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THE FOOL HAS SAID IN HIS 
HEART “THERE IS NO GOD” 

My precious ones, we are only empty houses for God’s intelligence to work through 
us, by way of our minds.  Paul explains this in Romans, 7th Chapter, 17th Verse: “Now then 
it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.”  We cannot get our sins out 
ourselves: we cannot unless we surrender.  Lots of folk won’t go to a hospital because they 
are afraid, so they just let Jesus Christ operate on them.  My precious ones, your happiness 
is founded upon something.  Did you ever notice how happy a drunken man is?  He’ll sing 
with anybody—he goes out and drinks his whisky and is happy for awhile, but it is the after 
effects that hurts him.  

Because you desire to have joy you seek something to make you happy.  It is happiness 
that everybody is seeking.  But unless the Holy Spirit makes you happy you don’t know 
what it’s all about.  No one in this choir drinks, or smokes cigarettes; in fact, no one in this 
church drinks or smokes.  God doesn’t want any false spirits to preside over his people.  The 
Spirit of truth is the Spirit that you should seek to make you happy;  which takes out of your 
KHDUW�ZKDWHYHU�ZRXOG�PDNH�\RX�VRUU\���:KHQ�ZH�DUH�ÀOOHG�ZLWK�*RG·V�6SLULW��ZH�EHFRPH�D�
SDUW�RI�*RG���7R�EH�ÀOOHG�ZLWK�WKH�6SLULW�RI�*RG�LV�WR�EH�RQH�ZLWK�*RG���&KULVW�LV�WKH�KHDG�RI�
WKH�FKXUFK��WKH�6SLULW�RI�*RG�WKDW�FRPHV�IURP�*RG��ÀOOV�WKH�WHPSOH�DQG�WKHUHE\�ZH�EHFRPH�D�
part of God.  Nothing makes things plainer than the knowledge of the truth.  We cannot see 
our future home.  But we know this is not our home.  My precious ones, we have the vision 
by faith.  John saw the things that God showed him on the Isle of Patmos one day when 
others thought by putting him in exile he would be destroyed by wild beasts.  But listen to 
what he says in Revelation 1:10: “I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard behind 
me a great voice, as of a trumpet, Saying, ¶,�DP�$OSKD�DQG�2PHJD��WKH�ÀUVW�DQG�WKH�
ODVW� and, :KDW�WKRX�VHHVW�ZULWH�LQ�D�ERRN��DQG�VHQG�LW�XQWR�WKH�VHYHQ�FKXUFKHV�ZKLFK�
DUH�LQ�$VLD��XQWR�(SKHVXV��DQG�XQWR�6P\UQD��DQG�XQWR�3HUJDPRV��DQG�XQWR�7K\DWLUD��
DQG�XQWR�6DUGLV��DQG�XQWR�3KLODGHOSKLD��DQG�XQWR�/DRGLFHD.’

        And I turned to see the voice that spake with me.  And being turned, I saw seven 
golden candlesticks; And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son 
of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden 
girdle.”  Now John actually heard the voice of God which spoke to him like that of a natural 
man.  (Cries of joy and cheers went up with the Amens.) Look here, folks, if I had a religion, 
I could not enjoy I would sell it to the junk man.  Jesus came to bring joy; and if you look up 
you can see the rainbow, which is the covenant God made to Noah, that no more would He 
destroy the world by water.  Look up in the sky; you can see the rainbow.  When troubles 
begin to bear heavily upon you, my precious ones, look up and sing:    “Trace the rainbow; 
through the raindrops faith will show it bright and clear.  Light is shining; cease repining, trace 
the rainbow through the rain.”
 The body that we live in, and everything around us, whether you believe it or not 
is controlled by nature.  Did you ever notice when a man perspired, he says the sun is 
hot; but you can perspire in winter if you get angry.  So, my precious ones, actions don’t 
amount to anything if you don’t have the Son shining in your soul.  Psalm 14:1 says: 
“The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.  They are corrupt, they have done 
abominable works, there is none that doeth good.” 

No matter what your condition is, 
God can give you relief.

* * * * *
Why do you say what God says, 
but fail to do what God says?

* * * * *
You might make it without mother 
or friend, but you can’t make it 
without God.

* * * * *
We know God exists because His 
works are perfect and man can’t 
duplicate or destroy them.

* * * * *
The only deliverance we now have 
is God.

* * * * *
Don’t get into anything you have 
to leave God out of.

* * * * *
Don’t put anything in front of God; 
if you do, it will trip you.

* * * * *
The main thing to do is to get folks 
to see God in you.

* * * * *
Not only does God save…He also 
keeps.

* * * * *
God will take care of us if we do 
that which is right in His sight. 

* * * * *
The gospel is preached that man 
might see the love of God, not the 
wrath of God.

* * * * *
God gave the Holy Spirit to 
encourage you.  Don’t worry when 
men don’t encourage you.  Just be 
¿OOHG�ZLWK�WKH�6SLULW�

* * * * *
You’ve got to have the Spirit of 
God to keep from bowing to the 
ÀHVK�

* * * * *
$�WKDQNIXO�KHDUW�ZLOO�R൵HU�SUDLVH�

* * * * *
“Sparks from the Anvil” are now 
available in hard copy. If you 
desire a copy, write to the Happy 
New Publishing Company, 
2030 Georgia Avenue NW, 
Washington, DC 20001-3027
Contributions are $8.00.

Context:   “)RU�QRZ�ZH�VHH�WKURXJK�D�JODVV��GDUNO\��EXW�����������������������������������������������������������������
WKHQ�IDFH WR�IDFH��QRZ�,�NQRZ�LQ�SDUW��EXW�WKHQ�VKDOO�,�
NQRZ�HYHQ�DV�DOVR�,�DP�NQRZQ” I Corinthians 13:12. 



Elder Lightfoot Solomon Michaux,
founder, Church of God
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My precious ones, we are in an 
awful strain, not only are we but the 
whole world—without God no man 
or woman can go very far.  The time 
is coming when we shall know Him 
as He is known: “For now we see 
through a glass, darkly; but then 
face to face: now I know in part; but 
then shall I know even as also I am 
known.”  The thought that rises in the 
human mind is: Where did God come 
from?  That’s the thought that you talk 
to about God; if you believe, or if you 
GRQ·W� EHOLHYH�� \RX� EHJLQ� WR� ÀJXUH� LQ�
your mind where did God come from?  
The same question might be asked of 
you.  Where did you come from?  Man 
say we evolved.  The Bible says: God is 
from everlasting to everlasting.  (Amen 
cheers and cries, Thank God.)  There 
is nothing before Him; I don’t care how 
PDQ� ÀJXUHV�� � +H� ZDVQ·W� KHUH� EHIRUH�
God got here.  If he says so, he’s a liar.  
The man who says there is no God is 
a fool.  When I say God, I mean the 
God that makes spring, summer - the 
God that differentiates an apple from 
a peach tree; the God that made the 
heaven and the earth; the God that 
locked the lion’s jaw when old Daniel 
was in the den of lions.  You may say, 
well things just happen that way; but 
brother, there is a superior being.  God 
is a systematical God, things don’t 
happen with Him just so.  He brings 
to pass the things which pleases Him.  
We now see through a glass darkly, 
but the time is coming when we shall 
see God face to face, not only see Him, 
but we shall know Him as He is.

In the 19th Division of the Psalms, 
verse 1, God speaks to us and tells us 
how we may know He lives and reigns: 
“THE heavens declare the glory of 
*RG��DQG�WKH�ÀUPDPHQW�VKHZHWK�KLV�
handywork.”  All I have to do is to pass 
by a Woolworth’s store, I know there’s 
a Woolworth somewhere.   I don’t have 
WR�VHH�*RG���$�PDNHU�LV�JORULÀHG�E\�KLV�
works.  I would like to see a man that 
has made a sun.  The Bible declares 
that the heaven is his handiwork: and 
WKH�ÀUPDPHQW�LV�DOVR�WKH�ZRUN�RI�*RG��
No man placed the stars in their orbits; 
they were placed there by a Mighty 
Hand; yes, it was the hand of a mighty 
God.  Clarence Darrow at one time 
asked: “How does anybody know there 
LV�D�*RG"µ��,�DQVZHUHG��E\�ÀYH�VHQVHV���
You don’t have to see the wind but 
when it begins to blow, and you see 
the destruction in its path you know 
it was the wind.  My precious ones, 
there’s day and there’s night, both of 
which no man can control.  The earth 
is revolving, and you can’t stop it.  He 
doesn’t know why; and if he leaves here 
before the world ends, he won’t know.   

It’s God’s plan.  No man can rule the 
darkness and no man can rule the 
light whether you know it or not.  Day 
breaks before the sun rises.  Edison, 
the great electric wizard, gave us these 
DUWLÀFLDO� OLJKWV� WKDW� ZH� DUH� HQMR\LQJ���
(To the usher: pull that switch, the light 
went off, pull it again, the light came 
back on.)  Now that is not needed to 
turn on God’s sun or God’s night.  It’s 
the mighty hand of God that controls 
and is ruling the universe.  Now we 
see through a glass darkly.  The glory 
of God is so powerful, so wonderful, 
QR� RQH� LQ� WKH� ÁHVK� FDQ� ORRN� XSRQ�
Him.  When Moses asked God to show 
Him his glory, the Lord told Moses in 
Exodus, 33rd Chapter, 22d Verse: “And 
it shall come to pass while my glory 
passeth by, that I will put thee in a 
cliff of the rock and will cover thee 
with my hand while I pass by:  And I 
will take away mine hand, and thou 
shalt see my back parts: but my face 
shall not be seen.”  My precious ones, 
the day is coming when this body shall 

be ushered in, and we shall know Him 
and see Him as He is.

God is going to take us one day 
around the throne in heaven and He is 
going to feast us by day and walk  with 
us by night.  When that time comes, 
we are going to see Him coming in the 
air.  Glory to God, Amen, we shall not 
only see Him, but we shall know Him 
as He is.  I don’t care what you say or 
how you talk, but it’s a mystery.  Man 
KDV� JURZQ� VR� ÀQH� LQ� VFLHQFH� WKDW� KH�
can make things look like what God 
makes.  But there’s one thing He can’t 
do.  He can’t give you an appetite, 
because He can’t feed you:  Yes, man 
FDQ�PDNH� EHDXWLIXO� ÁRZHUV�� WKH� RQO\�
way you can tell that they are not real 
even though they look so natural, is 
you can’t smell them.  Well, Glory!  
You shall see Him that day face to 
face, and you shall know then that 
you came from the dust, and that’s 
why your body is going back there - 
the dust body, but the life within shall 
not die.  You don’t understand my 
precious ones, it’s a mystery, brother 
you cannot see that little spark they 
call life.  It’s like electricity, they can 
harness it for their use, but they can’t 
tell you what it is.

According to the Scripture, 
Revelation 21 and 2: “And I John 
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband.”  The fourth verse says: 
“And God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes; and there shall be 
no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain:”   The former things shall 
be passed away and we shall know 
Him as we are known.

May God bless each of you.

THE FOOL HAS SAID IN HIS 
HEART “THERE IS NO GOD” 
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Responses to the
Bible Word Puzzle

The following persons found the correcct answer:

Rudene Bonnette
Saint Matthews, SC

* * * * *
Ruthann K. Bonnette

St. Matthews, SC
* * * * *

Lorie Bugre
Yonkers, NY

* * * * *
Bessie   Hooker

Kinston, NC
* * * * *

Georgia Kimpson
Orangeburg, SC

* * * * *

Bernice Lambert
South Hill, VA

* * * * *
Willie Masterson
New Castle, DE

* * * * *
Annie Sally
Yonkers, NY

* * * * *
Rosa Taylor

South Hill, VA

ADDENDUM - Baptizing History

More on the Annual Baptismal Services in the Gospel Spreading Church of 
God

(OGHU� /LJKWIRRW� 6RORPRQ� 0LFKDX[� ¿UVW� EHJDQ� KLV� %DSWL]LQJ� 6HUYLFHV� LQ� WKH�
James River at the end of Ivy Avenue in Newport News, Virginia, sometime in 
WKH�HDUO\�����V���/DWHU��WKH�DQQXDO�%DSWL]LQJ�6HUYLFH�ZDV�PRYHG�WR�WKH�3RWRPDF�
River in Washington, D.C.  From the Potomac, the service was moved eventually 
WR�*UL൶WK�6WDGLXP��LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&���$IWHU�WKDW�VWDGLXP�ZDV�GHPROLVKHG��WKH�
%DSWL]LQJ�VHUYLFH�ZDV�KHOG� LQ�YDULRXV�RWKHU� ORFDWLRQV� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH� IROORZLQJ��
the Washington D.C. Coliseum, the Carter Barron Amphitheater in Washington, 
D.C.; Palladium and Morgan State University, Baltimore, Maryland; the 
Washington, D.C. Armory; the Benjamin Banneker Field, Washington, D.C.; the 
Prince George’s Equestrian Center, Maryland; Washington, D.C. Church of God; 
and Buckroe Beach, Hampton, Virginia.
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RESTORING FAITH
 This year, as a body, we have focused on “Operation Restoration,” – repairing the breaches and restoring 
the right paths for ourselves and those around us.  A major thread in our sermons, Bible studies, and prayer 
experiences has been Faith. While we understand the pervasiveness of sin in our current society and how 
LW� D൵HFWV� RXU� FRPPXQLWLHV�� RXU� IDPLOLHV�� DQG� HYHQ�RXU� FKXUFKHV�� WKH� FDUGLQDO� VLQ� WKDW� SUHVHQWV� WKH�JUHDWHVW�
hindrance is unbelief.

 Let’s read Hebrews 10:26-39.  This passage raises the critical nature of faith as it pertains to life and 
salvation.  What keeps us out of heaven?  The old preachers would say sin.  Paul rightly proclaims in Romans 
14:23b, “… whatsoever is not of faith is sin.”  It is important that we restore and retain our faith in Jesus Christ 
because the consequences of not having faith in Him are dire.

 The dilemma presented throughout the Book of Hebrews and the church world today is closely related.  For 
WKH�¿UVW�FHQWXU\�UHDGHUV�RI�WKLV�OHWWHU��IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW�-HVXV�ZDV�XQGHU�DWWDFN���7KH�-HZLVK�FRQYHUWV�WR�&KULVWLDQLW\�
were ridiculed and persecuted by not only the Roman empire, but also by their own families and communities 
ZKR�ZHUH�FRPPLWWHG�WR�WKH�OHJDOLVPV�RI�-XGDLVP�±�D�WUXVW�LQ�WKH�0RVDLF�/DZ�DQG�KXPDQ�H൵RUW�UDWKHU�WKDQ�
Christ. 

�7RGD\�LV�QR�GL൵HUHQW�� �%HOLHYHUV�LQ�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW�DUH�EHLQJ�SHUVHFXWHG�DQG�ULGLFXOHG�E\�WKRVH�ZKR�
trust in the law rather than in Christ, by their communities who trust in themselves rather than Christ, and by 
government which purports relativistic ideals rather than godly values and principles. So, what are the saints 
to do?  Hold onto your faith!

 The Danger of Failing Faith is not hard to gather from this passage. The writer says, “… if we sin willfully 
DIWHU� WKDW�ZH�UHFHLYHG� WKH�NQRZOHGJH�RI� WKH� WUXWK�� WKHUH�UHPDLQHWK�QR�PRUH�VDFUL¿FH�IRU�VLQV�” Hebrews 
10:26. The sin spoken of here is not lying, stealing or those we commit with our hands, but apostasy or unbelief. 

�7KH�ZULWHU�LV�VD\LQJ�WKDW�ZKHQ�ZH�KHDU�WKH�:RUG�RI�)DLWK��WKDW�LV��&KULVW�FUXFL¿HG��EXULHG��DQG�UHVXUUHFWHG�WR�
redeem the depraved, we must respond in faith.  To reject the message of salvation is to reject the Christ of 
VDOYDWLRQ�DQG�UHQGHUV�RQH�KRSHOHVVO\�GHVWLQHG�IRU�+HOO�±�DV�WKHUH�LV�QR�DOWHUQDWLYH�VDFUL¿FH�WKDW�FDQ�UHGHHP�
them. 

 Hebrews 10:26 hearkens back to the presumptuous sins (See Deuteronomy 17:12) for which there was no 
redemption or forgiveness.  As we move forward, church, we must do so with complete faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  We can trust in neither the preachers of the past, the words of fallen comrades, nor the internal musings 
of our hearts.  Our faith must be rooted, grounded, and settled in the cross of Christ Jesus.

 The writer’s warning is just the encouragement we need to keep marching forward in faith.  He asserts that 
people died for defying Moses’ law and if one could be found worthy of death for adultery, what would be the 
UHVXOW�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�ORRN�XSRQ�WKH�5LVHQ�&KULVW�DQG�GHVSLVH�WKH�EORRG\�VDFUL¿FH�RI�+LV�FURVV��

According to Hebrews 10:31, It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.  What remains 
IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�GHIHFW�IURP�WKHLU�IDLWK�LV�MXGJPHQW�DQG�¿HU\�LQGLJQDWLRQ�  Therefore, if we want to avoid the 
judgment of God, we must commit our lives to Christ in faith.

 The Determination to Believe is made practical by this writer. He asserts that the key to maintaining faith in 
Christ Jesus is remembering.  Too often, people forget because they are consumed with the busyness of life.  
What is in front of us distracts and overwhelms us, leaving us destitute and desperate. 

The preacher says that looking back in remembrance is critical to a restoration of faith.  “… call to remembrance 
WKH�IRUPHU�GD\V��LQ�ZKLFK��DIWHU�\H�ZHUH�LOOXPLQDWHG��\H�HQGXUHG�D�JUHDW�¿JKW�RI�D৾LFWLRQV�” Hebrews 10:32. 
Remember the committed faith you had at the beginning of your journey.  Remember how God carried you 
WKURXJK�WLPHV�RI�DGYHUVLW\���5HPHPEHU�KRZ�\RX�HQGXUHG�WHPSWDWLRQ�DQG�D൷LFWLRQ�ZLOOLQJO\���5HPHPEHU�WKH�
love with which you served others in the body of Christ.  Let these memories fuel your persevering faith in 
Jesus Christ.

 “&DVW�QRW�DZD\�WKHUHIRUH�\RXU�FRQ¿GHQFH,” Hebrews 10:35, or faith, which has astounding promises associated 
with it.  This verse reminds us that faith is not whimsical or wishful thinking.  Rather it is substantive, evidential 
FRQ¿GHQFH�WKDW�LV�¿[HG�LQ�WKH�SHUVRQ�DQG�ZRUN�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW���+H�LV�WKH�DXWKRU�DQG�SXEOLVKHU��¿QLVKHU��RI�IDLWK��
(See Hebrews 12:2). He is the one who starts and completes the work of salvation in us.  Such faith is not mere 
intellectualism.  It is transformative.  True faith trusts that God will perform His Word.  The responding heart 
H[SHULHQFHV�D�FKDQJH�LQ�PRWLYDWLRQV��([WHUQDO�EHKDYLRU�VWDUWV�UHÀHFWLQJ�LQWHUQDO�YDOXHV�IXHOHG�E\�WKH�:RUG�WR�
which God is faithful.  That’s a loaded way of saying if you have true faith, you believe the Word of God and 
do as it says. Praise God.  I’m preaching better than y’all are responding.

If we understand the dilemma we face and the dangers of defecting faith, we must determine to keep on 
believing.  Holding onto faith in Christ is not a suggestion.  It is an imperative that is inextricably linked to 
our eternal reward.  Now and in all generations, … The just shall live by faith. Romans 1:17b. Eternal life is 
the result of faith in Christ.  �+H�WKDW�KDWK�WKH�6RQ�KDWK�OLIH���I John 12 reminds us that only faith in Jesus 
Christ results in eternal life in the New World.  And saints,” … we are not of them who draw back (defect in 
their faith) unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul.” Hebrews 10:39. Church, let us 
commit to Restoring Faith.  Keep on believing, saints. Your reward is ahead!

Elder Quentin Jones                
Faith Believing Church of God
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“The Importance and Value of Prayer”

Mrs. Mary E. Michaux,  
co-founder, Church of God

 I like to think of the prayer which 
Jesus Christ, Himself, prayed for the 
Apostles, which will be found in the 
17th Chapter of St.  John.  I just love 
to think of that prayer.  It takes in so 
much; it covers so much ground.  The 
thing that makes me so happy about it 
is, that it was not only prayed for the 
Apostles, but for all who will believe on 
Him through their words.  And it reads 
as follows:
 “These words spake Jesus, and 
lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, 
Father, the hour is come; glorify thy 
Son, that thy Son also may glorify 
thee:  As thou hast given him power 
RYHU� DOO� ÁHVK�� WKDW� KH� VKRXOG� JLYH�
eternal life to as many as thou hast 
given him. And this is life eternal, 
that they might know thee the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
thou hast sent.
 “,� KDYH� JORULÀHG� WKHH� RQ� WKH�
HDUWK��,�KDYH�ÀQLVKHG�WKH�ZRUN�ZKLFK�
thou gavest me to do.  And now, O 
Father, glorify thou me with thine 
own self with the glory which I had 
with thee before the world was.  I 
have manifested thy name unto the 
men which thou gavest me out of 
the world: thine they were, and thou 
gavest them me; and they have kept 
thy word.
 “Now they have known all things 
whatsoever thou hast given me are 
of thee.  For I have given unto them 
the words which thou gavest me; and 
they have received them, and have 
known surely that I came out from 
thee, and they have believed that 
thou didst send me.  I pray for them; 
I pray not for the world, but for them 
which thou hast given me; for they 
are thine.  And all mine are thine, and 
WKLQH�DUH�PLQH��DQG�,�DP�JORULÀHG�LQ�
them.
 “And now I am no more in the 
world, but these are in the world, and 
I come to thee.  Holy Father, keep 
through thine own name those whom 
thou hast given me, that they may be 
one, as we are.  While I was with them 
in the world, I kept them in thy name: 
those that thou gavest me I have kept, 
and none of them is lost, but the son 
of perdition; that the scripture might 
EH�IXOÀOOHG.
 “And now I come to thee; and 
these things I speak in the world, 
WKDW�WKH\�PLJKW�KDYH�P\�MR\�IXOÀOOHG�
in themselves.  I have given them 
thy word; and the world hath hated 
them, because they are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the world.  
I pray not that thou shouldest take 
them out of the world, but that thou 
shouldest keep them from evil.  They 
are not of the world, even as I am not 
of the world.  Sanctify them through 
thy truth: thy word is truth.
 “As thou hast sent me into the 
world, even so have I also sent them 
into the world.  And for their sakes 
I sanctify myself, that they also 
PLJKW�EH�VDQFWLÀHG�WKURXJK�WKH�WUXWK���
Neither pray I for these alone, but for 

them also which shall believe on me 
through their word; That they all may 
be one; as thou, Father, art in me, 
and I in thee, that they also may be 
one in us: that the world may believe 
that thou hast sent me.”
 Now, I have read twenty-one 
verses inclusive of this 17th Chapter of 
St. John, which is always strengthening 
and encouraging to me.
 I know this, that Jesus Christ, 
who never knew any sin and never was 
WKHUH� JXLOH� LQ� +LV� PRXWK�� VDQFWLÀHG�
Himself.  He did it for an example that 
we might follow in His steps.
 The Word of the Lord says, “Now 
ye are clean through the word which 
I have spoken …”St. John 15:3.  Then, 
too, the Holy Spirit will not come into an 
unclean temple; for your temple must 
be clean and set apart.
 Let us read the 5th Chapter of 
I Thessalonians and see what it says 
about abstaining from all appearances 
RI�HYLO���<RX�ZLOO�ÀQG�LW�LQ�WKH���QG����UG�
and 24th Verses.  It reads as follows:  
“Abstain from all appearance of evil.  
And the very God of peace sanctify 
you wholly; and I pray God your whole 
spirit and soul and body be preserved 
blameless unto the coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  Faithful is he 
that calleth you, who also will do it.”  
Now the one Who calls you to holiness 
will sanctify you wholly if you will just 
abstain from the appearance of evil.
 Now I hope this lesson will 
strengthen you and encourage your 
heart and help you to stand fast when 
the enemy begins to waver around with 
doubt.  He will try to make you doubt as 
to whether you can live this Holy life or 
not.  Well, if Jesus could live it, and He 
VDQFWLÀHG�+LPVHOI��OHDYLQJ�XV�DQ�H[DPSOH�
that we should follow in His steps, and 
prayed for the Apostles that they might 
be blessed and kept from the evils of the 
world, and not only did He pray for them 
alone but for all that would believe on 
Him through the words of the Apostles, 
then I am sure we can live it.  Just to 
know that, should encourage you and 

strengthen your faith.  If they needed it, 
surely, we do.
 That prayer that Jesus prayed, 
took you and me in when He said, “I 
pray not for these alone, but for 
all that will believe on me through 
their word.”  It is up to us to live this 
beautiful life, and we don’t have to if we 
don’t want to.  All we will have to do is to 
vacate and move out of His temple.  Our 
bodies are His temple, and if we will just 
JLYH�XS�WKH�WKLQJV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��DQG�ÀQG�
our pleasure in things more noble, more 
JUDQG� DQG�PRUH� XSOLIWLQJ�� ZH� ZLOO� ÀQG�
much more joy.
 I am tickled pink with holiness, 
myself.  I don’t know who is tired of 
it, or who doesn’t want it, for I am not 
really concerned, but it would be so nice 
if everyone knew the real value.  God 
could move on without one of us, and 
heaven wouldn’t miss us at all, but we 
surely do need the Lord.
 I took out a through ticket one 
day.  I am determined to go on straight 
through to the end and see what the end 
will be.
 It is marvelous and wonderful to 
think on that beautiful city, the New 
Jerusalem, that He has gone to prepare 
for us.  Just to think, He came down 
here and took upon himself the form of 
a servant, and went about doing good, 
healing the sick, raising the dead, giving 
sight to the blind and healing all manner 
of diseases.  Oh yes, He did it and He 
is the same Jesus today.  His Spirit 
is working in the earth now. After His 
doing good, He went on the cruel cross 
of Calvary after being despised and 
rejected and set at naught.  He followed 
on through, stayed in the Will of His 
Father, according to the Word of God, 
and His blood atoned for you and me to 
take our sins away.
 In Him there is no sin; and 
whosoever abideth in Him, sinneth not.  
I am so glad that I am abiding in Him.  
Are you abiding?  … WKH�FDUQDO�PLQG�
LV�«� QRW� VXEMHFW� WR� WKH� ODZ� RI� *RG, 
so says the Word of God, DQG�QHLWKHU�
LQGHHG�FDQ�EH�(See Romans 8:7-9).  As 
long as you abide in this house, you are 
not going in and out at all.  That is just 
the way I am abiding in the Lord and 
FRQÀGLQJ� LQ� +LV� :RUG�� � ,� DP� WUXVWLQJ�
in His Promise, for the promises of God 
are never known to fail.  No power of 
darkness over them can prevail.  And 
now, we are looking forward to the 
rapture, for He has promised to come 
and catch away His waiting bride.  And 
ZKHQ�WKH�ÀUVW�WUXPSHW�VRXQGV��WKH�GHDG�
LQ�&KULVW�VKDOO�ULVH�ÀUVW�WR�PHHW�+LP�LQ�
the air; so shall we ever be with the Lord. 
(See I Thessalonians 4:6,17).
 Now this wonderful prayer that 
Jesus Christ prayed in the 17th Chapter 
of St. John was not in vain for me; it 
has been really answered in my life.  It 
would be nice to know if everyone in this 
lovely audience this evening can say the 
same thing.
 May God bless everyone is my 
prayer.
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,QWHUYLHZ�ZLWK�(OGHU�9HUQHOO�+DUG\��6U�
$VVLVWDQW�3DVWRU�RI�WKH�%DOWLPRUH�&KXUFK�RI�*RG��*6&���

6XSHULQWHQGHQW�RI�WKH�6XQGD\�6FKRRO�
%DOWLPRUH�*6&�	�*6&�9LUWXDO�6XQGD\�6FKRRO  

 

Interviewer:  Mary L. Haynes (MLH)
Interviewee:  Elder Vernell Hardy, Sr. (EVH)

Interview Dates:  November 4-5, 2023
 
MLH:�0D\�*RG�%OHVV�\RX��(OGHU�+DUG\���:H��WKH�VWD൵�RI�WKH�+DSS\�1HZV��DUH�SOHDVHG�WR�LQWHUYLHZ�\RX�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�WKH�3DSHU�DQG�LQ�UHFRJQLWLRQ�
of U.S. Military veterans in the Church of God.

MLH:  When and where were you born?

EVH:  I was born on October 10, 1954, in Danville, Virginia.

MLH:  Please tell us about your birth family.

EVH:  I am the 4th of 8 children born to Irene Hardy, who is now deceased and Willie W. Hardy, Jr. My father is 100 years old and still lives in Virginia.  He 
is a U.S. Navy veteran.  My siblings consist of 3 boys and 5 girls.  Of that number, my 3 brothers are deceased and 1 sister is deceased.

MLH: I know that you are married, but, for the record, when did you marry and to whom?  How did you meet?

EVH:   I am married to the former Carolyn Williams from Newport News, Virginia.  We attended Menchville High School in Newport News together.  We 
ZHUH�DPRQJ�WKH�¿UVW�WR�LQWHJUDWH�WKH�VFKRRO���:H�PDUULHG�LQ��������:H�KDYH�WKUHH�FKLOGUHQ���ER\V²ZKR�DUH�QRZ�\RXQJ�PHQ�

MLH:  In what branch of the military did you serve and when?

EVH:  I served in the best branch:  the United States Army.  I enlisted in March 1973 when I was 18 years old.  I enlisted because I thought that I was headed 
in the wrong direction. I knew that I needed to make a change in my life.

MLH:  What were your military assignments and where were some of your stations of duty? 

EVH:  I was a marine engineer who worked on ships.  I was also a tank wrecker.  Among my many assignments in the United States were the following: 
Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland; Fort Knox, Kentucky; Fort Eustis, Virginia; and Fort Leonard Wood, Kentucky.  Some of my overseas duty assignments 
included:  Bad Hersfeld, Germany; Illesheim, Germany; and Korea.

MLH:  Are there any memorable experiences that you would like to describe?

EVH:  I enjoyed everywhere that I went. I learned that color or race does not matter.  People are people.  I learned that people can work together and lean on 
each other when it is time.  I learned to lean on my fellow soldiers in the military.  We supported one another and worked together to get the job done.  

MLH:  Do you have any regrets about your military service?

EVH:  I have no regrets about my military service.  I started service with the rank of an E-1 and ended it as an E-9. I served for 20 years and appropriately 4 
months in the service of my country. I am now retired, but if I had to do it all over again, I would.  

MLH: When did you accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior?

EVH:  In 1984, I attended a service in the Baltimore Church of God (COG).  The late Elder Jake Butler (Senior Pastor of the Baltimore (COG) was preaching. 
+LV�VHUPRQ�ZDV�VR�GLUHFW�WKDW�,�WKRXJKW�KH�ZDV�WDONLQJ�WR�PH���$W�¿UVW��,�WKRXJKW�WKDW�P\�ZLIH�KDG�WDONHG�WR�KLP�DERXW�PH���6KH�GHQLHG�LW���:KHQ�(OGHU�%XWOHU�
extended the invitation to those who wanted to accept Jesus Christ, I went to the altar because I wanted the life that Elder Butler was preaching about.  I 
wanted Jesus Christ to be my Lord and Savior.

MLH:  What were some of your early activities and assignments in the Baltimore COG?

EVH:  In approximately 1986, Elder Butler and the late Deacon Romeo McClary (the Head of the Deacon Board in the Baltimore COG) met with my wife 
DQG�PH���7KH\�DVNHG�PH�LI�,�ZRXOG�EHFRPH�D�GHDFRQ�LQ�WKH�FKXUFK���,�DFFHSWHG�WKH�R൶FH�

MLH:  When were you called to the ministry? 

EVH:  The Lord called me to the ministry in 1988.

MLH:  When did you become the Assistant Pastor of the Baltimore COG?

In Recognition of Veterans Day and the Veterans of the United States of America
 

On November 11th, the United States celebrates Veterans Day.  Originally called Armistice Day, the name was changed to Veterans Day in 1926 by Congressional 
Resolution. It was the hope of all, that World War I would be the last war that mankind would experience.  As many know, World War I was referenced as 

“the war to end all wars.”  Sadly, as history attests and Christians acknowledge, war is a common and ongoing experience that will continue until our Lord 
and Savior’s return.

 Nevertheless, it is appropriate to honor those veterans who served or are serving in defense of our country, the United States of America.  These brave men 
and women stand and have stood ready and able to defend the freedom of this country and its allies. 

One such person who has defended this freedom is a member of the Gospel Spreading Church of God, Elder Vernell Hardy, Sr.  For this reason, we honor 
him and all those who are standing or have stood to defend this great nation.  Please join us as we celebrate this great veteran and all the other veterans who 
have served or are serving in military service of this country.    
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EVH:  By 2001, Elder Butler had retired and the late Elder William Barber, Sr., was the senior pastor of the Baltimore COG.  Elder Barber told me that “the 
Lord had put me on his heart.” Elder Barber said that he had been told to ask me if I would be the Assistant Pastor of the Baltimore COG.  He asked if I would 
accept the position.  I did.  I was ordained in 2002 by the late Elder Jehu Riddick, Bishop of the COG.

MLH: I know that Jesus Christ is the head of your life, but who are some of your earthly mentors?  What was some of the advice that they gave you?

EVH:  Some of my mentors were the late Elder Wendell M. Green, Senior Pastor of the Washington, D.C. COG; the late Elder Charles Thomas, of the 
Washington, D.C. COG; the late Elder Daniel Russell, Sr., Washington, D.C. COG; and the late Elder George Hawkins, Sr., of the Lothian COG.  Elder Green 
advised me “not to try to please people, but to please God.” Elder Hawkins said: “preach the gospel and if you don’t preach it, you don’t have to worry about 
coming back over here [to the Lothian COG]!” 

I really looked up to all of them.  All these men “glowed” with the light of God.  None of them ever gave me the impression that anything upset them.  
$OWKRXJK�,�NQRZ�WKDW�VRPHWLPHV�WKH\�ZHUH�R൵HQGHG��QRQH�RI�WKHP�DSSHDUHG�WR�UHDFW�WR�WKHVH�R൵HQVHV���,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH\�FDUULHG�WKHLU�ZRXQGV�LQWHUQDOO\�DQG�
they continued to do the work of the Lord.

MLH:  When did you become a Sunday School teacher and Sunday School Superintendent.

EVH:  Around 1988, I was appointed the Sunday School Superintendent of the Baltimore COG.  When the rest of the United States shut down because of 
COVID-19, I continued teaching and began serving as virtual Sunday School teacher for the entire Church of God.  I have continued serving in this capacity 
since 2019.

MLH:  What would it mean to hear the Lord say:  “Well done, Good and faithful servant”?

EVH:  It would mean the world to me!  That’s what I am living for.  I want to hear the Lord say “Well Done.” That is my goal.

MLH:  What advice would you give to young people.

EVH:  I would advise both young and old people to live for Christ.
 
MLH���(OGHU�+DUG\��WKDQN�\RX�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�WKH�+DSS\�1HZV�VWD൵�DQG�WKH�HQWLUH�&KXUFK�RI�*RG��0D\�*RG�FRQWLQXH�WR�EOHVV�\RX�DQG�\RXU�IDPLO\�DV�\RX�GR�
the work that He requires of you as one of the soldiers in the Army of the Lord. 

In Recognition of Veterans Day and the Veterans of the United States of America
(Continued from Page 6)
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MEMORY VERSE

O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endureth 
for ever (Psalm 136:I).
 
Every day is a good day to thank God for His many blessings.  This 
FRQFOXVLRQ�LV�HVSHFLDOO\�DSSURSULDWH�RQ�7KDQNVJLYLQJ�'D\���WKH�R൶FLDO�
day on which the people of the United States observe as Thanksgiving.  
For the original participants - the Indigenous or native Americans and 
English people - a successful harvest was a great reason to rejoice. This 
shared feast of giving thanks and gratitude took place over a three-day 
period in 1621. This celebration began a new tradition of gathering and 
giving thanks.

$V� LPSRUWDQW� DV� WKH� RULJLQ� RI� DQ� R൶FLDO� GD\� RI�7KDQNVJLYLQJ� LV�� LW� LV�
more important to remember to thank God for His many, many blessings.  
As Psalm 100: 4-5 command: “Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, 
and into his courts with praise:  be thankful unto him, and bless his 
name.  For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth 
endureth to all generations.”  Amen.
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER

“…Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.  
Amen” (St. Matthew 6:9-13).

LET US PRAY THIS PRAYER AT NOON

“…Spare thy people, O LORD, and give not thine heritage to reproach, 
that the heathen should rule over them: wherefore should they say 
among the people, Where is their God” (Joel 2:17b)?

COMMANDMENT SECTION

O GIVE thanks unto the LORD; call upon his name: make known his 
deeds among the people. Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him:  talk ye 
of all his wondrous works. (Psalm 105: 1-2).
 

 
Children respond to the question:

Why are you thankful for your grandparents and/or great 
grandparents?

 
I am thankful for my grandparents because they help in rough times.  
They are not mean.  I am thankful for my mom because she loves me; 
she is raising me right; and she is not mean either.
 
By Malayah, Age 12
Washington, D.C.
 

I am thankful for my great grandmother, my grandmother, and my mother 
because they are helping me grow up.  I am thankful that God gave them 
to my family.  I am thankful for my brothers and sister because sometimes 
when I am not feeling my best, just having them around, makes me feel 
better.
 
By Makari, Age 15
Washington, D.C.
 

My Grammy and my Granddad love me, and I love them!  They take care 
of me.  Grammy takes me to the bank and deposits lots of money for me. 
She takes me to the store and lets me buy whatever I want.
 
By Ravvone, Age 7
Hampton
 

My Grammy and my [Granddad] Abuelo take good care of me when my 
mom cannot.  I am thankful for my siblings because it would be lonely 
without them. We help each other and we love each other!
 
By Reese, Age 11
Hampton
 

,�DP�JUDWHIXO�IRU�P\�SDUHQWV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�VDFUL¿FH�IRU�PH�DQG�SXW�PH�
in activities.  I am grateful for my grandparents because they help me 
when I need it.  They do lots of things for me.
 
By Navaeh, Age 10
Houston
 

I am grateful for my parents because they are making sure that I have 
a roof over my head.  They do so much more for me-- like making me 
food and getting me a phone.  I am also thankful for my siblings because 
I have someone to play with and I know that they will always be there for 
me.  Finally, I am thankful for my grandparents because they look out for 
me and make sure that I am safe.
 
By Nilah, Age 12
Houston
 

I love my grandparents because if I need them to do anything for me, 
they do it as soon as they can--like right away.  My parents put a roof 
over my head and take good care of me.  They encourage me to do my 
best. They always give me good advice and try to help me to be the best 
person that I can be.
 
By Joshua, Age 13
Midlothian
 

I am grateful for my grandparents because they are super nice and 
JLYH�PH�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�,�ZDQW�DQG�WKH\�EX\�PH�VWX൵���,�KDYH�WKH�EHVW�
grandparents in the whole wide world, and I love them.
 

Violet, Age 3
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(Continued on Page 11)

By Noah, Age 11
Midlothian
 

My grandmother is a violinist. She has toured throughout Europe.  While 
touring Holland, in the Netherlands, her Dutch band gave her the nickname 

“Mopee,” a term of endearment for a loved one.  My grandmother says 
that no one knows what that means in the United States.  So, we call 
her Mopee instead of Grandma.  I am thankful that Mopee LOVES my 
brother and me.  Our Mopee and my granddaddy are teaching me how to 
become a great baseball player.  He says that he was taught by the great 
Yogi Berra while being raised in Montclair, New Jersey.  I am thankful to 
my grandmother for watching as I walk to my bus stop.  She also picks 
me up from baseball practice four days a week.
 
By Keneris, Age 15
Newport News
 

I am thankful for both my grandmother and my grandfather.  Not only 
does my grandmother wash my clothes, but she irons them too!  I am also 
thankful for my granddaddy.  He is a great cook.  (My favorite is shrimp 
DOIUHGR����0\�JUDQGGDG�RUGHUHG�P\�VRFFHU�HTXLSPHQW�IURP�$PD]RQ�DQG�
P\�WHDP�ZRQ�RXU�¿UVW�JDPH���0\�JUDQGPRWKHU�SUD\V�IRU�PH�MXVW�LQ�FDVH�,�
have done something mischievous, and my prayers didn’t reach heaven!
 
By Christian, Age 13
Newport News 
 

I am thankful for my mom because she takes me to school every day.  I 
am thankful for my grandma because she buys me clothes and shoes.  I 
am thankful for a family to make memories with.
 
By Jaden, Age 9
Hyattsville
 

I am thankful for my grandparents.  They take me places.  They love 
my brother and sisters and me.  I love my brother and sisters because 
they share the tablet.
 
By Rose, Age 4
Hampton
 

My grandparents are nice.  They love me.  My mom loves me and 
cooks the best food for me. She takes me to fun places.
 
By Makhi, Age 6
Hampton
 

My grandparents are sooo nice.
 
By Violet, Age 3
Hampton 
 
I am thankful for my parents because they take good care of me!
 
By London, Age 10
Hampton
 

 ANSWERS TO OCTOBER HOLY BIBLE QUIZ

1. As believers in Christ, what do we need to put on daily and 
why?
(We need to put on the whole armor of God which empowers us 
to stand against the schemes of the devil - Ephesians 6:11).

��� :KDW�GR�ZH�KDYH�WR�¿JKW�DJDLQVW"
(Principalities and powers, rulers of the darkness, and spiritual 
hosts of wickedness - Ephesians 6:12).

3. What should we wear around the waist?
(“Belt of Truth” - Ephesians 6:14(a).

4. What should we wear on the chest?
(“Breastplate of Righteousness” - Ephesians 6:14(b).

5. What is worn on the feet?
(“Preparation of the gospel of Peace” - Ephesians 6:15).

6. What is used as the shield and what does it enables believers to 
do?
�³)DLWK´��³WR�TXHQFK�DOO�WKH�¿HU\�GDUWV�RI�WKH�ZLFNHG´���
Ephesians 6:16).

7. What is worn on the head and what is the sword of the Spirit?
(The “Helmet of Salvation”; “Word of God” - Ephesians 17).

We need God’s strength because of the nature of the enemy.  His attacks 
are, to name a few, subtle, deceitful, underhanded and unexpected.  It is 
HVVHQWLDO�WKDW�ZH�UHFRJQL]H�RXU�IUDLOW\�DQG�JR�WR�*RG�IRU�WKH�UHVRXUFHV�
we need for victory.
 
 

ANSWERS TO OCTOBER FILL-IN THE BLANKS

1. It is of the LORD’S mercies that we are not consumed, because 
his compassions fail not (Lamentations 3:22).

2. For thy mercy is great above the heavens: and thy truth 
reacheth unto the clouds (Psalm 108:4).

3. PRAISE ye the LORD. O give thanks unto the LORD; for he 
is good: for his mercy endureth for ever (Psalm 106:1).

4. The earth, O LORD, is full of thy mercy: teach me thy 
statutes (Psalm 119:64).

5. Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy 
neck; write them upon the table of thine heart (Proverbs 3:3).

6. O satisfy us early with thy mercy; that we may rejoice and be 
glad all our days (Psalm 90:14).
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LESSON 44 – November 5, 2023
SUBJECT:  Rebuke and Repentance

GOLDEN TEXT: “And the children of Israel said unto the /ඈඋൽ, We 
have sinned: do thou unto us whatsoever seemeth good unto thee; deliver 
us only, we pray thee, this day” (Judges 10:15).

PRINTED TEXT:  Judges 10:10 And the children of Israel cried unto 
the /ඈඋൽ, saying, We have sinned against thee, both because we have 
forsaken our God, and also served Baalim.
11 And the /ඈඋൽ said unto the children of Israel, Did not I deliver you 
from the Egyptians, and from the Amorites, from the children of Ammon, 
and from the Philistines?
12 The Zidonians also, and the Amalekites, and the Maonites, did oppress 
you; and ye cried to me, and I delivered you out of their hand.
13 Yet ye have forsaken me, and served other gods: wherefore I will 
deliver you no more.
14 Go and cry unto the gods which ye have chosen; let them deliver you 
in the time of your tribulation.
15 And the children of Israel said unto the /ඈඋൽ, We have sinned: do 
thou unto us whatsoever seemeth good unto thee; deliver us only, we 
pray thee, this day.
16 And they put away the strange gods from among them, and served 
the /ඈඋൽ: and his soul was grieved for the misery of Israel.
17 Then the children of Ammon were gathered together, and encamped 
in Gilead. And the children of Israel assembled themselves together, and 
HQFDPSHG�LQ�0L]SHK�
18 And the people and princes of Gilead said one to another, What man 
LV�KH�WKDW�ZLOO�EHJLQ�WR�¿JKW�DJDLQVW�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�$PPRQ"�KH�VKDOO�EH�
head over all the inhabitants of Gilead.

LESSON DISCUSSION

Acts 13:20 tells us that the period of the judges lasted for about 450 years. 
This era began after the death of Joshua. The people served the Lord all 
the days of Joshua and the elders who outlived him.

Afterwards, the people strayed from God. They forgot what He had 
done. For example, He delivered them from Egypt and led them in their 
conquest of the Promised Land.

Because of the anger of the Lord against Israel for their repeated sins, 
He gave them into the hands of their adversaries. When they cried out to 
the Lord, He raised up a Judge who delivered them. As long as the judge 
lived, Israel served God. As soon as the judge died, they drifted into sin 
again. With each cycle of sin and deliverance, Israel sank to lower depths 
of depravity. Our text today illustrates one of these cycles, where God 
turns them over to the Ammonites, the descendants of Lot, Abraham’s 
nephew.

Can you relate to any of this? Have you forgotten how God delivered you 
LQ�WKH�SDVW"�5HSHQW��DQG�\RX�ZLOO�¿QG�*RG�WR�EH�PHUFLIXO�DQG�JUDFLRXV��
according to Psalm 51.

 LESSON 45 – November 12, 2023
SUBJECT:  David’s Sin and Punishment

GOLDEN TEXT: “Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of 
the /ඈඋൽ, to do evil in his sight? thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with 
the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with 
the sword of the children of Ammon” (II Samuel 12:9).

PRINTED TEXT:  II Samuel 11:2 And it came to pass in an eveningtide, 
WKDW�'DYLG�DURVH�IURP�R൵�KLV�EHG��DQG�ZDONHG�XSRQ�WKH�URRI�RI�WKH�NLQJ¶V�

house: and from the roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the 
woman was very beautiful to look upon.
3   And David sent and enquired after the woman. And one said, Is not 
this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?
4   And David sent messengers, and took her; and she came in unto him, 
DQG�KH�OD\�ZLWK�KHU��IRU�VKH�ZDV�SXUL¿HG�IURP�KHU�XQFOHDQQHVV��DQG�VKH�
returned unto her house.
5   And the woman conceived, and sent and told David, and said, I am 
with child.
14 And it came to pass in the morning, that David wrote a letter to Joab, 
and sent it by the hand of Uriah.
15 And he wrote in the letter, saying, Set ye Uriah in the forefront of the 
hottest battle, and retire ye from him, that he may be smitten, and die.
16 And it came to pass, when Joab observed the city, that he assigned 
Uriah unto a place where he knew that valiant men were.
17 And the men of the city went out, and fought with Joab: and there fell 
some of the people of the servants of David; and Uriah the Hittite died 
also.
18 Then Joab sent and told David all the things concerning the war;
26  And when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, 
she mourned for her husband.
27 And when the mourning was past, David sent and fetched her to his 
house, and she became his wife, and bare him a son. But the thing that 
David had done displeased the /ඈඋൽ.
12:13 And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the /ඈඋൽ. And 
Nathan said unto David, The /ඈඋൽ also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt 
not die.
14 Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great occasion to the 
enemies of the /ඈඋൽ to blaspheme, the child also that is born unto thee 
shall surely die.
15 And Nathan departed unto his house. And the /ඈඋൽ struck the child 
that Uriah’s wife bare unto David, and it was very sick.

LESSON DISCUSSION

King David, the greatest of the kings of Israel, was promised an eternal 
throne, to be occupied by the Lord Jesus Christ one day yet future. 
However, instead of being with his army in battle, he was at home 
relaxing. He saw Bathsheba bathing on her roof. He was immediately 
WHPSWHG��VHQW�WR�¿QG�RXW�ZKR�VKH�ZDV��DQG�HYHQ�WKRXJK�KH�OHDUQHG�VKH�
was the wife of one of his close friends, he had her brought to the palace 
and committed adultery with her.

Later learning that she was pregnant, he arranged for the death of her 
husband during the battle, making it appear to be a casualty of the war. 
The prophet Nathan delivered the message of God’s displeasure, which 
brought about David’s repentance.

Even though God gave David His mercy and grace, that did not do away 
with the corresponding punishment. David experienced the repercussions 
of his sin for the rest of his life. The higher the position and responsibility, 
the greater are the consequences.

This account should serve as a warning to all of God’s children. We cannot 
lose our salvation, according to God’s promise, but we can certainly lose 
our testimony. God said, “,I�ZH�ZDON�LQ�WKH�6SLULW��ZH�ZLOO�QRW�IXO¿OO�
WKH�OXVW�RI�WKH�ÀHVK” See (Galatians 5:16). David, in Psalm 51, leads us 
to God’s heart in repentance. He received an eternal throne, and through 
the cross of Christ, we also have received an eternal home.

 
LESSON 46 – November 19, 2023

SUBJECT:  A Rebuke from the Lord

GOLDEN TEXT: “Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish 
judgment in the gate: it may be that the /ඈඋൽ God of hosts will be 
gracious unto the remnant of Joseph” (Amos 5:15).

PRINTED TEXT:  Amos 5:14 Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live: 
and so the /ඈඋൽ, the God of hosts, shall be with you, as ye have spoken.
15 Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish judgment in the gate: 
it may be that the /ඈඋൽ God of hosts will be gracious unto the remnant 
of Joseph.
18 Woe unto you that desire the day of the /ඈඋൽ! to what end is it for 
you? the day of the /ඈඋൽ is darkness, and not light.
���$V�LI�D�PDQ�GLG�ÀHH�IURP�D�OLRQ��DQG�D�EHDU�PHW�KLP��RU�ZHQW�LQWR�WKH�
house, and leaned his hand on the wall, and a serpent bit him.
20 Shall not the day of the /ඈඋൽ be darkness, and not light? even very 
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dark, and no brightness in it?
21 I hate, I despise your feast days, and I will not smell in your solemn 
assemblies.
���7KRXJK�\H�R൵HU�PH�EXUQW�R൵HULQJV�DQG�\RXU�PHDW�R൵HULQJV��,�ZLOO�QRW�
DFFHSW�WKHP��QHLWKHU�ZLOO�,�UHJDUG�WKH�SHDFH�R൵HULQJV�RI�\RXU�IDW�EHDVWV�
23 Take thou away from me the noise of thy songs; for I will not hear the 
melody of thy viols.
24 But let judgment run down as waters, and righteousness as a mighty 
stream.
���+DYH�\H�R൵HUHG�XQWR�PH�VDFUL¿FHV�DQG�R൵HULQJV� LQ� WKH�ZLOGHUQHVV�
forty years, O house of Israel?
26 But ye have borne the tabernacle of your Moloch and Chiun your 
images, the star of your god, which ye made to yourselves.
27 Therefore will I cause you to go into captivity beyond Damascus, 
saith the /ඈඋൽ, whose name is The God of hosts.

LESSON DISCUSSION

Amos, was one of the 12 minor prophets, was so called only because of 
WKH�VL]H�RI�WKHLU�SURSKHFLHV��DQG�QRW�DW�DOO�GXH�WR�WKHLU�ODFN�RI�LPSRUWDQFH��
Though he was from Judah in the southern part of Israel, his prophecies 
were directed to the northern tribes.

Amos 5:2 makes us know that God made a covenant with Israel, and God 
keeps His covenant even though the people don’t. Amos rebukes Israel 
for their failure to administer justice. Amos 5:18 speaks of the wayward 
people of Israel desiring “… the day of the LORD,´�QRW�UHDOL]LQJ�LWV�
proper meaning. They thought it would be a day of deliverance for them. 
Nevertheless, Amos lets them know that it will be a terrible time.

Jeremiah 30:7 calls this same period the time of Jacob’s trouble. Jesus 
said in St. Matthew 24:21 “…there will be great tribulation, such was 
not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall 
be.” Amos is seeking to let Israel know as he prophesied that this is not 
what they should be looking for. God tells them that He does not regard 
WKHLU� VDFUL¿FHV�� WKHLU� IHDVW� GD\V� DQG� VDFUHG� JDWKHULQJV�� RU� WKHLU� EXUQW�
R൵HULQJV��5DWKHU��+H�FDOOHG�IRU�UHSHQWDQFH��DIWHU�ZKLFK�+H�H[SHFWHG�WKH�
nation to “…let justice run down like water, and righteousness like a 
mighty stream (See Amos 5:24).
 
These prophecies and their unequivocal consequences call our attention 
to conditions we face nearly 2800 years later. The same message of 
God’s judgment against injustice and unrighteousness applies to us. If 
God did not spare Israel, neither will He spare us, upon whom the Day of 
the LORD is swiftly approaching unless we repent!

 
LESSON 47 – November 26, 2023
SUBJECT:  Judgment and Exile

GOLDEN TEXT: “By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, 
we wept, when we remembered Zion” (Psalm 137:1).

PRINTED TEXT:  II Chronicles 36:15 And the /ඈඋൽ God of their 
fathers sent to them by his messengers, rising up betimes, and sending; 
because he had compassion on his people, and on his dwelling place:
16  But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised his words, 
and misused his prophets, until the wrath of the /ඈඋൽ arose against his 
people, till there was no remedy.
17 Therefore he brought upon them the king of the Chaldees, who slew 
their young men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and had 
no compassion upon young man or maiden, old man, or him that stooped 
for age: he gave them all into his hand.
18 And all the vessels of the house of God, great and small, and the 
treasures of the house of the /ඈඋൽ, and the treasures of the king, and of 
his princes; all these he brought to Babylon.
19 And they burnt the house of God, and brake down the wall of Jerusalem, 
DQG�EXUQW�DOO�WKH�SDODFHV�WKHUHRI�ZLWK�¿UH��DQG�GHVWUR\HG�DOO�WKH�JRRGO\�
vessels thereof.
20 And them that had escaped from the sword carried he away to 
Babylon; where they were servants to him and his sons until the reign of 
the kingdom of Persia:
���7R�IXO¿O�WKH�ZRUG�RI�WKH�/ඈඋൽ by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the 
land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for as long as she lay desolate she kept 
VDEEDWK��WR�IXO¿O�WKUHHVFRUH�DQG�WHQ�\HDUV�
Psalm 137:1 By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, 
when we remembered Zion.
2 We hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof.
3 For there they that carried us away captive required of us a song; and 
they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying, Sing us one of the 
songs of Zion.
4 How shall we sing the /ඈඋൽ’s song in a strange land?

5 If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning.
6 If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my 
mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy.

LESSON DISCUSSION

,Q�����%&�-HUXVDOHP�IHOO�WR�WKH�&KDOGHDQV��*RG�XVHG�.LQJ�1HEXFKDGQH]]DU�
to punish His people for their rebellion against Him. He sent messengers 
to warn Israel about their behavior, but they refused to hear the warnings 
they brought. One king after another in Judah did evil in the sight of the 
Lord, leading the people into idolatry. God held the leaders of the people 
responsible, even though all had to take part in the punishment. Men 
OLNH�'DQLHO��(]HNLHO��DQG�-HUHPLDK�ZHUH�DOO�WDNHQ�FDSWLYH�E\�WKH�NLQJ�RI�
Babylon, who were used by God to speak to His people even then.

The Psalmist points out in Psalm 137 how the people wept while they 
were in exile, missing their homeland. A nation who loved to sing praise 
WR�*RG�DW�RQH�WLPH�IRXQG�LW�GL൶FXOW�WR�VLQJ�WKHVH�VRQJV�RI�ZRUVKLS�LQ�D�
strange land. It would be 70 years before they were allowed to return 
to their homeland, according to the prophecy of Jeremiah 25:9-13. God 
knows how to bring His children around, many times allowing His 
people to be captured by another nation. His purpose, however, is always 
to restore, not to destroy His covenant people.

Just as God chastised Israel over and over, He chastises His people today. 
When we, as God’s children, make a choice to sin, we also make a choice 
WR�VX൵HU�WKH�FRQVHTXHQFHV��7KH�ZULWHU�RI�+HEUHZV�PDNHV�WKLV�SRLQW�FOHDU�
in Hebrews 12:3-6. God’s purpose for Israel and the church is to present 
both blameless before Him one day through the love of Christ.

CALLING ALL YOUTH 
(Continued from Page 9)

7. Let thy mercy, O LORD, be upon us, according as we hope in 
thee (Psalm 33:22).

NOVEMBER HOLY BIBLE QUIZ

THE BIBLE

1. Name the two large divisions of the Bible?

2. Which testament tells about the creation of the world?

3. Which testament tells about the birth of Jesus Christ?

4. How many books are in the Bible?

5. How many books are in the Old Testament?

6. How many books are in the New Testament?

7. Name the four divisions of the Old Testament?

NOVEMBER FILL-IN THE BLANKS

1. For the LORD God is a ______ and ______: the LORD will 
give ______ and ______: no good thing will he withhold from 
them that walk uprightly.

��� $QG�WKH�BBBBBB�ZDV�PDGH�ÀHVK��DQG�GZHOW�DPRQJ�XV���DQG�ZH�
beheld his ______, the ______ as of the only begotten of the 
Father,) full of ______ and ______.

3. For the _____ was given by Moses, but ______ and ______ 
came by Jesus Christ.

4. And God is able to make ______ abound toward you; that ye, 
always having all ______ in all ______, may abound to every 
good.

5. For by ______ are ye ______ through ______; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the ______ of God.

6.  ______ be with all them that ______ our Lord Jesus Christ in 
______ and ______. Amen.

7. But grow in ______, and in the ______ of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ.  To him be glory both ______ and ______. Amen.
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