH�GD\�DERXW�D�
\HDU�ODWHU�WKH�SURXG�.LQJ�ZDONHG�RXW�RQ�WKH�WHUUDFH�RI�KLV�JUHDW�
SDODFH�DQG�DV�KH�ORRNHG�RYHU�%DE\ORQ��KH�VDLG��´LV�QRW�WKLV�JUHDW�
%DE\ORQ�WKDW�,�KDYH�EXLOW"µ��%URWKHU��DQ\WKLQJ�WKDW�\RX�VHH�WKDW�
KDV�EHHQ�GRQH�ZLWK�DQ\�ZLVGRP�� ��*RG�KDV� JLYHQ� WKH�ZLVGRP�
WR�PDQ�IRU�KLV�EHQHÀW�EHFDXVH�+H�FRPPDQGHG�PDQ�WR�UXOH�DQG�
KDYH�GRPLQLRQ��EXW�KH�LV�QRW�WR�OLIW�KLPVHOI�XS���,·G�UDWKHU�EH�DQ�
DQW�LQ�*RG·V�.LQJGRP�WKDQ�WR�EH�D�OLRQ�LI�,·P�JRLQJ�WR�OLIW�P\VHOI�
XS���,�ZDQW�WR�VWD\�GRZQ�DQG�EH�KXPEOH�

���������:KHQ�1HEXFKDGQH]]DU�VSRNH�WKRVH�ZRUGV��D�YRLFH�IURP�
+HDYHQ�VDLG��´1HEXFKDGQH]]DU��\RX�VKDOO��EH�GULYHQ�IURP�PHQ��
\RX�VKDOO�HDW�JUDVV� OLNH�DQ�R[�DQG�VHYHQ�WLPHV�VKDOO�SDVV�RYHU�
\RX�µ��+H�ORVW�KLV�PLQG�DQG�OHIW�WKH�SDODFH�EHOORZLQJ�OLNH�D�EXOO���
+H�UDQ�WR�WKH�IRUHVW�DQG�KLV�JXDUGV�UDQ�ZLWK�KLP�DQG�ZDWFKHG�
RYHU�KLP�� �7KH\� FRXOGQ·W� WRXFK�KLP�EHFDXVH�KH�ZDV� WKH�.LQJ��
KH�KDG�WR�KDYH�KLV�ZD\���+LV�KDLU�JUHZ�RXW�OLNH�IHDWKHUV�DQG�KLV�
ÀQJHUQDLOV�ZHUH�OLNH�ELUGV·�FODZV���$IWHU�VHYHQ�\HDUV�KLV�PLQG�ZDV�
restored, and he ate grass no longer.

���������:KHQ�+LV�PLQG�UHWXUQHG��*RG�VHW�KLP�EDFN�XSRQ�KLV�WKURQH�
DQG�KLV�FRXQVHOORUV�EHVWRZHG�KRQRU�XSRQ�KLP�DV�LW�ZDV�EHIRUH���
7KHQ�KH�XWWHUHG� WKHVH�ZRUGV�ZKLFK�ZHUH� UHDG� LQ�'DQLHO� �������
/LVWHQ�DJDLQ� WR�ZKDW�+H�VDLG��“Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise 
and extol and honor the King of Heaven...”

GOD WILL ABASE ALL WHO
LIFT THEMSELVES IN PRIDE

���������7KH�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�LQ�WKHLU�DWWHPSW�WR�H[DOW�WKH�&RQVWLWXWLRQ�
RI�WKH�&RPPRQZHDOWK�RI�WKH�HDUWK�KDV�VKRZQ�WKDW�WKHLU�MXGJPHQW�
KDV�EHFRPH�ZDUSHG�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�DXWKRULW\�LQYHVWHG�LQ�WKHP���
7KH\� WRR�� DUH� OLIWHG�XS� LQ� SULGH� DQG�KDYH� IDOOHQ� LQWR� WKH� VDPH�
FRQGHPQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�GHYLO�DV�GLG�WKH�DQJHO�RI�+HDYHQ���́ and those 
that walk in pride, he is able to abaseµ�VD\V�*RG·V�:RUG���0D\�
*RG�EOHVV�\RX���$PHQ� 

(Continued from Page 9)

DQ�KRO\�*RG��KH�LV�D�MHDORXV�*RG��KH�ZLOO�QRW�IRUJLYH�\RXU�WUDQVJUHVVLRQV�
nor your sins.
20 If ye forsake the /ඈඋൽ, and serve strange gods, then he will turn 
and do you hurt, and consume you, after that he hath done you good.
���$QG�WKH�SHRSOH�VDLG�XQWR�-RVKXD��1D\��EXW�ZH�ZLOO�VHUYH�WKH�/ඈඋൽ.
22 And Joshua said unto the people, Ye are witnesses against 
yourselves that ye have chosen you the /ඈඋൽ, to serve him. And they 
said, We are witnesses.
23 Now therefore put away, said he, the strange gods which are among 
you, and incline your heart unto the /ඈඋൽ�*RG�RI�,VUDHO�
24 And the people said unto Joshua, The /ඈඋൽ our God will we serve, 
and his voice will we obey.

LESSON DISCUSSION

7KLV�OHVVRQ�EHJLQV�ZLWK�-RVKXD�JDWKHULQJ�DOO�WKH�WULEHV�RI�,VUDHO�DW�6KHFKHP�
EHIRUH�KLV�GHDWK��7KLV�VLWH�LV�¿OOHG�ZLWK�ULFK�KLVWRULFDO�VLJQL¿FDQFH�IRU�WKH�
,VUDHOLWHV���+H�WKHQ�SUHVHQWV�WKHP�ZLWK�D�FKRLFH��WKH�FHQWUDO�WKHPH�RI�WKH�
passage.  Joshua 7: 14-15 present the essence of Joshua’s message, “Now 
therefore fear the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in truth: 
and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of 
WKH�ÀRRG��DQG�LQ�(J\SW��DQG�VHUYH�\H�WKH�/25'�  And if it seem evil 
unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; 
whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other 
VLGH�RI�WKH�ÀRRG��RU�WKH�JRGV�RI�WKH�$PRULWHV��LQ�ZKRVH�ODQG�\H�GZHOO��
but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”  

7KHVH� ZRUGV� FRQVWLWXWHG� DQ� DSSHDO� WR� ,VUDHO� WR� PDNH� D� FRQVFLHQWLRXV�
and unwavering choice to serve God.  The peoples’ response in Joshua 
24:16-18 was a commitment to serve the Lord, to recognize His 
IDLWKIXOQHVV�DQG� WKH�PLUDFOHV�+H�SHUIRUPHG�� �+H�ZDUQHG� WKH� ,VUDHOLWHV�
about the consequences of forsaking God.  The passage culminates with 
a covenant ceremony where Joshua sets up a stone as a witness to their 
commitment.  This stone serves as a lasting reminder of their choice and 
God’s expectations.
 
Joshua 24:1, 14-24, challenges us to consider our loyalty and commitment 
WR� *RG�� � ,W� WHDFKHV� WKH� VLJQL¿FDQFH� RI� PDNLQJ� GHOLEHUDWH� FKRLFHV� LQ�
matters of faith.  This passage also emphasizes the fact that allegiance to 
God requires continuous engagement and conscious decisions.
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